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Downturn Brakes 
German Economy 
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Report Sets Off 
Recession Fears 
Across Europe 

International Herald Tribune 

PARIS — German economic growth 
ciHrfrfeH to a halt in the third quarter of 
1995, the government reported Thursday, 
raising fears that Europe could slide into 
recession. 

The recession danger stems from the fact 
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Riot police on Thursday keeping open the runways at Paris’s Orly ah-port, which was threatened with dosnre by demonstrators backing the national strike!* 

Juppe Names Mediator in Attempt to End Upheaval 


By William JDrozdiak 

Washing ton Past Senna; 


the. private sector as anion leaders had 
hoped, another round of large street demon- 
strations in Baris and in the provinces 


more spending on the university system. 

[France's Communist-led CGT union 
called for widespread protests and public 


PARIS — - With France’s worst a u tos - Thursday showed the depth of antagonism and p riv a t e sector strikes on Tuesday, 
trial disruption in a decade at an impasse, toward the Juppd gove rnm e nt . , Reuters reported. 

Pri me Min ister Alain Jupp6appointed m hi Marseille, Nice, Toulouse and even [The CGT, France’s biggest union, said 
economist, Jean Mattfon, as mediator Bordeaux, where Mr. Juppd was elected in a resolution flat the mass demonstra- 
Thnrsdayinan effort to find some common mayor eadier this year, tens of thousands of tions and stoppages Thursday “confmned 
ground with public service unions so that people; marched to show their opposition to that the action is lairing root, spreading and 
Strikes can end before farther damage is ™ gov ernment^ planned gaining an err-gpl- inna! rthnengtrin ”] 

done to the economy. • More titan a third of all Fren ch public . Stores, caf£s and restamants repot that 

But while the nationwide strike that has ^m^ees. vbr: . oa strike Thursday, business has plummeted during the Cfaiist- 
pwalyred buses, trains andM&oservidein Sdwo& Were closedacro^'ftm' . and stu- mas season. Manv.economistssavtiie'DiiiD- 


reparted. 
CGT, Fra 


France’s biggest union, said 


peqplq marched to show their opposition to that feeaction is taking root, spreading and campaign promises, 
the government's planned reforms. gaming aw exceptional dimension. ”] After vnwinp to dr 


tnrment ’a planned reforms, 
than a third of ail Reach public 
tec. were oa strike Thursday. 


of the biggest economy in Europe could 
damage the economic prospects of Ger- 
many’s main trading partners, economists 
said. The slowdown could also hurt 
prospects for achieving a single European 
currency. 

“This is a clear slowdown,” the Eco- 
nomics Ministry in Bonn said. “It reflects 
the growth-braking effects of the high val- 
ue of the mark since the spring, high wage 
raises and a rising tax burden.” 

In die period from July to September, the 
German economy did not grow compared 
with the second quarter. The economy im- 

proved only 1.5 percent from the third 

UasauBcbeua/nM AMMuiniPkign quarter of 1994, making it the weakest 
instrators backing the national strike, quarter since Germany emerged from re- 
cession two years ago. 

Most economists are now looking for 
*1 T T I I stagnant growth in the fourth quarter as 

net Uplicaval grow * for 1995 of oniy 

Particularly disturbing to economists 
was a high level of inventories, meaning 
France into recession just when it needs a that industry must slow output, thus in- 
spurt of growth to bring down a jobless rate creasing joblessness, 
of close to 12 percent. German unemployment is already in- 

But the government faces an uphill bat- creasing. In November it rose to 93 percent 
tie in restonng its credibility. Many people from 9.2 percent, 
interviewed on the streets of Paris say they Also worrying was a 3.4 percent slump in 

arc infuriated not so much with tire strikes tile rale of investment in plant and equip- 
as with President Jacques Chirac’s broken ment. Factories are also working well below 
campaign promises. capacity, with the utilization rate having 

After vowing to do all be could to beal the slipped from 86.1 percent to 84.7 percent 
nation's “social fracture” and create jobs. Private-sector economists, urging the 


Germany 1996 
An Analysis 1 


After vowing to do all be could to beal the 


See FRANCE, Page 8 


tLohl Supports 
Chirac’s Stand 
On Reforms 


By Tom Bueride 
rmenmkmatHmUTHbmue : 

BADEN-BADEN, Germany — Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl stepped directly into 
France’s budget battle with striking public 
workers on Thursday, applauding Prcs- 
deai Jacques Chirac for the gov e rnment's 
“great effort” to reduce its deficit aid 
meet the tough criteria for a single En- 


* The two leaders also strongly rcafFam ed 
their commitment to the smgJc-canKzicy 
project contained in the Maastricht treaty 
md rated out any delay in fee 1999 launch 
tee or any weakening of tie economic 
criteria. 

“I understand perfectly weB that fee 
arcadem and the French government, in 
ins dramatic situation, are doing ewrav- 
Jiing necessary to pre pa re France for fee 
future,” Mr. Kohl said after a few-hour 
ucctiog wife Mr. Chirac and senior French 
tnd German ministers. 

Asked if he was concerned that France 
aught bock down oa its budget reforms 
after two weeks of strikes that have crip- 
pled railandposi^rervice8,Mr.Kjrfri sad 

be bad ‘ ’absolutely ro worries.*. 

Mr. Chirac. in a reprise of hfcOd. 26 
policy U-tam fere piad mehic d n c rion at fee 
iop of fee government's priority fid, said 
ImtKMncetkdtopBraaefeepamliic faqns 
» restore itt economy to fre«H» and arete 


AGENDA 

U.S., on Bosnia, 
Bars Neutrality 

WASHINGTON (ReuteraX — The. 
United States is not neutral on the po- 
etical cooffictin Bosnia, but UB.xmfitery 
pcacctecpcrs wifi be evenhanrird in deal- 
i ng w ife ^ridra there, Drfcnsc Secretary 
WuHam J. Peny said Thursday. 

“I don’t believe we are neutral in the 
foil sense of that word,” he said in re- 
sponse to a question after a speech at the 
tVwiKr for Strataric and International 
Studies. “We beheve feat the Bosnian 
go v ernment and people have suffered 
at r ocities and lrfllwiga, flood WC don’t ap- 
proach this as psychologically neutral.” 
He added, “wtet we say we are, and 
what we win be, is evenhanded. And as 
peacekeepers we wlQ be evenbanded.” 

New AIDS Drag in U.S. 

WASHINGTON (NYT) — The Food 
and pmg .Ari min at B it i nn on Thnraday up- 
proved fee first of a new class of drugs 
desigoed to attack the AIDS vims, and ns 
maker promised to have it cn pharmacy 
drives w ithin 48 hours. The ding. 
Saquinavir, made by H uffmann -La Roche 
IncL, is a member ofthe class of drags called 


. Scores, caffe and restanrants report that nation’s “social fracture” and create jobs. Private-sector economists, urging the 
business has plummeted during the Christ- Mr. Chirac reversed economic policy in late Bundesbank to slash interest rates to jump- 

andsm- mrcgeasqn. Many economists say the pro- start the economy, warned that growth next 

Bank for trabfetiTransporiatian strike qwd chive . See FRANCE, PhgO 8' year could fell below 2 percent 

“I can’t see any reasrai why the Bun- 
desbank wouldn’t want to play its part in 
keeping the economy going and avoid re- 
cession by cutting rates,” said Julian Jes- 
sop of HSBC Markets in London. 

But even if the central bank were to 
reduce its discount rate below its present 
level of 3.5 percent, it could take six 
months for the cut to filter through to fee 
economy. 

Separately, in what was taken to be a 
sign of support for the embattled gov- 
ernment as it stands firm against striking 
workers in Paris, fee Bank of France low- 
ered its main money market rate 0.1 per- 
centage point Thursday, from 4.8 percent 
to 4.7 percent (Page 15) 

France is suffering from a lack of growth 
similar to Germany’s, wife third-quarter 
growth having been only 0.2 percent and 
most economists expecting no growth in 
fee last three months of fee year. 

Both Germany and France face rising 
unemployment, and the mounting econom- 
ic cost of strikes in fee latter country sug- 
gest that even if both economies avoid 
recession — defined as two consecutive 

See ECONOMY, Page 8 



Hidebound 
Capitalism, 
On the Cusp 
Of Reform 


By Alan Friedman 

International Herald Tribune 

COLOGNE — German capitalism 
has reached a crossroads where its 
lumbering strength is suddenly being 
tested by an agile and innovative 
world of international competition. 

A series of reforms and changes, 
some of them painful, will soon be 
needed as the country works to prosper 
in the future. 

In stark contrast to the way Ger- 
many towers over all other European 

economies, 

the coun- 
try’s finan- 
cial markets 
remain rela- 

£d ely S of four articles 

developed. 

And much of the German manufac- 
turing sector of industry has yet to 
complete the full extent of restruc- 
turing already achieved in places like 
the United States. Britain, France or 
even Italy. 

In fee financ ial world. Germany is 
on die cusp of reforms that could make 
it a more market-oriented place wife 
more transparent and investor-friendly 
forms of business practices. But the 
country's incestuous Old Guard, sym- 
bolized by fee way a few big banks 
continue to own big chunks of in- 
dustry, is loathe to give way. 

In industry, often held rack by the 
drive to achieve detailed consensus 
wife unions, more harsh job cuts are 
still to come as Germany struggles to 
remain competitive with its muscle- 
bound mark, often by transferring 
manufacturing out of fee country. 

The German industry federation es- 
timates that fee country has completed 
about three quarters of the stream- 
lining that began in 1991. In another 
two or three years, when the process is 
finished, total employment in fee Ger- 
man manufacturing sector will have 
declined since 1991 by 2 million, 
down to 8 milli on workers. 

Germany's slowing economy, mean- 
while, and the increasing likelihood that 
it will face several months of stag- 
nation, could accelerate layoffs, thus 
further swelling the ranks of the job- 
less. 

German politicians have failed to 
take advantage of the recovery since 
1994 to roll back the welfare state, 
make the labor market more flexible 
and take other unpopular steps while 
there was growth. 

“To best help German industry and 
push through such reforms,” a senior 
government minister insisted during a 

See GERMANY, Page 8 
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DAY IN COURT — Erich Priebke, 82, an ex-SS captain, leaving court 
Thursday as his trial for Italy’s worst war atrocity was delayed. Page 5. 


After the Economic Boom, 
Korea Grows Up Politically 


James Heston, 86, Dies, 
N.lf. Times Cohmanist 


MUtETWO INTERNATIONAL Page 6. 

A Day in the Life of the N.K Mayor Russians Shoteer Voters With Cash 

THE AMERICAS Pag* 3. BUSINESS/FI NANCE Pago 15. 

Politics and the Income Gap Gates Gels Serious About Internet 


“The policy's only motive is 
our society to fight aaemptoymeai mA 

See SUMMIT, Page 6 


ed jomnaSsts of Inis generation, died of 
cancer at his home in.^ Washington. 

Mr. Reston, 86, spentfive decades wife 

The New^ York Times as a correspondent, 

- w^iimnist andeditor.HewODfecpDlilzer 
Prize twice. (Page 7) 
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EUROPE PagaS. 

Luxembourg Remembers hs Savior 


tnter uad ott M i n a mffl md 


By Mary Jordan 

Washington Post Service 

SEOUL — South Korea is mainly 
known for its stunning economic miracle. 
In 1980, most people did not have a car, a 
phone or refrigerator. Now, Korean luxury 
cars, cellular phones and electronic equip- 
ment are staples at home and well respected 
abroad- 

But in recent weeks, the world has gotten 
a glimpse of the political change that has 
also transformed this country, long in the 
shadow of neighboring China and Japan. 

Its first elected civilian president has 
only held office since 1993. And the infant 
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What Piice Bosnia Glory? To Start, a Head of Hair 


By Rick Atkinson 


ditorium at this base 20 miles (32 kilometers) north of wants to put them in harm's way. Secretary of Defense 
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oa fee floor. He badhtttas soldiers feat few were name 
aadc gunners they said they were. He had wagered his 
hair. 

jC otpnrf Fontenot lost both his bet — fee anti-tank 
gunners had Mown their targets to smifeereens — and 
then Iris hair, which had just been sheared from ras head 
is a ceremony of greax urn fh. 

Now, bald as a cue ball he had a few words to say 
shout Bosnia. Tire fun was over. 

“Raise your hand if you think everybody is going so 
***** home alive in the First Armored DtviskmT' said 
rtM» rn »n ufeo will lead 4,200 soldiers from fee division’s 


Among fee hundreds of soldiers sitting in the an- 


Frankfurt, not a single hand went up. Wi 

“Good. Good grip on reality,” Colonel Fontenot said esj 
wife a nod “Sometime you may have imagined yourself voi 
driving through a tad neighborhood- Now you’re going thr 
to Hve in a bad neighborhood.” . . ytt 

He paced back and forth before suddenly whirling to ica 
face his soldiers. 

“Anybody hoe afraid to go?” 2^ 

More titan half the hands went up, including Colonel sol 
Fontenot's own. 

“I am,” he confessed. “My hand’s up." _ hel 

Such preparatory sessions — part theatrical perfor- sol 
mance, part therapy session, pat pep talk — have abs 
occurred in recent days throughout Germany, where 
most of fee 20 BOO VS. soldiers pledged to Bosnia are An 
mustering. Commanders such as Colonel Fontenot have fee 

tried to brace than- troops for the realty of the impending 

deployment while explaining the reasons the country 


William J. Perry was in Germany two weeks ago to 
Fontenot said espouse what he called fee “iron logic” of U.S. in- 
rined yourself volvement in the Balkans: The Bosnian conflagration 
f you’re going threatens Europe and NATO. Europe and NATO are 
vital American interests. Ergo, Bo snia is a vital Amer- 
ly whirling to ican interest worthy of the involvement of U.S. troops. 

But many commanders have discovered that such 
geopolitical syllogisms have limited appeal to young 
jding Colonel soldiers. Too abstract, too deductive. 

Although they respond to the emotional appeal of 
helping to end fee Bosnian bloodshed, these troops, like 
itrical perfor- soldiers through fee ages, win risk life and limb not for 
talk — have abstractions but for their comrades, 
many, where ‘‘Soldiers are grappling with fee same thing feat other 
to Bosnia are Americans are grappling'wife,” said Major Gary Daniel, 
Sontenot have the First Brigade’s personnel officer. “What’s the mis- 


See TROOPS, Page 8 


democracy is now at an historic turning 
point as it calls for a public accounting of 
the ways of its military dictatorship past. 

“First and foremost, we are showing the 
world that as young as Korean democracy 
is, fee democratic process is alive and 
well,” said Lho Kyong Soo, professor of 
international politics at Seoul National 
University. 

Two former army generals, who ruled 
the county successively from 1 980 to 1 993 , 

South Korea puts its armed forces on 
a “preparedness 1 '' alert. Page 4. 

now sit in jail awaiting trials for their part in 
a December 1 979 miUtajy coup and a mas- 
sacre of civilians thai followed iL Only last 
month the framer leaders, Chun Doo Hwan 
and Roh Tae Woo, were neighbors living 
more than comfortably in a wealthy suburb 
of Seoul. Now they eat prison food and face 
an unknown future. 

Korea is not only seeking to purge itself 
of fee corruption and cruelty of its two 
immediate past presidents. Prosecutors this 
week also indicted the heads of seven of 
Korea’s biggest companies on charges of 
offering bribes to government officials. 

While there could be some short-term 
economic repercussions for fee country in 
having the heads of such massive con- 
glomerates as Samsung and Daewoo go on 
trial, many economists believe feat Korea 
could in the long run become more eco- 
nomically sound. In the future, fee most 
efficient businesses might flourish instead 
of those with the closest government ties- 

This national reckoning is now taking 

See KOREA, Page 6 
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A Day in the Life of New York's Mayor/ Yankee in Dodger Country* 

Giuliani Rules City With Aggressive Assurance 


By John Tierney 

New York limes Service 

N EW YORK — In the public mind of 
this metropolis, Fiorello La 
Guardi a, the famed former mayor 
who left office in 1945, is the Little 
Rower, the builder of modem New York, the 
benevolent figure who read the comics to 
children on the radio. 

But the reality of Mr. La Guardia is this: 
Little Rower was just one of his nicknames; 
he was also called Little Napoleon, the Great 
Infallible and Midget Mussolini. At one pub- 
lic hearing he told a loyalist, “If you try to 
start anything with me, you’ll go out of that 
window, you bootlicking valet!” 

He did have charms that the current mayor 
lacks, but he could be just as self-righteous. 
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Second of two articles 


He, too, loved Italian opera and its impas- 
sioned zealots. His most appropriate nick- 
name, bestowed by a reporter, was an Italian 
phrase that would lit either Tosca or Scarpia. 
and that nicely suits Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
too: H Sacro terrore. The Holy Terror. 

Mr. Giuliani, the current Republican may- 
or, who pays homage to Mr. La Guardia. is the 
control freak, the slasher of budgets, the taut 
face of the former federal prosecutor that be is 
denouncing die vile stupidity of his enemies 
on television every night. 

Even as he manages to right the city's 
economy and cut the crime rate down to size, 
was it really necessary, Mr. Giuliani's critics 
ask, to create an international incident by 
ejecting Yasser Arafat from Lincoln Center 
during the recent 50th anniversary celebration 
for the United Nations? 


m 
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Baby Ifr+iiitynnTht New TbAT) 

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani striding toward his white van in midtown Manhattan on the way to another appointment. 


M R. GIULIANI’S day often begins 
with a live radio interview at 6:30 
or 7, and he is ordinarily at City 
Hall by 8 to meet with the dozen 
members of his inner circle. But on this recent 
Thursday, the staff meeting has been canceled 
so everyone can go to Brooklyn for the month- 
ly meeting of the full cabinet. Mr. Giuliani 
doesn't have to leave Grade Mansion, the 
mayoral residence, until 8:15. He and his wife, 
Donna Hanover Giuliani, see their two chil- 
dren off to school, and the mayor has a quick 
cup of coffee in the kitchen before climbing 
into his white van. Except for a phone call at 
4:30 AM. briefing him about reaction to his 
crusade to rid the Fulton Fish Market on 
Manhattan’s East Side of companies suspect- 
ed of having Mafia connections, Mr. Giuliani 


slept from 1:45 to 6:15. 
9 A.M. Arriving at Bn 


9 A.M. Arriving at Brooklyn Borough Hall, 
Mr. Giuliani stops in for a meeting with 
Howard Golden, the borough president, and 
borrows three paper clips to secure a trouser 
cuff that has come loose. They go into the 
grand courtroom for the cabinet meeting, at 
which several dozen commissioners and of- 
fidals listen to a list of demands from the 
borough president, exhortations from Mr. 
Giuliani and a speech from Randy Mastro, the 
mayor’s chief of staff. 

‘ ‘Organized crime has been prevalent in the 
Fulton Rsh Market for 70 years, and it’s not 
going to go away overnight,'' Mr. Mastro 
concludes. “But this mayor has the guts and 
the courage to stay the course." 

The commissioners applaud vigorously. 
Loyalty is vital in this administration. 


Last year, when newspapers were quoting 
unnamed commissioners complaining about 
budget cuts, all the commissioners were sum- 
moned to City Hall by Peter Powers, Mr. 
Giuliani's first deputy mayor. 

"I told the commissioners." Mr. Powers 
would later recall. “ ‘If it's too hard for you to 
make these cuts, tell me privately and we’ll part 
friends. If you want to stay on board, you can't 
criticize the mayor.' I was upset They all 
applauded, and after that die complaining 
stopped.” 

10:40 AM. After a brief press conference 
outside the cabinet meeting, Mr. Giuliani rides 
into Manhattan with his communications di- 
rector, Cristyne Lategano. She feigns dis- 
appointment that the news conference didn’t 
deal with a hot topic that week. Mr. Giuliani's 
decision to exclude Fidel Castro and Yasser 
Arafat from the dinner and conceit for the 50th 
anniversary of the United Nations. “I’m sur- 
prised you didn’t talk about Castro." Ms. 
Lategano jokes. 

Mr. Giuliani, who has been happily ex- 
coriating the Cuban dictator at every public 
opportunity, laughs and marvels at New York- 
ers who like Mr. Castro. ‘ ‘Maybe only in New 
York City can you actually find people who 
have a romantic fascination with people who 
hate their country,” he reflects. “It’s like 
having a romantic fascination with someone 
who hates your family." 

1 1:10 AM. Reaching City Hall, he heads 
upstairs to give awards and praise to city 


you’re not courageous, you're just crazy.’ He 
said the real test is to overcome it, to not let it 
stop you from doing the thing s that you think 
you should do." 

Mr. Giuliani’s father gave him an excep- 
tional opportunity to learn this skill alaneany 
age. The father was a Yankee fan. The son had 
no particular allegiance until the day his father 
dressed him in a Yankee unif orm and sent him 
out to play in the heart of Dodger territory. 
“The first thing they did was throw me in the 
mud," Mr. Giuliani recounted during a cam- 
paign commercial in 1993 that briefly de- 
scribed his travails as the only Yankee fan in 
Brooklyn. 


again why be is excluding Mr. Castro and Mr. 
ArafaL 

4 ‘So me people," a reporter says, “think 
that if the party is financed by public money, 
then you have no light to exclude people, 
including Castro.” 

“Wefl," Mr. Giuliani replies, “some people 
think that, because you say that, lad you're 
wrong." 

"Why?" 

“Why? Because you don’t bother to check 
your facts, which is a very irresponsible thing 
to do.” 


“I’m asking you the — ” 

“Get your facts right in the premise of your 
question.” 

‘Tm asking you to get the facts.” 

“No, you’re not," Mr. Giuliani says, glar- 
ing. “You asked the question, ‘Some people 
think that’ — the fact is, it is not funded by 
public dollars. The fact is that party is funded 


T HIS DAY, he elaborates: “To my 
father, it was a joke. Put a Yankee 
uniform on the kid and it’ll irritate all 
ray friends and relatives and it'll be 
fun. But to me it was like being a martyr I’m 
not gonna give up my religion. You’re not 
gonna change me. ' 

12:30 PM After a speech to maritime union 
leaders, Mr. Gi uliani heads downtown to his 
inevitable lunch on the road — pizza. 

1 :45 P.M. Back in his office, Mr. Giuliani 
poses for photos with six visiting teenagers 
from Israel and makes small talk. (“Tel Aviv, 
that’s a teeming city.") Joseph Vemer Reed, 
an undersecretary-general at the United Na- 
tions, comes into lobby him to attend the 
world leaders' speeches at the United Nations 
on Sunday. 

"I have the two best seats in the house for 
you,” Mr. Reed says. “You can listen to 
President Clinton, and when Castro gets up to 
speak you can walk out.” 

2 PM Time for the daily ritual in the Blue 
Room, which is crammed with reporters and 17 
television cameras. “It’s like going into the 
arena,” Mr. Giuliani says. “I look forward to 
it” Today the reporters want to know once 


employees packed into the public hearing 
chamber. "New York City," he reminds ev- 
eryone, “is the best city in the world." Then 
back to the van for a ride to midiown. 

On the way he reminisces about his father 
“He gave me the best definition of courage 
and bravery that I ever heard. I asked him right 
before he died if he was ever afraid. He said he 
was always afraid — ‘If you’re not afraid. 


by private dollars.’ ’ 

5:10 P.M. After two hours of telephone 
calls and meetings in his office, Mr. Gruliani 
rides to foe headquarters of foe United Jewish 
AppeaL He gets a standing ovation and is 
introduced as the man with courage who “has 
changed foe face of the city in two years." 

6:20 PM. Shaking hands as he w alks along, 
Mr. Giuliani leads his entourage down Park 
Avenue, pausing to look at a tie in a store 
window. “It’s ridiculous to pay $80 for a tie. I 
could find the same thing for $20." At the 
Waldorf-Astoria he changes into white tie and 
tails for foe Alfred E. Smith political dinner. 

1 1 PM After dashing from foe dinner to a 
live interview on the 10 o'clock news at WRX- 
TV, Mr. Giuliani beads home, sounding un- 
accountably energetic for a 51 -year-old man 
who has just worked 15 straight hours. “Today 
has been a fairly easy day," be says when he 
gets out at Grade Mansion. “I'm tut tired, m 
be up for another two hours.” 


■To our readers in Budapest 

Hand delivery of the IHT is now 
available on the day of publication. 
Call today at 161*3068. 
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A New Rhythm Method to Get Pregnant 

Study Finds Earlier ; Shorter Period for Fertilization 


By Curt Suplee 

Washington Post Service 


On December 16th, the IHT will publish 
a Sponsored Section on 


Kazaksian 


Among the topics to be covered are: 

■ A detailed look at the overall business climate. 


The well-developed, but under-capitalized, 
industrial base. 


Oil and gas - the priority development 
sector. 


Building an effective telecommunications 
network. 


A guide to doing business in Kazakstan. 


For further information, please contact Bill Mahder in Paris at 
(33 -1 ) 41 43 93 78 or fax (33 - 1) 41 43 92 13. 
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WASHINGTON — Couples 
who are trying to get pregnant, 
or trying not to, may need to 
change the rhythm of their 
method, according to a new 
study. 

Researchers reported in 
Thursday's The New England 
Journal of Medicine that the 
highest probability of pregnan- 
cy each month occurs during a 
six-day period ending on the 
day of ovulation, a time frame 
several days earlier and con- 
siderably shorter than conven- 
tional wisdom dictates. 

“The kind of thing that ob- 
stetricians tend to tell their pa- 
tients is that their most fertile 
period is a few' days before ovu- 
lation and a few days after- 
wards," said Allen J. Wilcox, 
who headed the research team at 
the North Carolina-based Na- 
tional Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences. "But our data 
seem to indicate that the day of 
ovulation is the end of the fertile 
time, not the middle of it.” 


In general, ovulation occurs 
approximately once a month 
around the 14th day of foe 28- 
day menstrual cycle, in re- 
sponse to a stimulatory cocktail 
of hormones. An egg, or ovum, 
is dislodged from its protective 
follicle in the ovary and be- 
comes available for fertilization 
by sperm. If not fertilized soon, 
the ovum is removed from the 
reproductive tract by menstrual 
bleeding. If it is fertilized, 
chemical changes begin in the 
womb that make the enviroo- 


A. Zac or, director of the re- 
productive endocrinology divi- 
sion at Johns Hopkins Medical 
Institutions. “It can alleviate a 


bit of the pressure" that couples 
“sometimes feel when they 


mem congenial to pregnancy. 
Although the overall proces 


Although the overall process 
is well understood relatively 
little is conclusively known 
about how long the opportunity 
for fertilization is. Estimates 
vary from two to 10 days. 

The researchers found that 
all pregnancies in the study 
group were initiated on foe day 
of ovulation or during the five 
previous days; none was pro- 
duced by intercourse after this 
interval. 

“1 think this is a very im- 
portant and helpful article for 
infertile couples,’ ' said Howard 


“sometimes feel when they 
think they must have inter- 
course on a certain day or all is 
lost.” 

Equally reassuring, be said 
is the finding that even though 
sperm might have been present 
in the reproductive tract for a 
day or two before ovulation, 
“that does not mean that one 
risks a pregnancy loss" from 
possible aging or degradation 
of the sperm. 

During the four-year study, 
the researchers recruited 221 
healthy women aged 26 to 35 
who were planning to become 
pregnant. Each subject provid- 
ed daily urine samples and re- 
ports of sexual activity. The 
urine specimens were analyzed 
for the presence and relative 
abundance of various hor- 
mones, and the readings were 
used to estimate foe exact day 
of ovulation. That record was 
then compared with the history 


Survivors Unlikely ^ 
In Russian Crash . 


said it could have plunged into 


MOSCOW— A search fora foe Sea of Japan. 


lane foal disappeared in foe The disappearance of the 


Russian Far East with nearly plane, days after two fetal 
100 people aboard was to re- crashes in the Transcaucasian 


sume at first light Friday, but republic of Azerbaijan, will re- 
officials held out little hope on vive concern about air safety in 


Thursday of finding survivors, the former Soviet Union. 

“I cannot imagine that foe "In 1988-1994 foe air safety 
passengers or crew had any situation has worsened,” said 
chance,” said the Moscow- Alexander Neradko, who heads 

« ■ n # _ ■ ^ — err _ , ..r.-n f il ( i i iii*mm > nf ntanv#! 


based Russian air traffic control a department which myesti- 
chief, Dmitri PoDcanov. gates air accuteats in Russia. 

1 ‘According to our infonna- “If we look at foe notorious 
tion from Khabarovsk," he 1994, foe level of air safety in 
said, “I can confirm that foe Russia was about 2 J times low- 
plane has crashed.” er than an average i 

The Interfax and Tass news in tile Internationa] 
agencies quoted officials as anon Or ganizatio n,' 
saying that the To- 154, which A total of 302 pe< 

disaroeared shortly after leav- air crashes in Russia 


er than an average safety level 
in tiie Internationa] Civil Avi- 


ation Organization.” he said. 

A total of 302 people died in 
air crashes in Russia in 1994, up 


mg Sakhalin Island for Khaba- from 222 the previous year. An 
rovsk, an hour away on the Rus- Aeroflot Airbus A-3 10 crashed 


sian mainland, had been in in Siberia last year after the pilot 
service since 1976 and flown allowed his teenage son to take 


more than 30,000 hours. 

Inter fax said that, unlike 
more modem aircraft, the plane 


the controls. Seventy died. 

The International Airline 


passengers Association warned 


did not have an automatic radio its members not to fly in or over 


unit dar would transmit its po- the former Soviet Union, citing 
si tion. This the search “overloaded airplanes, lack of 
more difficult 


cockpit discipline, pilot error, 


An official at Khabarovsk aging aircraft." 
tirport, seven time zones and The Russian transport min- 


9,000 kflometens east of Mos- 
cow, said rescuers had suspend- 
ed tbdr search for the *Di- L54 as 
darkness felL 


istex, Vitali B. Yefimov, con- 
ceded in April that air safety 
had become “very weak" and 
announced new controls to be 


There has been no official funded by 2 percent of a ir li n e 
report oo tiie exact number of revenues. 


passengers on board the three- 
engined 154-seat airliner. Mos~ 


The collapse of foe Soviet 
Union led to the breakup of for. 


cow air traffic officials said state airline Aeroflot and the cre- 
tfaere were 87 passengers, in- ation of dozens of “babySors,’’ 

_V. «■ . _ _ 1 V 1 — — m m if n rl 


eluding a baby and eight crew 
members. 


which inherited tiie airline's 
planes aid routes. Russia now 


Interfax the plane had has more than 400 airlines, 
probably crashed on land some- It was a babyflot, Khabarovsk 


where on tiie shores of tiie Tar- Airlines, whose plane disap- 
tar Strait, alihnugh other reports peared Wednesday. 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


Going Gets Even Tougher in France 

PARIS — The public sector strikes in Ranoe entered their 14th 
day on Thursday, and transportation problems got worse as airline 
employees joined a stoppage by foe national railroads and Paris 
bus and M 6 tro sendees. Here is a summary of tte main disruption 
on Thursday: 

* Still no rail or Paris public transport services. Bus and Mdtxo 
services were crippled in Marseille, Lille, Bordeaux and 
Toulouse. Public transportation in other provincial cities was 
restricted. Six of the 10 scheduled Eurostar cross-Channel lines 
linking Paris, Brussels and London ran on Thursday. The same 
number of trains would run on Biday. Striking SNCF employees 
staged sit-ins on foe rails, delaying in Eurostar de partures . 

■ A firemen’s strike that could continue on Friday forced 
Paris's Oriy and Charles de Gaulle airports each to operate only 
one of their two runways. The stoppage delayed arrivals by up to 

OO minutes and rigpartnres hy two tn flirty, hnnrx. A strike by cabin 

crew due to continue on Friday fenced Air France to cancel 15 of 
its 200 flights out of Paris while its domestic arm Air Inter said it 
ran 75 percent of its flights. • 

* A strike by some air-traffic controllers will continue untir ,T 
early Saturday. Scattered disruptions were reported at provincial 
airports. Services between Toulouse and Lyon were canceled. 

* Heavy traffic jams snaked around the capital, but roads were 
less congested than earlier in the week. 

* Ferry services from the northern ports of Calais, Dunkerque 
and Dieppe were disrupted. Dockers, called by unions to stage an 
open-ended strike, stopped work in Nantes, Marseille and Sete. 

* Truckers added to transport chaos by staging go-slow op- 
erations and partially blocking some roads. Several museums 
woe dosed. 


of intercourse to determine tiie 
day on which fertilization prob- 
ably occurred. 

Out of 192 pregnancies in tiie 
group, “conception occurred 
only when intercourse took 
place during a six-day period 
that ended on the estimated day 
of ovulation,” the researchers 
conclude. 

The probability of inter- 
course resulting in pregnancy 
ranged from one in 10 on foie 
fifth day prior to ovulation to 
one in three cm the day of ovu- 
lation. “If the probability of 
conception declines soon after 
ovulation," foe National Insti- 
tute of Environmental Health 
Sciences’ group wrote, “cou- 
ples who abstain from inter- 
course until they have evidence 
of ovulation may miss earlier 
opportunities.” 

The results also show that 


Pilots Call New Honrs Dangerous’ 

BRUSSELS — European pilots on Thursday attacked plans by 
aviation authorities to extend their maximum working day to 14 
hours as “unsafe and dangerous.” 

“We do not want to see existing levels of safety jeopardized," 
the European Cockpit Association, which represents amine flight 
crews, said in a statement. “We therefore ask that we are not 
stretched to the absolute limits of our endurance.” 

The organization said foe 23-countxy Joint Aviation Authorities 
planned at a meeting Tuesday to extend foe maximum working 
day and increase the permitted number of takeoff and landing 
cycles per day to three. (Reuters) 


Quarantine regulations have been introduced in Moscow 
hospitals and clinics this week to combat what authorities call foe 
city’s worst flu epidemic, the Itar-Tass news agency said. (AP) 


Correction 


m 


An article on the back page of the HTT’s editions of Nov/30 
gave the wrong date for the bombing of Guernica. The bombing 
took place in 1937. 


sperm appear to remain potent 
somewhat longer than generally 
believed. The findings “indicat- 
ed that sperm retain their ability 
to fertilize an ovum for up to five 
days in foe female reproductive 
tract,” foe authors wrote. 
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ees Now Politics Is All About the Income Gap 


y. ■ By Steven Ptaristein 

' , ' J ‘ WiaHii WQn Pott Service 

.. WASHINGTON — The 

«K^OTbetweeatfacricft^fl| 
poor ras bttoffls ti» csaitral issue & 
American politics, and fee party that 
figures out what to do about It — or 

fiujkes the zjgfat noises about it 

wiU dominate American politics. 

was the message from the 
ten and fee right, Democrat and Ren 
Publican, politician and pollster, 
economist and financier at a forum 
on inequality held on Capitol Hat 


"The tnain cause eff America’s 


toe nayes^tfae have-nots and those in 
the middle who feel they are on a 
treadmill in which they have to ran 
fester and fester merely to stad ia 
gac e/; sai d Representative Charles 
E. Schnmer, Democrat of Ifcw 
York, who organized the event wife. 
Senator Bill Bradley, fee Democrat/ 
of New Jersey who has amvwiv^ 
his .retirement 

Stanley Greenberg, who pollster 
fee White House and fee Democratic 
National Committee, mid fee gath- 


ering Wednesday feat nearly all re- 
cent elections had been decided by 
“downscale” voters who swing be- 
tween Republicans, Democrats and 
such independents as Ross Perot in 
search of an answer to their declio- 
mg ewmbanic fortunes. 

•> ‘There is no more central subject 
m politics today," Mr. Greenberg 
said, ‘'and no party will be suc- 
cessful without addressing it suc- 
cessfully.” 

Kevin Phillips, a free-ranging R©- 

.wn~» n gf and anthnr of * 'Thf- 

of Rich and Poor,” raid fee 


reluctance of Republicans to face up 
to the inequality issue was costing 
them fee support of a rtihri nf AyOr 

natural base of voters. 

Rather than signaling fee rise of a. 
new Republican era, Mr. Phillips 
predicted, the Republican takeover 
of Congress last year will go down as 
fee last gasp of a Republican era that 
began wife fee election of Richard 
Nixon in 1968 and has now been 
ta ke n over, by a coalition of tight- 
wing ideologues and Wall Street in- 
terests. He noted feat two earlier 
Republican eras, fee Gilded Age of 


tire 1890s and fee Roaring 1920s, 
ended when progressives were able 
to ride into office on fee mequality 

Treasury Secretary Robert E. Ru- 
bin opened fee session by asserting 
tfa t nsing inequality has so tom the 
social fabric that fixing it amounts to 
not only a morel or political im- 
perative but also an economic one. 

Jack Kemp, a former congress- 
man and cabinet officer who now 
beads a Republican tax-reform com- 
mission, warned that the plight of the 
urban poor had become morally 


“unconscionable” and politically 
unacceptable. 

For fear reason, he said Repub- 
licans should make raising econom- 
ic growth rates, not balancing the 
budget, their top political priority. 

Nobody at fee session took issue 
wife reports showing that household 
incomes of those in fee bottom 40 
percent of fee economy have slipped 
over fee last 20 years, when adjusted 
for inflation, while all fee income 
growth has been concentrated in the 
households in the top 20 percent 

But there was a spirited and, in the 


end. unresolved debate over what to 
do about it 

Steven Ranner of Lazard fifties & 
Ca argued feat the key to narrowing 
the income gap was mere and better 
training programs to get a better 
match between the jobs demanded by 
fee new economy and skills of work- 
ers at fee bottom of fee income 
scale. 

But Louis Jacobson, a researcher 
at Westac Inc., said his studies found 

such programs teach only a small 
portion of the work force that could 
benefit from them. 



By John E. Yang 

WnhingroH Past Service 

WASHINGTON — ■ The 
. ethics co mmitt B* of the House 
of Representatives has voted 
u na nimously to appoint an out- 
- side counsel to investigate fee 

speaker. Newt Giagrich. 

The counsel wwbe Timing 
to examining the question of 
whether Mr. Gingrich, a Geor- 
"ia. Republican, violated tax 
&w$ by using tax-deductible 
to finance a 


course he taught in Georgia. _ 
order to begin that inquir y, fee 
committee bad to find it bad 
..“reason to believe” there may 
faave been violations. 

The decision, which came late 
Wedn e sday after more titan six 
hours of closed-door negotia- 
I’&fiveRe- 
and five 


of the deal in 


At the. time, Mr. Murdoch 
was pressing for legislation to 
deregulate the broadcasting in- 
dustry and was facing a chal- 
lenge before the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to his 
ownership of the Fox Televi- 
sion Network. 

The panel questioned “the 
appropriateness of what some 
could describe as an attempt by 
you to figpitalm* OH yOUT of- 
fice.” It added, “At a minimum, 
this creates the hmxession erf 
exploiting one’s office for per- 
sonal gain. Such a perception is 


tains to. fee offioe.of the i 
of House, a constitutionaf office 
requiring the highest standards 
of ethics behavior.” 

Mire speaker’s 


manna that the in- 
vestigation of Mr. Gingrich’s ac- 
tivities begun IS months ago is 
likely to stretch inth next year’s 


Democrats hope to turn those 
ferns into a referendum 


on the House speaker. 

While fee panel cleared Mr. 
Gingrich of any wrongdoing in 
his $4.5 million bode contract 
with HarperCoUms, a publish- 
ing firm owned by Rupert Mur- 
doch, fee committee expressed 


press secretary, seized on fee 
counsel ’s limitedsc^te to claim 
vindication for Mr. Gingrich. 
“It's down to a such a narrow 
point and the special counsel 
has been limited to feat narrow 
point,” he said. 'This can only 
be very gratifying fra- us.” 

“Obviously I’m pleased by 
the unanimous, bipartisan ac- 
tion of the ethics committee and 
I am confident: after the com- 
mittee examines the remaining 
cfaxgp it, too, will be dis- 
missed,” Mr. Gingrich said. 


But the' committee’s letter to 
Mr. Gingrich was far from the 
dean bul of health that Mr. 
Blankley sought to 

The committee also 
that Mr. Gingrich had violated 
House rules m three other in- 
stances by allowing a political 
adviser, Joseph Gaylord, to 
work out of his congressional 
office and by twice using the 
House floor to promote the sale 
of videotapes of his college 
course and a political meeting 
sponsored by GOPAC, a po- 
litical action committee that he 
once headed. In each of those 
instances, the committee voted 
against taking any action. 

The committee also noted 
that it was “aware” of alle- 
gations feat surfaced last week 
that GOPAC violated federal 
election laws and thrt there were 
apparent links between contri- 
butions to GOPACandMr. Gin- 
grich’s congressional activities. 

The committee’s action be- 
gins a new phase of toe in- 
vestigation into Mr. Gingrich’s 
activities that could result in the 
committee filing ‘fonnal 
charges against him. If charges 
are filed, Mr. Gingrich would 
have a formal hearing to present 
a defense. Any major cfisci- 
plinary action, ranging from 
repr iman d to expulsion, would 
be dedded by the full House. 
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Two-Thirds ofParentB"PofledD6n’t Spare Spankings 


The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Most American p are nt s 
use shouting, timeouts and spanking wife a 
bare hand to discipfine their chfidnsvapoll 
shows. 

More severe fronts of cfiscmGzw appear to be 
ranch less acceptabte.accordmg to fee Gallup 
poll. 

One in five of fee 1,000 parents surveyed 
reported hitting their kids on the bottom wife a 
belt or biush, and one in 20 admitted sinking 
their child el sewh ere on the body wife a hard 
object The poll on child disciplme found that 
85 percent of parents said fee? had used 
“timeouts,” ~ — — - - Kn '* *•* 
this year. 


‘ or seat a child to his or her room. 


Ten percent said they had shaken the 
child. 

Among the poll’s findings: 

•Eighty-five percent: said they had 
screamed at the dnkL 

• About 65 percent said they had spanked 
the child wife a bare hand. 

* About 50 percent said they had slapped 
their child an the hand, aim or leg. 

On attitudes toward discipline and child- 
rearing, half the parents agreed wife the state- 
meat that it is sometimes necessary to dis- 
cipline a' child with “a good, hard spanking-” 
About 25 percent of parents agreed mat 
too much “may go to their 



G»U*>WThr Auodalni Acm 

President Clinton vetoing the budget plan. He used a pen Lyndon Johnson used 30 years ago for health-care bills. 


Clinton Budget Veto 
Hits Speciallnterests 

WASHINGTON — President Bin 
din ton’s veto of the Republican bal- 
anced-budget package dims the tax-relief 
hopes of special interests, ranging from 
airline companies to restaurant owners to 
funeral directors. 

Lobbyists who, after months of be- 
hind-the-scenes effort, cleared hurdles in 
both the House and Senate and won a 
place far their provisions in the budget 
bill now face the prospect of starting all 
Over. 

And their chances of gening their pro- 
visions into any compromise between 
Mr. Clinton and Congress are slimmer 
because fee pres dent made fee breaks, 
many of which had bipartisan support, an 
issue in the budget fight. 

“The bill provides unwarranted ben- 
efits to ccaporafions and new tax breaks 
for special interests,” Mr. Clinton said 
Wednesday in his veto message to Con- 
gress. 

“The Republican bill contains dozens 
of special tax breaks for particular tax- 
payers and special interests,” he added. 


“These special-interest favors for the 
well-connected are inappropriate in this 
deficit-reduction bill. Now is the time to 
close loopholes and special-interest pro- 
visions, not open up new ones.” 

The administration has targeted nearly 
30 special-interest provisions, which 
would cost tile government more than $3 
tallica in revenue over seven years. 

This kind of scrutiny will make it more 
difficult for such provisions as one sought 
by funeral directors — an increase in the 
death benefits that can be received tax- 
free from burial insurance policies. 

A White House statement elaborating 
on Mr. Clinton’s reasons for vetoing the 
budget specifically cited the bill’s repeal 
of a statute known as Section 956A, at a 
cost of $244 million over seven years. 
Enacted in Mr. Clinton’s 1993 budget. 
Section 956A prevents U.S .-based multi- 
national corporations from squirreling 
profits in overseas tax havens and was 
intended to reduce the incentive for mov- 
ing manufacturing plants to foreign coun- 
tries. 

Also targeted was a two-year extension 
of relief for airlines from fee excise tax on 
fuel Airlines’ profitability has improved 
and they do not need the break, the ad- 
ministration argues. (AP) 


Korean Airline Admits 
Illegal Contributions 

LOS ANGELES — Korean Airlines 
pleaded guilty to federal charges of mak- 
ing illegal campaign contributions to the 
1992 campaign of Representative Jay C. 
Kim. Republican of California 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Stephen A 
Mansfield said the airline had “agreed to 
cooperate in an ongoing criminal inves- 
tigation into campaign finance funds.” 

Mr. Mansfield did not disclose the fo- 
cus of the investigation, but it is known 
that Mr. Kim, an advocate of campaign 
finance reform, became the target of a 
probe into possible election, tax and la- 
bor-law violations after the Los Angeles 
Times reported be secretly used $485,000 
from his engineering corporation to fi- 
nance his 1992 campaign. (LAT) 

Quote/ Unquote 

President Bill Clinton, at the first 
White House conference on AIDS: “A 
cure and a vaccine: That must be our first 
and top priority." (AP) 


Away From 

Politics 

• The new Judge in the 
Oklahoma City bombing 
case will hear first, next 
Wednesday, a motion by 
news organizations to gain 
access to sealed docu- 
ments. Judge Richard 
Matsch was named to the 
case Monday. (AP) 

• Bernard Amos, who 
had been paroled four 
times, was executed in 
Huntsville, Texas, for fa- 
tally shooting a Dallas po- 
lice officer almost eight 
years ago. He said his life 
was being taken in error. 

(AP) 

• Erik Menendez admit- 
ted on the stand in Los 
Angeles, as he did in his 
first murder trial, that he 
shot his parents to death, 
saying he did so because he 
was afraid his father would 
kill him. His brother Lyle 
listened intently to the tes- 
timony Wednesday. Their 
first trial ended wife a 
deadlocked jury. (AP) 
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Limits on On-Line Smut Nearer in U.S. 


By Mike Mills . 

WaskagtotL Post Service 


formation over American com- 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
gress is on the v«ge of makin g 
it a federal crime to expos e mi- 
nors ro dirty wards or pictures 
on the foteniet and other on-line 

services. 

A group of House lawmak- 
ers. negotiating final details of 
major telecomrmmicatibns leg- 
islation, agreed Wednesday to 
apply to comparer networics ex- 
isting sexual content laws de- 
signed for broadcasting and 
sefephone conversations. 

The provision, tike a .fenilar 
provision in the Senate, would 
- — ■ prison sentences and 


[onewho knowingly transmits 

obscene or indecent material to 
minors or to pubfic areas of the 
networics where minors might 
see it It wobkl apply only to 
originators of the material, not 
fee on-line companies carrying 

^ Wednesday’s agreement, tf it 
beco mes law, would made fee 
first time the federal govern- 
ment has stepped in to control 
fee ever-growing flow of m- 


The issue pits people con- 
cerned foax children can easily 
access hard-core ponxigraphy 
on-line against civil libertarians 
who say that proposed curbs 
could restrict free speech and 
what they see as a blooming 
form of c ommiinic ation and 
work! community. 

Various federal and state 
laws have long regulated the 
sexual content of printed ma- 
terial, broadcast Aowsand tele- 
phone conversations. It is il- 
legal to sell sexual magazines to 
children, say certain wends on 
TV, for instance, or make un- 
wanted sexual phone calls.. Ma- 
terial deemed obsceate is banned 
in whatever form it appears. 

Bat lawmakers have stum- 
bled over how or whether to 
regulate on-line communica- 
tions, in which people use com- 
puters to exchange typed, ma- 
terial, images and. increasingly, 
sounds aim video. 

The House provision now 
most be reconciled wife the 
Senate-language as negotiators 
work to complete the telecom- 
munications meafflire. But be- 


cause the two provisions are so 

similar , anti- pornography • and 
religious groups feat have 
pushed for tough restrictions 
are confident they will prevail 

‘’We’re obviously eadreandy 
pleased and could not be hap- 
pier,” said Ralph Reed, direc- 
tor of the Christian Coalition, 
which lobbied heavily for the 
Senate and House provisions. 

Senator J. James Exon, a Ne- 
braska Democrat, who is spon- 
soring the Senate measures, de- 


nied That his bill would curb free 
Sexual material not 
obscene could still be 
transmitted between 
adults, his aides said, 
protected areas of on-line net- 
works, which children could not 
readily tap, also could continue 
to include the material. 

Civil liberties groups and 
electronic privacy advocates 
angrily denounced both propos- 
als as government censorship 
and an enforcement nightmare. 
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Seoul Puts Forces 
On Defense Alert 


North Denounces Move 


Agence France-Preae 

SEOUL — Citing the danger 
of an attack by North Korea, 
South Korea put its arzned 
forces on alert Thursday. The 
North Koreans reacted angrily. 

“South Korea's entire armed 
forces were put on winter vig- 
ilance and preparedness," the 
South Korean defense minister, 
Lee Yang Ho, said after a meet- 
ing of air force, army and naval 
commanders. He said the alert 
would last for more than four 
months. 

Mr. Lee warned that North 
Korea, burdened with econom- 
ic woes and serious food short- 
ages, might try to launch an 
attack. He asked South Korean 
troops to operate a “crisis man- 
agement system.” During the 
period up to April 30, die mil- 
itary was ordered to prepare “to 
thwart any possible provoca- 
tions by North Korea." 

North Korea described the 
moveas an attempt to “get out of 
the political crisis." 

“The South Korean puppets, 
who have suffered the worst 
political crisis over die slush 
fund scandal, are getting more 
frantic in confrontation with die 
North with outcries over the 
North’s provocations," the of- 
ficial Korean Central News 
Agency commented. 

But Mr. Lee said North Ko- 


rea, facing a crisis in its lead- 
ership, may have “misjudged 
the situation in die South." 

The defense minister in- 
structed commanders not to be 
shaken by * ‘public censure aris- 
ing from wrongs perpetrated by 
a small number of military per- 
sonnel in the past" 

Last week. Southern military 
units tightened security after an 
unusual Northern military 
buildup of warplanes along the 
Demilitarized Zone. 

President Kim Young Sam 
warned that North Korea might 
try to attack South Korea by 
taking advantage of political 
turmoil created by the arrest of 
two former presidents. 



Japan’s Leads- Acts 
To Force Renewal of , 
TJ.S. Okinawa Leases 


• ...•(! 


■ *.«ti * 


John MiEDoapll/AftowEriiwFhw* 

East Timorese protesters shouting slogans Thursday after scaling the fence around the Russian Embassy in Jakarta. 


Timorese Stage Sit-Ins at 2 Embassies 


Ccn^b 0* Saffron***** 1 

TOKYO — Rime Minister 
Toaniichi Murayama son at a 
court , order Thursday to force 
the governor of Okinawa to re- 
new leases for U.S. military 
bases on the island, which has 
been rocked by die rape of a 
schoolgirl 

Three U.S. servicemen are 
on trial for die Sept. 4 rape. 
Governor Masahide Ota has re- 
fused to sign documents ex- 
tending the leases on some land ■ 
housing U.S. military facilities 
refuse 


to re- 


■ Poll Shows Coup Fear 
About 30 percent of South 
Koreans worry that the political 
turmoil created by the arrests 
may lead to another coup, ac- 

S to a poll published 
, AFP reported from 
vast majority, how- 
ever, thought a coup highly un- 
likely. 

The jailing of the two ex- 
presidents and a subsequent in- 
quiry into their associates, 
mostly former military officers, 
has caused public unease in a 
country that had military dic- 
tatorships for more than three 
decades. 


The Associated Press 

JAKARTA — More than 100 East Tim- 
orese stormed the Dutch and Russian em- 
bassies on Thursday, occupying the build- 
ings and demanding that a petition for 
independence be delivered to a United Na- 
tions representative. 

“They are not seeking asylum," said 
Vladimir Kalinin, an official with the Rus- 
sian Embassy. “They only want to draw 
attention to their struggle for independence 
of East Timor." 

S mall er groups haH entered the em- 
bassies in recent weeks seeking asylum. 

The protests mark the 20th anniversary 
of Indonesia’s invasion of the form er Por- 
:se colony. 

r. Kalinin said the group of 47 youths 
at the Russian Embassy was calm as it 
waited for word dial its petition had been 
passed on to the representative of the Unit- 
ed Nations in Jakarta. 


He said the youths had scaled a wall 
before dawn, surprising guards. 

“We only want a referendum for East 
Timor and we shall stay here until we get a 
referendum, even to the last drop of our 
blood," a protester said. 

Nearly 60 Timorese youths had farced 
their way into the Dutch Embassy on 
Thursday with similar demands, and the 
police said they detained 13 East Timorese 


. The protesters also asked to meet with 
the visiting UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Jos6 Ayala Lasso, whom 
they want to mediate with Jakarta. Mr. 
Lasso is in Jakarta to discoss human ri^us 
problems with Indonesian leaders. 

Lata: in the day, Mr. Lasso said he could 
not meet with the p r ot ester s because of a 


‘tight schedule. 1 
Heb 


youths Thursday while they were trying to 
force their way ir 


tugues 


into the French Embassy. 

Indonesia took over East Timor after its 
troops intervened in a civil war that broke 
out m 197S. Tbe Revolutionary Front for 
an Independent East Timor has been fight- 
ing since then for independence, both was 
unclear whether the protests Thursday 
were related to that group. 

The United Nations recognizes Portu- 
, which ruled East Timor for more than 
i years, as tbe region’s administrator. 


; had met earlier with President Suhar- 
to and with a jailed East Timorese re- 
sistance leader. He said that, while In- 
donesia had taken some steps to improve 
human rights conditions, “There axe hu- 
man righ ts violations in Indonesia which 
must be corrected." 

Also on Thursday, 70 pro-Indonesia 
youths from East Timor demonstrated out- 
ride the Dutch Embassy, unfurling posters 
calling East Timor the “27th Province of 
Indonesia” and assailing Portuguese lead- 
ers as “human rights violators." 


that landowners 
new* 

The rape of die 12 -year-old 
schoolgirl triggered a strong re- 
action againstu.S. bases on the 
island. One of the U.S. service- 
men on trial in the case has 
pleaded guilty. 

Mr. Ota has already rejected 
an order from Mr. Murayama to 
sign the leases, and the gov- 
ernor was expected to reject all 
other orders, including one 
from the court. 

The first hearing on Mr. Mu- 
ray ama ’s bid, filed with the Na- 
ha branch of the Fukuoka High 
Court, has been set for Dec. 22. 
Naha is the capital of Oki- 
nawa. 

Mr. Murayama is expected 
eventually to be given me au- 
thority to sign the contracts 
hims elf to force the landowners 
to renew their leases. 

He has littie time left to com- 


plete the legal procedures, with 
the first of the teases due to 
expire at die end of next March, 
Mr. Ota. with the backing of 
most Okinawans, is demanding 
that u.S. military installations 

be reduced gradually. 

Mare than 75 percent ofUA 
military facilities in Japan are on 
Olrinawa, the poorest of Japan's 
47 prefectures, occupying about 
20 percent of tbe island. 

The commander of Ameri- 
can forces in Japan said Thurs- 
day that die crisis in Japan-UJS. 
security ties caused by tbe rape 
had “crested,” and he forecast 
an upswing in relations. 
Speaking on a day when an 

poll was released 

a record number of 
unhappy about ties 
with the United States, die com- 
mander, Lieutenant General 
Richard Myers, broke a long 
public silence on the issue to 
’ ' about the 


"In terms of a crisis, it is my 
hope that we have crested.'' 
General Myers told a group of 



Forum to Pave Way on Hong Kong’s Future 


BRIEFLY 


The Associated Press 

BEIJING — A committee appointed by 
China to advise it on Hong Kong's tran- 
sition began its last meeting Thursday be- 
fore giving way to a new, more powerful 
panel that will facilitate China’s takeover 
of die British colony in 1997. 

China’s foreign minister, Qian Qicben. 
opened tbe two-day session of the Pre- 
liminary Working Committee and urged it 
to finish laying the groundwork for its 
successor, the Preparatory Committee. 

The new committee will begin work Jan. 
1, using its predecessor’s recommenda- 
tions to make decisions on how Hong Kong 


should be run once China takes over on 
July 1. 1997. It is to made up of at least SO 
percent Hong Kong residents; the rest will 
be appointed by China’s Parliament 

On Monday, a Chinese official in charge 
of Hong Kong affairs sought to allay fears 
that tiie committee will become a rival center 
of power in the final 18 months of British 
rule. Xu Ze, head of tbe political department 
in China’s Hong Kong and Macao Afiaizs 
Office, reportedly said the committee's 
work will aid China after it takes over, not 
before. 

Journalists were allowed only a glimpse 
ofMr. Qian ami the other Chinese and Hong 


Kong members of the 70-strong body before 
they began their closed-door meeting. 

The state-nm Xinhua News Agency re- 
ported that tiie committee would issue 
statements on Hong Kong's politics, econ- 
omy, law, culture and public order. In a 
1984 agreement with Britain, China 


to maintain Hong Kong's cap- 
after it res 


resumes 


italist ways for 50 years 
control 

But disputes over the enclave’s future 
political system, and the Chinese military’s 
brutal suppression of pro-democracy 
demonstrators in Beijing in 1989, have left 
many Hong Kong residents anxious. 
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France Fails to Mollify 
2 of Its Nuclear Critics 


CANBERRA — Australia and New 
Zealand, the most vigorous critics of French 
nuclear testing in tiie Sooth Pacific, reacted 
sourly Thursday to tbe French announcement 
that its tests would end ahead of schedule. 

“We do not want fewer tests, we want 
none," said Prime Minister Paul Keating of 
Australia. The tests ‘ ‘should never have start- 
ed and should end immediately," he said. 

New Zealand welcomed the decision but 
warned it would only be happy if the p rogram 
were scrapped. “I would s&Q like to hear the 
French say no further tests are Decessary at all,” 
said Foreign Minister lion McKinnon. (AFP) 


Foreign Ministry spokesman. Chen Jian. 
“Taiwan also cannot use any reason to force 
its system on tiie mainland." He added, “Dif- 
ferent systems should not be an obstacle to 
talks between the two sides." (Reuters ) 


India Rebukes U.S. Aide 


Sri Lanka Warns Rebels 


COLOMBO — Lieutenant General Gerry 
de Silva, chief of the Sri I-ankan Army, said 
Thursday be would never let Tamil Tiger 
rebels take control of eastern Sri Lanka. 

General de Silva told the Lankapuvathnews 
agency that the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam were dreaming if they imagined they 
could take control of the east “If the Tigers 
attempt to take control of tiie east, they wifi be 
firmly and severely dealt with," he said. 

Military intelligence sources said the Tigers 

bilize a region w^e^the ^umy^ is thinly 
stretched after pulling out most of its troops for 
tbe offensive that captured Jaffna. (Reuters) 


NEW DELHI — India has complained to 
the United States about “undiplomatic lan- 
guage" used by a U.S. State Department of- 
ficial responding to an Indian minister's 
charges or U.S. interference in Kashmir. 

Tbe unidentified State Department official 
in Washington was quoted in tiie Indian press 
as saying that charges made in the Indian 
Par liament by the minis ter of home affairs, 
S Chavan, were “utter nonsense.” 

“Mr. Chavan peps off like that once or month 
or so on his own,’ ’ the U.S. official reportedly 
added. “He is an embarrassment to his col- 
leagues in tbe Indian go vernment 

Vinod Grover, a senior official of the Min- 
istry of External Affairs, summoned tiie U.S. 
charg6 d'affaires to express India’s displea- 
sure over tie remarks. (AFP) 


VOICES From Asia 


General Chavalit Yongchaiyndh, tie Thai 
defense minister, reacting to allegations that a 
Swedish company had bribed Thatpoliticians in 
connection with a submarine contract, a charge 
tie Swedes have denied: “I suggested tie navy 
not buy from Sweden because Sweden 
la la 


caused a lot of trouble for us.” ( Reuters ) 


Beijing Seeks to Soothe 


BEIJING — China said Thursday that it 
would not impose communism cm Taiwan in the 
event of reunification, nor should Taiwan at- 
tain to impose a capitalist system on a reunited 

G hm fl 

“We, the Chinese central government, will 
not force our own system on Taiwan," said a 


Chen Jina, the Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, re ac t ing to ness questions on tbe 
whereabouts of the boy_Beij5ng has chosen to 
na,Til 


be tiie Panchen Lama, Tibet's second- 
spiritual leader. “To know the address 
every average Chinese and introduce them to 


you is not the fob of flic Foreign Ministry 
To Otina, the boy you mentioned 


spokesman. 
is just one of tiie 1.2 bfllkm~ Chinese 
pie." 


’AP) 



going 

fo see it get better.” 

He described the incident as 
a “terrible crime and tragedy” 
but said he was “surprised’ ax 
how tbe issue had snowballed^ 
into tiie biggest crisis in Japan- 
U.S. security ties since the end 
of World War H. 

He insisted tbe rape was an 
isolated incident and not char- 
acteristic behavior of “99.99 
percent of U.S. forces.” 

He said the United States was 
to be as “flexible” as 
in meeting Okinawan 
both on relocation 
and requests for forces to be 
1 ms intrusive in island life. 

General Myers said it was for 
historical reasons, with tiie in- 
vasion of Okinawa near the end 
of the war, rather than strategic 
reasons, that 75 percent of U.S. 
bases were on an island taking 
up only 1 percent of Japan’s 
land area. 

But he made it clear that any 
posable changes in deploy- 
mem must not interfere with the 
overall nuieb er of troops in 
Japan or their combat readi- 
ness. 

In an example of how U.S. 
forces have kept a lower profile 
in maintaining their combat 
readiness since the rape, ar- 
tillery units on Okinawa 
stepped firing practice fcn 10 
weeks, resuming it only la%. 
week. 


“We just can’t put people in 
blow the whistle 


bunks and 
when it’s time to go” to war, 
General Myers said in explain- 
ing why training must be kept 
up. 

General Myers said the 
morale of U.S. forces remained 
high despite the setback, how- 
ever. 

On Thursday, a major opin- 
ion poll on Japan-U.S. ties was 
‘ showing that, for tiie 
; time since the survey start- 
ed 17 years ago, more Japanese 
were unhappy about tiie rela- 
tionship than happy 

The poll by the Yomiuri 
Shimbun and tiie Gallup Or- 
ganization said fewer than one 
m four Japanese polled, or 232 
percent, believed relations were 
good. (Reuters, AP) 
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By Barry James 

International Herald Tribun* 

PARIS — With workers 
again pouring into the streets in 
a day of mass action Thursday, 
the spreading series of strikes 
and demonstrations in France 
revealed not erne cause for 
grievance but- dozens. 

The government's plans to 
reduce spentUng cm social se- 
curity and to increase taxes has 
sparked a bewildering outpour- 
ing of discontent Although 
unions say their purpose is to 
halt the reforms proposed by 
Prime Minister Alain Jupp6, the 
fact is that the unrest is caused 
largely by disparate 1 groups 
fighting to protect time-en- 
crusted privileges. . 

“Everyone has poured into 
the breach with his own banner 
and his own slogan,'* the week- 
ly Evenement du Jeudi com- 
mented. 

_ Some commentators have 
tried to draw parallels with the 
1968 uprising, but there is no 
unified political idea behind the 
current unrest as there was then. 
And although both students and 
workers are- striking ■ *nrf 
demonstrating, there is no ef- 
fective alliance between the 
two groups. 

According to the phil osopher 
} Guy Sorman there is little ra- 
tional explanation for the unrest 
that has disrupted peoples' lives 
and the nation’s economy for 
nearly two weeks. 

Writing in the' ma garine 
L’ Express, Mr. Seaman sug- 
gested that strikes and demon- 
strations are a fundamentally 
French way of defying author- 
ity and breaking with routine. 

‘ ‘The history of France is full 
of such moments, which leave 
some with a bitter taste but oth- 
ers with the feeling that they 
have taken part in a war or its 
civil substitute,” Mr. Sorman 
said. 

Behind the strikes is a na- 
tional blues — a generalized 
feeling of unhappiness about 
persistently high unemploy- 
ment, tax increases arei tbe fail- 
ure of President Jacques Chirac 
to keep election promises. 


Not all the troubles have 
been caused by pocketbook ife. 
sues. ‘ ' 

Womefltbbifto'ihti stre&sfci 
defense of feminist issues. Aj- 
-chiteriure students occupied a 
bridge in Paris because respoo- 
- ability forthem has been trans- 
ferred to die Ministry of Cul- 
ture, and they fear this could 
affect their job prospects; ?=>•» ■ 
Students inRouen raratpfed 
their mti'ferstfy because of lack 
of fending and overcrowded 

lecture halls, touching off a stp- 
dent revolt elsewhere in the na- 
tion. ; . •-*•< 

A hastily .epayened student 
coundl detf^niJed 50 trillion 
banes' 4a L ;drt5clits, creation ' of 
45,000 reaching ; and support 
posts, aai'-Jend to immigration 
conti’Ols 'ibn forei^n students, a 


.. ...v.A.vjC- * 


rcrowded 

m tnena- w * jy .*••< * ■ ; ‘ ■- , sx^ 

v *>&; : = 




universities and the establish- 
ment of fainfly planning r-Hnirs 
in aflmriveisities. 

They' also demanded the ab- 

Tnmfi/m nf !U<- T.tnnX’A ___ 




rogation _ of Mr. Juj>pfi’s pro- ' ' joHR 0 bi ne /.i^fr»r-.iw 

P 05 ^ wSfere Ganges. No question about this French demonstrator's opinion. 


Papandreou I Watch: 
Political Paralysis 

ATHENS — Greece was gripped by 
political paralysis on Thursday amid a 
widespread consensus that the ailing So- 
cialist prime minister. Andreas Papan- 
dreou. should be replaced — a move 
barred by the constitution while he 
lives. 

Mr. Papandreou remained for the 18th 
day in critical condition at an Athens 
hospital with lung and kidney failure as 
senior members of his Socialist Party 
called for a successor and the press said 
the country needed to be governed. 

“Greece needs a prime ministernow.” 
said the Kathimermi newspaper in a 
front-page editorial. “If the governing 
party can't give a solution, then the rest erf 
the political world should demand it with 
all available democratic means." 

Opposition parties also have called for 
a successor, but all moves are blocked by 
an article in the constitution that the prime 
minister can only be replaced if be resigns 
or dies. 

Interior Minister Aids Tsohatzopou- 
los, a possible successor, is standing in for 
Mr. Papandreou and will represent 
Greece at next week’s European Union 
summit meeting in Madrid. 

But constitutional experts said he can 
carry on as acting prime minister only for 
a limited time and on condition that Mr. 


Papandreou is able to return to his duties, 
which seems highly unlikely. 

A tracheotomy performed Wednesday 
allowed Mr. Papandreou to communi- 
cate. “We are all hanging on his every 
word," a party official said. “Until now 
he has only written a note saying. Til get 
better.' “ (Reuters) 

SS Man in Italy Court 

ROME — Erich Priebke. a former SS 
captain, was brought to court for the first 
time on Thursday over Italy's worst 
wartime atrocity, but a decision whether 
to commit him for trial for 335 killings 
was put off on procedural grounds. 

About 30 relatives of those shot to 
death in the 1944 massacre came to (he 
courthouse hoping to confront Mr. 
Priebke, but were kept waiting outside the 
closed-door hearing, attended only by die 
judge, prosecutors and attorneys. 

Thursday's hearing was held to review 
whether sufficient evidence exists to hold 
a trial before a military court (Reuters) 

EU Budget Annulled 

BRUSSELS — The European Union’s 
court ann tiled the 1995 EU budget Thurs- 
day because of bureaucratic squabbling 
within the trade bloc, but officials said the 
verdict would have little impact 

It will not affect the EU’s daily op- 


erations or require major changes in EU 
spending over the last three weeks of the 
budget's validity, said an EU spokesman, 
Klaus van der Pas. 

“The effect of the budget is pre- 
served," he said. “We can continue op- 
erations normally." (AP) 

* * * 

Calendar 

* * * 

EU events scheduled Friday: 

LONDON; The EU commissioners 
for relations with Eastern Europe, Hans 
van den Broek, and for humanitarian aid, 
Emma Bonino, attend the London Peace 
Implementation Conference on Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (until Saturday). 

BRUSSELS: Last day of conference 
for socioprofessional organizations from 
Europe and from African. Caribbean and 
Pacific countries. 

BRUSSELS: Last day of conference 
on drugs in Europe. 

BRUSSELS: The commissioner for 
tourism, Christos Papoutsis, receives 
Mario D’Addio, the Italian undersecre- 
tary of state in charge of tourism, and 
takes part in the European Commission 
forum on European tourism. 

Sources: Agence Europe, AFP. 


ior - Patton 


" By Barry James' 

International Herald Tribune • 

PARIS -^— Alftou^h Tfe fought in 
many of the major campaigns in North 
Africa and Europe during World War 
n, General ' George- S. Patron is 
nowhere better remonbererithan in the 

GenOTlfttttoiFs^Mm^owing in- 
juries m a traffic accident in Germany 
in December. 1945= is being marked 
with .special fervor in Luxembourg, 
where the general is buried with 5.076 
o&er -ttfficm- and tneir of the U.S. 
Third Army. He is a special hero in 
Luxembourg, its savior, some believe, 
far having won, the famed Battle of the 
Beige: - v,* 

. . A Grarancmy at General Patton’s 
graveside; m the Hamm military cer- 
emony, seffor Friday, is die last of die 
many co mm emorative events in Eu- 
rope marking die 50th anniversary of 
fhe e&dftif the war. ' 


-Most towns in Luxembourg have a 
street or square named after the soldier 
who is bailed as the nation's liberator, 
and one, Ettel brack in the Ardennes, 
calls itself unofficially Patton Town. 
The U.S. ambassador to Luxembourg, 
Clay Canstantinoii. said he had attend- 
ed 75 Patton-related events since his 
arrival 18 months ago. 

The ceremony Friday, he said, will 
be an opportunity to bring together 
hundreds of Luxembourg and Amer- 
ican schoolchildren in order to keep the 
Patton frame alight for the next gen- 
eration. 

The general’s granddaughter, Helen 
Patton Plusczyk, who teaches at North- 
western University in Illinois, also 
planned to attend die ceremony along 
with Grand Duke Jean. Prime Minister 
Jean-Clande Juncker as well as die 
chief of staff of the US. European 
Command, Lieutenant General 
Richard Keller. 

Luxembourgers credit the Third 


Army with twice saving their country, 
first in September 1944 when it ended 
the Nazi occupation of the capital and 
again in January 1945 when it smashed 
the German counteroffensive in the 
Ardennes, the Battle of the Bulge. 

After stopping the German push. 
General Patton (hove his troops across 
Germany, taking tens of thousands of 
demoralized prisoners. At the end of 
hostilities on May 7, 1945. die Third 
Army was inside Czechoslovakia. 

. General Patton was removed from 
co mman d of die Third Army in Oc- 
tober 1945 because of his outspoken 
criticism of the allied de-Nazification 
program and given responsibility for a 
force that existed mostly only on paper, 
the 15th Army. 

On the way to a pheasant shoot. 
General Patton was injured when his 
car collided with an army track on Dec. 
9, 1945. He died in an army hospital in 
Heidelbeig on Dec. 21 at the age of 
60. 


The general’s widow, with die con- 
currence of the U.S. War Department, 
decided that be should be buried in 
Europe. 

And since he had always said that he 
wanted to be buried among his men, it 
seemed appropriate that he should lie 
among some 10,000 dead of the Third 
Army in Luxembourg. 

Die bodies of many have been repa- 
triated, and Genera] Patton's grave is 
one of the 5,076 that remain in the 
Hamm military cemetery, just outside 
the city of Luxembourg. 

The grave was originally one in a 
row of identical white markers. But so 
many people visited it, with conse- 
quent damage to the surroundings, that 
it was moved to a spot of its own and 
surrounded by a paved path. 

Apart from this, however, there is 
nothing to distinguish it from any other 
tomb in the cemetery as befitting, Mr. 
Constantinou said, of “a man of deep 
humility.” 
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very good health! 


interests and a wealth of experi- 
ence to the relationship. 

Hoechst Marion RontseL 

The new family name. 


Hoechst is one of the world's 




with its main focus on phannar 
ceuricak. 

Backed up by Roussel Udaf, 
I as important French affiliate, 

I Hoechst is wdtt ip among the 


It’s a good match too in geo- 
graphical terms. While Hoechst 
and Roussel have a powerful 
presence in Europe, Marion has 
made a name for itself particu- 
larly as a partner to the large 
health care organizations in the 
United States. Together they 
form one of the world’s greatest 
forces in health care and they 
are well positioned to move to 
the top in the next few years. 

What brings the partners to- 
gether is a commitment to meet 
patients 1 needs more quickly and 
effectively, and to develop inno- 
vative drugs to treat diseases that 
are currently incurable. 

To their health - and to yours! 
Hoechst 
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The Check Is Often in the Mail 
As Russians Pick Parliament 


By David Hoffman 

Washington Post Service 


MOSCOW — Prime Min- 
ister Viktor S. Chernomyrdin 
has never before campaigned 
for public office, but he has 
already displayed a fine touch 
for one of the oldest rules of 
incumbency: How to shower 
the voters with cash before an 

election. 

The Russian government, 
which has often complained of 
being broke and has frequently 
been months behind in meeting 
payrolls, is suddenly flush. 
Leading up to the Dec. 17 par- 
liamentary election, the Rus- 
sian Treasury has been pump- 
ing out money to a host of angry 
voters, from coal miners to pen- 
sioners to teachers. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin’s party. 
Our Home Is Russia, has bill- 
boards all over Moscow pic- 
turing a smiling prime minister 
with his hands together at an 
angle in the shape of an A- 
frame roof. Vote for Our Home 
Is Russia, it suggests, “if you 
value your home.” Inexplica- 
bly, the billboard uses the same 
image — a roof — that Rus- 
sians popularly associate with 
mafia protection. 

The party, often dubbed “the 
party of power" because its 
base is among the bureaucratic 
apparatus of the regime, is pre- 
senting itself as a centrist al- 
ternative that will preserve sta- 
bility. But polls show that many 
voters are not particularly sat- 
isfied with the status quo. Mr. 
Chernomyrdin’s party has 
seemed to be struggling and in 
recent weeks the prime minister 
has responded with generous 
dollops of cash and promises. 

Russia’s payments to 37 mil- 
lion pensioners have been 
chronically late, especially 
since Parliament increased pen- 
sions last summer. But as the 
election approached — pen- 
sioners are a bulwark of the 
Communist Party vote — back 
payments were cleared up. 

“Today we have paid out 
everything down to the last ru- 
ble.’ ’ said the first deputy prime 
minister. Anatoli B. Chubais. 


Where did the money come 
from? The government is in the 
midst of a privatization program 
in which it is exchanging shares 
in state-owned companies for 
loans from banks. The plan re- 
cently brought in more than 
$500 million, Mr. Chubais said. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, the for- 
mer gas industry chief exec- 
utive who was appointed to his 


post by President Boris N. 
Yeltsin, recendy promised re- 


Yeltsin, recendy promised re- 
lief to chief editors of Russia's 
troubled newspapers, which 
have been laboring under the 
high costs of newsprint and dis- 
tribution. Mr. Chernomyrdin 
said a new law on financial sup- 
port of the media would take 
effect early next year. 

At a meeting with the editors, 
the prime minister asked them 
not to give so much attention to 
extremists — or “odious can- 
didates” — among more than 
5.000 running for the 450- seal 
lower house of Parliament. 

“You must not allow your- 
selves to be pulled along by 


idiots,” Mr. Chernomyrdin im- 
plored the editors. 

When coal miners in north- 
ern Russia threatened recendy 
to strike, their protests were 
heard in Moscow. The govern- 
ment said it would allocate $ 109 
million to pay back wages to the 
miners. After exporters com- 
plained that they suffer because 
of the ruble’s low value com- 
pared with the dollar, the gov- 
ernment stashed export duties. 

The army has been issuing 
ever-louder complaints about 
delayed wages ana shortages of 
equipment and training. More- 
over. the bloody suppression of 
the separatist movement in 
Chechnya has been costly. The 
military-industrial complex, 
too, has complained about the 
government's failure to pay for 
orders. So Mr. Chernomyrdin 
promised that Russia would pay 
debts to the armed forces in full 
by the end of the year. 

Teachers are among others 
who also have seen fatter pay- 
checks lately. 



Clashes Mar - 

Big Victory ; 

By Party of * r * 
Mubarak 


CiwyCtir,} Or SzfFn*i Oar * a fc* 

CAIRO— The Egyptian gov- 
erning party won an overwhelm- 
ing parliamentary majority in 
eletmons during which thugs 
roamed the countryside aimed 
with clubs and firearms and at ~ 
least 28 people were killed. 

Interior Minister Hassan Alfi 
said Thursday dial the govern- 
ing National Democratic Party 
ofPresident Hosrn Mubarak had 
won 317 of the444 sears at stake 
in the two rounds of voting. 

Independents. including 
many expelled from the party 
for insisting on standing against 
its nominees, won _ 1 14 seats. 
Political sources said many of 
these had already rejoined the 


. . ^ r _ % w 

HANOI GETS READY FOR CASTRO — A Vietnamese finishing a Cuban flag for Fidel Castro’s visit Sunday. 


party, giving it a crushing ma- 
jority for five more years. 


KOREA: After the Boom , Nation Is Growing Up Politically SUMMIT: Kohl Backs Chirac on Reform 


Continued from Page 1 


place in large pan because of the eco- 
nomic successes that within one gen- 
eration increased the average house- 
hold income more than tenfold. A new 
and broadening middle class has lent 
stability to the country and allowed it 
to both pressure the government for 
reforms, and withstand the shock of 
sudden change. 

“Many Koreans are encouraged 
that we are capable of such radical 
surgery to the body politic, and feel we 
will emerge the healthier for it,” Mr. 
Lhosaid. 

Mr. Roh has already acknowledged 
amassing a $650 secret fund from cor- 
porate bribes. There is much public 
speculation that Mr. Chun's slush fund 
may have been even bigger. 

Along with the money scandal, the 
two former leaders also could face 
prosecution for murder. 

The current president, Kim Young 
Sam. recently announced he would 
back special legislation to facilitate 
prosecuting the two army generals for 


their part in a 1980 massacre of citizen 
protesters. Official counts say 2o0 
people died in the city of Kwangju, but 
many others believe the real figure is 
far higher. An impartial inquiry into 
who ordered the shooting of Kwangju 
civilians has never been conducted, 
and there is sudden hope that at least 
some of the truth may now emerge. 

“Putting these men on trial would 
not have been possible five years 
ago," said Kim Byung Kook, a po- 
litical scientist at Korea University. 
Now, however, the “new political cul- 
ture allows” the public to seek justice. 
Because the military has been purged 
of those men that were “politically 
oriented,” Koreans also feel that they 
can pursue democracy without jeop- 
ardizing national security, he said. 

When voters go to the polls for 
National Assembly elections in April 
and the presidential election in 1997, 
they are expected to seek even more 
change. 

These elections could completely 
wipe out the old guard, those politi- 
cians in their 60s and 70s with con- 


nections to Mr. Roh and Mr. Chun. 

“We will probably see the emer- 
gence of a rather different generation, 
a younger one more capable, and prob- 
ably more professional,” said Mr. 
Lho. 

President Kim is striving to distance 
himself and his party from the recent 
scandals. He changed his party's name 
this week from the Democratic Liberal 
Party to the New Korea Party. He is 
planning a cabinet reshuffle. 

But political observers here say that, 
despite his symbols of a new day, Mr. 
Kim is tainted by yesterday's prob- 
lems. In his effort to get elected, he 
merged his party with that of his pre- 
decessor and friend Mr. Roh. 

Even though some are pleased he 
has thrown his weight behind the pros- 
ecution of Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh. 
others say be had little choice. Public 
demonstrations over the matter were 
growing. 

But Mr. Kim can be credited with 
starting a string of democratic reforms 
that now have such momentum there 
seems to be no end in sight. 
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ensure social cohesion,” he said. 

The determined message on a single 
currency was part of a broader ini- 
tiative agreed by Mr. Kohl and Mr. 
Chirac aimed at reviving the process 
of European integration and setting an 
agenda for reforming the European 
Union to enable die bloc to take in new 
members in Eastern Europe. 

Mr. Chirac also won Mr. Kohl's 
backing for German participation in 
two European spy satellites, a key 
French defense aim. “Germany and 
France both think it is necessary for 
Europe to develop some knowledge in 
this key area, for political, economic 
and technological reasons.” they said 
in a joint statement 

Mr. Kohl said he wanted the pro- 
gram to be open to other countries, 
particularly the United States, al- 
though he did not make dear if the 
American role would be an operational 
one or as a user of its information. 

The two leaders' agenda for EU 
reform included the clearest call yet for 


different levels of policy cooperation 
to prevent the Union from hitting dead- 
lock as its membership grows and loses 
cohesion. In a four-page letter ad- 
dressed to Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
afflez of Spain ahead of a s ummi t meet- 
ing of EU leaders in Madrid on Dec. 15 
and 16, Mr. Kohl and Mr. Chirac called 
for introducing a clause in the Union's 
founding Treaty of Rome that would 
“permit states with the commitment 
and the capacity to develop doser co- 
operation among themselves." 

“We want to exclude no one in Eu- 
rope,” Mr. Kohl said, “bat we also do 
not want to have die slowest nation set 
the pace.” 

German and French officials said the 
clause was aimed at preventing a re- 
currence of die problems that nearly 
killed the Maastricht treaty, which was 
saved only by allowing Denmark and 
Britain to opt out of key provisions 
including a single currency. French of- 
ficials also are eager to prevent new 
neutral members like Sweden from 
blocking its efforts to develop an EU 
security policy. 


jority for five more years. 

Opposition parties, which 
won a total of only 13 seals, 
continued to assert that the po- 
lice, supporters of the governing 
party said the local authorities 
had connived to rig the voting. 

“From the start, the whole 
thing was ridiculous," said 
Ibrahim Abaza. deputy secre- 
tary-general of the liberal Wafd 
party, which won five seals. “It 
proves the corruption of the gov- 
ernment and the need for im- 
mediate political reforms." 

Independent monitoring 
groups came to the same con- 
clusion, and the country's main 
human rights group, the Egyp- 
tian Organization for Human 
Ri ghts , asked Mr. Mubarak to 
cancel die election results. 

The Interior Ministry, which 
ran the elections, reported ir- 
regularities by all political 
groups, but Mr. Alfi gave no 
indication the government 
would back down on its view 
that the elections had reflected 
the w01 of die people. 

Ar least 15 people were killed 
dozens were wounded and more 
than 100 arrested Wednesday 
when gangs of rival supporters 
clashed around the country. 

(Reuters, API 
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’** Stalin’sBio^raphei 


By Alessandra Stanley 

New York Times Service 

MOSCOW, -t— Colonel Gen- 
eral Dmitri A. Volkogonov, 67, 
a Soviet Army historian who lost 
his illusions about communism 
and helped strip his countrymen 
of theirs, died of stomach cancer 
Wednesday in Moscow. 

General VoDcogonov’s bi- 
ographies of Stalin, Trotsky and 

Lenin, based on secret docu- 
ments to which he had unique 
access in the 1970s and 1980s as 
chief of the military's psycho- 
logical warfare department, 
helped force Russians to rede- 
fine the way daey looked at the 
past. 

While the crimes of Commu- 
nis leaders woe well-known to 
Western scholars. General 
Volkogonov was ibe first Soviet 
historian, and the only Soviet 
military scholar, to document 
them in a systematic way. 

He was a breakthrough fi gi irp 
— a man who began his career 
as an orthodox party member, 

Switzerland Aids 
Russia in Sav ing 
A Virgin Forest 

Reuters 

GENEVA — A multimil- 
lion-do liar Swiss grant will 
help environmentalists in Rus- 
sia protect the Siberian tiger and 

the snow leopaid and safeguard 
a vast virgin forest 

The Swiss government on 
Thursday awarded S mil li on 
Swiss francs ($43 million) to 
the World Wide Fund for Na- 
ture to be used in Russia. 

The Fund’s main project will 
be to ensure die protection of 
the Pechora Ilyich reserve, Eu- 
rope’s largest virgin forest. 

Other projects in die four- 
year program , include helping 
Russian authorities to protect 
threatened animals Nice the 
Siberian tiger aid snow leop- 
ard. 


teaching Marxi st-Leninj st pro 1 

paganda, and ended it as ahaid=‘ 
line anti-Conmunist 

A liberal member of Parlia- 
ment and ft military adviser to : 
President Boris N. Yehsin of 
Russia, General Volkogonov 
lost &TOT m the Kr emlin by 
opposing the war in Chechnya. 

On Wednesday, the Stale 
Duma, die lower house of Par- 
liament stood in silence to pay 
a final tribute to the man who 
called himself “the blade 
sheep’’ of Soviet generals. 

His biography of Stalin^ 
whidi was banned by the party’s . 
Central 'Committee when her 
completed U m 1983. created a 
furor when it was published in 
1988 nndea' Mikhail 5. Gor- 
bachev’s policy of glasnost. 

His expose of Lenin, based 
on 3,724 tbp secret documents 
and published in 1991, wasal- 
most as controversial because it 
painted the Bolshevik leader, 
wbomady stiD revered, as ruth- 
less and immoral. 

Clair C. Patterson, 73, 
Dated Age of the Earth 

los Angeles clat) — 

. Qair C. Panerson, 73, a Cal- 
ifornia Institute of Technology 
geochemist who dated the age 
of the Earth and discovered lead 
contamination in modem man, 
leading to the Clean Air Act of 
1970, died Tuesday in Sea 
Ranch in Northern California. 

His first Tanrimarir research 
occurred in 1953 when he pin- 
pointed the age of the Earth at 
4.6 billion years. Scientists had 
generally agreed previously on 
about 3 bahoo years. 

Lord Matthews of South- 
gate, a British press baron better 
known as Victor Collin 
Matthews, the former propri- 
etorof the Express Newspapers 
in I-nndm and commander in 
chief at Canard Cruise Ships 
andihe Queen Szabeth 2, died 
Tuesday. Ins 76th birthday. 
News reports said he died of 
cancer near Saint Brelade . on 
the Channel Island of Jersey. 
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WAR AND PLAY IN KABUL — A boy throwing snowballs with a catapult on Thursday in 
the Afghan capital as government soldiers work on captured rebel tanks in the background. 

Ads Seek to Justify Nigerian Acts 


By Paul Lewis 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Nearly a month 
after Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other 
human rights campaigners were 
hanged in Nigeria for the murders of 
four pro-government chiefs in die 
Ogam region, the families and sup- 
porters of the slain chiefs have begun 
an mtcrnational campaign that seeks 
to justify the executions and portray 
Mr. Saro-Wiwa as a man of vio- 
lence. 

“Over time, we’ve been looking 
for an opportunity to get the facts 
out,” Desmond L. Orage, the sen of 
Chief Samuel N. Orage, one of die 


four chiefs who were killed in May 
1994, said in a telephone interview 
from Washington. “We are trying 
to put down the correct version of 
what happened.” 

The campaign, including a two- 
page advertisement costing 
$102, « 75 that appeared Wednesday 
in The New York Times, coincides 
with advertisements that have been 
placed by the Nigerian government 
in South Africa. Ghana and Zim- 
babwe drat accuse the Western 
news media of distorting die case 
against Mr. Saro-Wiwa and assert- 
ing that he and the other human 
rights activists received a fair and 
constitutional triaL 


Times Rebuffs Japan Rightists 


fntentational Herald Tribune 

NEW YORK — The New York 
Times has declined to publish a 
full-page ad submitted by a con- 
servative Japanese soup denying 
that Japan was at fault in World 
War II, a spokeswoman for the 
newspaper said Thursday. 

. The spokeswoman, Nancy 
Nielsen, said die ad “didn't meet the 
standards of decency” set by the 
newspaper: 

“We were particularly con- 


cerned about die ad’s denial of the 
Rape of Nanking,” she said. 

During their invasion of China, 
Japanese troops in 1937 butchered as 
many as 300,000 civilians in 
Nanking, according to Chinese his- 
torians. It is still a sensitive issue in 
China, Commenting cm the Japanese 
group’s {dan for the ad, the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesman, Chen 
Jian, denounced its allegations as 
“purely fictitious,” Agence France- 
Presse reported from Beijing. 


“In this newspaper you will find 
an accurate and concise account of 
the events which led to my father’s 
death and ultimately Ken Saro-Wi- 
wa’ s prosecution, conviction and 
execution,” Mr. Orage said in an 
open letter accompanying the ad- 
vertisement. 

The advertisement asserts that 
Mr. Saro-Wiwa included the four 
slain Ogoni chiefs in a list of “vul- 
tures” who “deserve to die.” 

The letter included an address for 
Mr. Orage at Post Office Box 
741115, Los Angeles, 90004. The 
advertisement was placed by the 
Kobani, Badey and Orage Memo- 
rial Foundation of Philadelphia and 
gave a chronology of events dating 
from 1990, when the Movement for 
the Survival of the Ogoni People 
was founded by 12 tribal chiefs to 
press for rights of the ethnic group, 
to the conviction of the nine ac- 
tivists. Mr. Saro-Wiwa had been the 
movement’s spokesman. 

The foundation is named after 
Chief Edward Kobani, Chief Samuel 
N. Orage, Albert T. Badey and Chief 
Theopiiilous B. Orage, the four Ogo- 
ni leaders who were lolled. A post 
office box and phone number in 
Philadelphia were given. The phone 
number was for die law office of 
Leonard H. Bennett, according to a 
secretary who answered die phone. 
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Jan ies Reston, Columnist 
And Times Editor, Dies 


By R.W. Apple Jr. 

New York Times Senice 

WASHINGTON — James Reston, S6. 
die former New York Times columnist, 
Washington correspondent and executive 
editor, died of cancer Wednesday night at 
his home in Washington- 

First as a reporter and then, beginning in 
1953, as a columnist, Mr. Reston was per- 
haps the most influential journalist of his 
generation. In Washington, where he was 
based, and also in capitals around the 
world, he had unrivaled access to the high 
and the mighty. Yet he retained a wry, sen- 
deprecating personality, free of bombast, 
and always sought to reduce political com- 
plexity to plain language. 

“What I try to do,” he said, “is write a 
letter to a friend who doesn't have time to 
find out all the goofy things that go on in 
Washington.” 

Interested in China and the Soviet Union 
as well as the United States, a student of 
domestic politics as well as diplomacy, he 
won two Pulitzer Prizes and dozens of 
other awards. 

Mr. Reston was forgiving of the frailties 
of soldiers, statesmen and party hacks — too 
forgiving, sane of his critics said, because 
he was too close to them. But his stem moral 
standards, rooted in die Victorian values of 
his youth, never wavered. He remained an 
idealist in a world of cynics. 

From his strong-minded mother be in- 
herited a Presbyterian conscience and an 
abiding sense of duty and responsibility. 
Work hard, he was taught Work for large 
goals that transcend self-interest Be co- 
operative. Be modest 

A talent scout of prodigious capacity, 
Mr. Reston hired and trained many of The 
Times' best-known journalists, and served 
as mentor to many more. To each of them, 
be passed along a lifetime's lessons about 
cralt and country. 

Mr. Reston’s 50-year association with 
The Times began when he joined its Lon- 
don bureau on Sept 1. 1939. die day 
Hitler’s armies marched into Poland, ig- 
niting World War 1L It was a fitting day on 
which to start his career at the paper, much 
of winch would be spent recording and 
reflecting upon the aftermath of that raleful 
day. 

His nationally syndicated column ap- 
peared regularly until 1987. when he be- 
came senior columnist He retired from 
The Times in 1989, without ceremony, on 
his 80th birthday. 

In an interview marking die occasion, he 
said die two greatest political triumphs in 
his lifetime had been the common defense 
system developed by die West after World 
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Mr. Reston, a giant in his profession. 

War II and the improvement in the lot of 
black people in America since 1 960. 

Mr. Reston, who was bom in Scotland, 
described the men who met in Philadelphia 
in 1787 to draft the Constitution as the great 
heroes in his adopted country's history. 
The document that they produced, he said, 
made possible “the triumph of the mod- 
erates” over the next two centuries. 

A moderate himself, hostile to both fas- 
cism and communism, he described jour- 
nalism’s role in their eclipse as ‘ ‘one of the 
great pleasures of my life.” 

Asked whom he had most admired, t be 
chose Jean Monnet, the French visionary 
who conceived the European Community. 
He said Monnet was die greatest man be 
had ever known as well as the person who 
had most deeply influenced his own think- 
ing. Monnet proved, Mr. Reston often said, 
that “if you don't demand credit for things, 
you can push diem through.” 

Mr. Reston thought of himself primarily 
as a reporter, and be often beat his com- 
petitors to be the first to write about major 
news events. His coverage of the Dum- 
barton Oaks Conference in 1944, which 
laid die groundwork for die United Na- 
tions, won him his first Pulitzer, in 1 945. 

His articles disclosed the substance of 
secret documents being circulated among 
delegations from the United States, the 
Soviet Union, Britain and China on the 
structure of the proposed organization. 

Mr. Reston won his second Pulitzer in 
1957 for distinguished reporting from 
Washington. The articles cited were written 
in June 1956 and analyzed die effects of 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower's illness 
on the functioning of the executive branch. 
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Belgrade Rebuffs Paris on 2 Airmen 


C—apMbjOmrSiqfFrnuDwachn 

SARAJEVO — Yugoslavia 
rebuffed warnings by France on 
Thursday of possible retaliation 
unless two French pilots 
downed by Bosnian Serbs three 
months ago were breed, calling 
the threats unacceptable ana 
counterproductive. 

The Foreign Ministry in Bel- 
grade was responding to a 
warning by President Jacques 
Chirac to President Slobodan 
Milosevic on Wednesday that 
he would “draw all the appro- 
priate conclusions” if the two 
were not freed rapidly. 

French officials, however, 
made it clear that the fate of the 
pilots would not affect die sign- 
ing of the Bosnian peace accord 
in Paris on Thursday, in which 
Mr. Milosevic will take part. 

Advance units of NATO 
troops who will enforce the 
agreement are already in 
Bosnia to prepare for the arrival 
of 60,000 more soldiers. 

European and North Amer- 
ican foreign ministers were 
meeting in Budapest on Thurs- 


“The Fact that efforts so far 
have not yielded the expected 
results do not in any way bring 
into question Yugoslavia’s sin- 
cere interest and readiness to 
clear up this case.” 

The last official word on the 
pilots was on Oct. 1 8, when the 
Bosnian Serbian leader, 
Radovan Karadzic, said they 
had been captured and taken to 
a hospital but were later kid- 
napped by an unknown group. 
French officials described the 
explanation as “grotesque." 

The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization staged three 
abortive rescue missions for the 
two in September. 

The French magazine VSD 
said in on article published on 
Thursday that French secret 
services had located the two 
near the Bosnian Serbian head- 
quarters at Pale, near Sarajevo, 


at a private property owned by 
an officer close to Bosnian Ser- 
bian Army commander. Gen- 
eral Ratko Mladic. 

In Bosnia. United Nations of- 
ficials reported that Muslim 
families in northern Bosnia had 
been evicted from their homes 


day to approve a plan for elec- 
tions in Bosnia, a major pillar of 


nons in Bosnia, a major pillar or 
the peace accord dividing the 


by Serbian refugees from other 
areas, in violation of the Day- 
ton. Ohio, agreement. The ac- 
cord guarantees the rights of mi- 
norities to live in their homes. 

A spokesman for the UN 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees in Sarajevo, Kris 
Janowski. said they had reports 
of about 60 Muslim families 
being evicted from their homes 
in the village of Dubrave in 
northern Bosnia, a Bosnian Ser- 
bian heartland. 

Relief experts fear that con- 
tinued ethnic cleansing is un- 
dermining whatever hope 
drafters of the Dayton deal had 
about postwar Bosnia function- 
ing as a multiethnic society. 

in another development, the 
United Nations on Thursday 
defended its failure to intervene 
in parts of Bosnia where Croa- 
tian forces are systematically 
burning and looting towns and 
said it did not think NATO 
troops would get involved in 
similar circumstances. 

The same British forces will 
be on the ground in these areas 
for NATO when it deploys later 
this month as are there now as 


“If you look at our mandate, 
our inieipretarioa is we were 
not sent here to stop civil pop- 
ulations burning down their 
own houses.” a UN spokes- 
man, Lieutenant-Colonel Chris 
Vernon, said. “You've got to 
ask NATO this: Do they think 
that’s what they’re coming for? 
It’s not my understanding," he 
said. (Reuters, AP) 


■ U.S. Lawmakers Balk 

Nearly half of the House of 
Representatives urged Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton on Thursday 
not to send U.S. peacekeeping 
troops to Bosnia. Reuters re- 
ported from Washington. 

A 1 0- word letter to Mr. Clin- 
ton stating simply. “We urge 
you nor to send ground troops to 
Bosnia," was signed by 184 
members, just 34 short of a 218 
majority. 

“We should send troops into 
battle oily when America’s se- 
curity is at risk,” Representa- 
tive Bob lnglis, a South Car- 
oltna Republican, said. The *v£- 
lener was signed by 171 Re- 
publicans and 13 Democrats. Bo 
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Bosnian Serbs treading on an American flag Thursday in Sarajevo to protest provisions of the Dayton peace accord. 


country into Muslim-Croatian 
and Serbian halves. 

France hinted earlier Thurs- 
day that it might strike at the 
captors of the airmen shot down 
during NATO air raids against 
Bosnian Serbs in August, but it 
gave no direct indication that it 
knew who was holding them or 
where they were. 

“The pilots must be freed 
immediately," said the Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, Jacques 
RummelhardL If they are not, 
he said, the consequences “will 
strike those who are responsible 
for their detention and those 
who have not respected their 
commitmenis-” 

Foreign Ministry sources 
said the word “strike” was a 
veiled threat of force aimed 
partly at Mr. Milosevic, who 
has said he felt a personal re- 
sponsibility for the two air- 
men. 

The Yugoslav Foreign Min- 
istry. in a statement on Thurs- 
day carried by the Tanjug news 
agency, rejected “all tenden- 
tious interpretations of the in- 
cident" and attempts to “mis- 
use it in order to exert pressure 
on, and make threats against, 
the Federal Republic of Yu- 
goslavia." 

The ministry continued: 


GERMANY: Stakes Go Beyond Borders as Country's Lumbering Capitalism Faces a Critical Test Over the Course of Reform 
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recent conversation, "we need 


toughened only very’ recently, 
and a few big institutions such 
as Deutsche Bank still enjoy 


24.4 percent owned by 
Deutsche Bank. 

Jurgen Krumnow, a member 
of the board of Deutsche Bank, 
acknowledged in an interview 


a crisis, a recession.” But dur- enormous power. 


ing the last recession politicians 
said the opposite, namely that to 
introduce reforms they needed 
a period of growth. 

In broader terms, wfaat hap 
pens in German capitalism will 
have an impact far beyond the 
borders of Europe's biggest 
economy. Because of Ger- 
many’s sway over the rest of the 
continent, its slowness or in- 
ability to make critical changes 
in certain sectors could be a 
drag on the pace of change else- 
where in Europe. 

Among financial institu- 
tions. German banks and in- 
surers undoubtedly enjoy the 


“In the United States,” said 


David Hermann, chairman of that “we need more reform in 
Adam Opel AG. the German German capitalism, we need 


subsidiary of General Motors 
with S20 billion of annual rev- 


more deregulation, our stock 
market is too small and we 


parties. For example. Jfirgen ties, saic 
Grossmann, owner and chair- here on i 
man of Georgsmarienhuette, a compani 
Lower Saxony manufacturer of the den 
precision engineering steels, German 
said his company, with 700 mil- shares." 
lion Deutsche marks ($485 mil- The c 
lion) of annual revenues, had stitution 


X ss that German companies 
have enormous problems 
because the old German system 


ties, said that “what is needed the ’Made in Germany' label argues that Goman comgmies 
here on die supply side is more but by labels that show the will have mmous P|^Jems 
comoanies going public and on product was designed or eo- because the old Cfenn an system 
aH side convincing gineered here, but built in east- of consensus, of trade union 
investors to buy era Europe, or the United representatives along on com- 
States, or Asia.” pany boards, of social solidar- . 

icism of German in- In the last five years, he not- ity, no longer function at a ^ 
with plenty of brute ed, German companies have in- time of radical change, 
little imagination is vested some 173 billion DM ‘T don’t see enough change 


enues, "the share price reflects don't have enough big inter- 
people’s expectations about the national companies.” 


future. But not in Germany be- 
cause this is not a real market. 
Here the shares are locked up 
with emotions and vast block 
control of shares by the big 
banks. 

So there is no shareholder 
who can vote with his feet" 

Few questions are as con- 
troversial in Germany — and 
remain as unresolved — as that 


Mr. Krumnow, one of the 
new generation of Deutsche 
Bank executives, said “it 
would be great if we could sell 
our stakes in industrial corn- 


said his company, with 700 mil- shares. States, or Asia, 

lion Deutsche marks ($485 mil- The criticism of German in- In the last five years, he riot- 
lion) of annual revenues, had stitutions with plenty of brute ed, German companies have in- 
difficulty getting loans from power but little imagination is vested some 173 billion DM 
franks b ecause of the cozy re- not limited to finance, however, outside Germany, and only 25 
lationship between big banks Industry is also under fire for billion DM in Germany. The 
and big companies. not moving fast enough to re- trend is likely to_continue, ac- 


‘No German bank will lend structure. 


me money at the moment,’ ’ said 
Mr. Grossmann, “because the 


Reimut Joctrimsen, a Bun- 
desbank council member. 


trend is likely to continue, ac- 
cording to many German finan- 
cial ana industrial leaders. 

All of this discussion goes 


panies.” but he complained of the big steel companies which 
“tax obstacles” such as heavy are in the hands of die big 


steel business is dominated by blames die currently slow pace under the umbrella phrase of doorstep.’ 
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occurring either in Bonn or with 
die unions," Mr. Hermann 
said. 

“They are not moving for- 
ward and we have some very 
serious problems on our 


most clout in Europe because of of the way big banks retain 
their capital strength. But Ger- large stakes in industry. 


who can vote with his feet" capital gains taxes that the bank banks. They see me as disturb- 

Few questions are as con- would need to pay on its profit ing the system, and dial’s OJK. 
troversial in Germany — and when disposing shareholdings, with me. I am profitable and I 
remain as unresolved — as that What is needed, he said, are don't want any loans from 
of the way big banks retain “some tax breaks.” them.” 

large stakes in industry. The way Germany’s oli- In an effort to be more in- 
Deutsche Bank has had its rep- garchical group of big banks temational, meanwhile. Dep- 
utation tarnished over the past exert power over the national sche Bank has shifted its in- 
year by the Metallgesell schaft economy is seen by critics as vestment banking to London, 
scandal, where the bank was holding back entrepreneurs, while Dresdner Bank has ac~ 
both a lender and a shareholder, and even denying the oxygen of quired the British merchant 
and by the huge losses and al- fresh capital io members of the bank Klein wort Benson. Bp 
legations of management fail- Mittel stand, Germany’s famed this has been criticized back in 
ures at Daimler-Benz, which is network of medium-sized com- Frankfurt, which aspires to he- 


man financial markets remain a 
clubby affair. 

The Frankfurt bourse is small 
compared to the City of London 


or to Wall Street, the interests of both a lender and a shareholder, 
minority investors are not well and by the huge losses and al- 


looked after, insider trading has 
been rampant until laws were 


of change partly on tire reunit- 
ing of east and west Germany io 
1990. “Unification,” said Mr. 
Joch-imsen, '‘produced an in- 
ward looking Germany, and has 
aggravated our challenges.” 
He said the problem was that 
“our big companies, Daimler- 


what is known in Germany to- 
day as Staadort Deutschland * a 
debate about whether Germany 
can remain competitive as a 
manufacturing location. 


Oth er * believe that Germany 
will master the period of change 
between now and the year 2000, 
and they point to die proposal to 
forgo wage increases in ex- 


Manfred Bodin, chairman of change for job security that was 
die Norddeotscbe Landesbank. made recently by Klaus Zwick- 


“our big companies, Daimler- observed that part of the reason eL president of IG Me tall, die 
Benz and all the others, took a why Germany’s Old Guard is powerful and m i l ita n t German 
long time to learn how to be so apparently disoriented is that trade union, 
competitive." globalization has come rapidly The Zwickel proposal is seen 


year by the Metallgesell schaft 
scandal, where the bank was 


vestment banking to London, 
while Dresdner Bank has ac- 
quired the British merchant 


Ludolf von Wartcnbexg. di- to Ge 
rector-general of the German years. 


so apparently disoriented is that trade union. 

globalization has come rapidly The Zwickel proposal is seen 

to German industry in recent by many as a sign that German 


bank Klein wort Benson. But industry federation, noted that 


legations of management fail- 
ures at Daimler-Benz, which is 


this has been criticized back in many companies were transfer- the Czech Republic 
Frankfort, which aspires to be- ring facilities to low-wage or doorstep,” Mr. Bo 


Frankfurt, which aspires to be- 
come a more relevant European 
financial center. . ■ 
Rudiger von Rosen, manag- 
ing director of Deutsches Ak- 
tieninstitut, the institution 
which promotes German eq Hi- 


ring facilities to low-wage or doorstep,” Mr. Bodin ex- 
growing areas such as East Asia plained, * ‘with cheap Costs, and. 


and Eastern Europe, and thus . many Of . our jobs wjjl be ex- 

^ • • » 


exporting jobs. 

“In the future," said Mir. von 
Wartenberg, “our compctitive- 


ars. . - unians have become more prag- 

‘ ‘Now we have countries like made and that reforms can be 
t Czech Republic an our introduced without the land of 
arstep,” Mr. Bodin ex- social unrest seen in France, 
lined, “with cheap costs. and No 1 one thirds die change 

my Of- our jobs wfll be ex- wjB corae-c&sQy, but in Ger- 


ported. "tins is a 'moment ofr toany, as elsewhere, agreement 
structural change, and an un- an the diagnosis of the problem 
comfortable moment- for that, means half ibe battle has been 


ness will not be measured by reason.” Opel’s Mr. Hermann won. 



ECONOMY: Germany’s Slowdown Sends a Shudder Through Europe 
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quarters of negative growth — 
they could still both be headed 
for several months of stagna- 
tion. 

Such a period of very low 
growth, perhaps do more than ] 
percent, could further damage 
the chances of France’s achiev- 
ing enough growth to slash its 
budget deficits and qualify for 
Europe's single currency pro- 
ject, economists added. 

It could also dampen growth 
prospects throughout Europe, 
since Germany and France to- 


“In most Continental Euro- 
pean countries recovery began 
two years ago and die speed has 
slowed down nearly every- 
where without there being the 
danger of recession so for,” 
Hans Tietmeyer, the Bundes- 
bank president, said Thursday 
in Hamburg. 

But he also warned that “un- 
solved structural problems are 
surfacing more and more, and 
this is true for Germany too.” 

Also Thursday, economists 
at Salomon Brothers Inc. fore- 
cast an average 1996 growth 
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getber account for 43 percent of 
die European Union’s output. 


rate of 22 percent for foe Group 
of Seven leading industrialized 


THEY 
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“There is a very good cor- 
relation between Goman and 
French growth,” Mr. Jessop 
said “What was particularly 
worrying about die latest Ger- 
man figures is that the GDP 
number was flattered because 




companies had built up a lot of 
stock they could not selL” 


of Seven leading industrialized 
nations. 

Growth in the United States 
would be 2.1 percent and in 
Japan 23 percent, tire 
economists said. 

“Overall, the 1996 outlook 
favors moderate growth, lower 
rates, except in Japan, and sta- 


ble currencies.” they wrote. 
— ALAN FkIEDMA 



Source- Satoman Brothers 
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FRANCE: Juppe Picks Mediator to Resolve Nation’s Labor Unrest 
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THEY PICK ON MEN, 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN ALIKE 


October and said France would 
face two years of austerity to 
bring down public deficits and 
meet die criteria necessary to 
join Germany in moving to a 
common European currency. 

The strike has sorely tested 
the patience and resources of 
millions of beleaguered com- 
muters. Yet, in a profound mis- 
calculation by the government. 


the French public appears to 
have cast its sympathy with the 
rail strikers who have perpetrat- 
ed much of the daily misery. 

“The strike has proved very 
effective because it is a re- 
minder of how unhappy every- 
body is with the way they are 
governed,” said Brigitte 
Chapelon, a 40-year-old clerk. 

when Mr. Juppd unveiled his 


care and delayed pensions for 


the public sector, aides say, he 
was prepared fora brutal show- 
down with the country’s Z2 mil- 
lion public sector employees. 

They say that in deciding to 
take drastic action to curtail 
Fiance’s S65 billion public 
debt, Mr. Jopp6 realized he was 
courting hostility from public 
workers who jealously guard 
the perquisites that ran up much 
of that deficit — six-week paid 


taxes, tighter controls on health 


THEY’RE CALLED LANDMINES 


TROOPS: What Price Glory? First, A Head of Hail 


HELP US GET RID OF THEM. 
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With a red marking pen, he 
scribbled three guiding pre- 
cepts on an overhead projector 
screen: “legitimacy,” “impar- 
tiality” and “force protec- 
tion.” 


$4 1 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE HED CROSS HCRC> 

LANDMINES MUSTBESTOPPffl 


sion? What’s the scope?” In 30- 
minute sessions with his various 
armor, cavalry and artillery bat- 
talions, Colonel Fontenot has 
pulled no punches. 

His speeches have drawn on 
nearly a quarter-century’s ex- 
perience in die army, including 
command of a battalion during 
the Gulf War. 

He has urged the troops to 
talk about their fears and tbeir 
resentments, while guarantee- 
ing that “it’s going to be the 
most exhilarating 12 months of 
your life.” And he has remind- 
ed them of the oath they swore 
to obey the president of the 
United States, their commando- 
in chief. 


“Remember, we have aright 
to be in Bosnia,” he said. “We 
will not be intimidated. You 
guys are the boss. Now. I don’t 
want you translating that into: If 
I see iU’H shoot it. If a guy fires 
one AK-47 round at you, l want 
you to fire 900 aimed M-16 
rounds back at him. But I want 
you to think before you do it, to 
think about your obligation not 
to kill people unnecessarily or 
damage the infrastructure.” 

Colonel Fontenot moved onto 
the second precept. “We have to 
be impartial. Easy for me to say 
because I couldn’t care less who 


runs Bosnia. But I have a job to 
do. That means we don’t treat one 
group better than another. The 
moment we decide that we can 
trust the Muslims more than the 
Serbs, or the Serbs more than the 
Croats, we’ve become part of the 

war.” 

Finally, force protection. 
Staying alive. 

“Your enemy will be bore- 
dom, complacency, loneliness, 
cold, hunger. One minute you 
and your howitzer are on the 
road doing the right thing, the 
next minute you’re upside, 
down in a minefield. How do 
you deal with that? Discipline. 
Discipline, friends, is what you 
do when nobody else is 
around. 

“Slay alert. You have to stay 
alert for 12 months.” 


vacations, subsidized holidays, 
universal health care, lifetime 
job security and retirement as 
early as age 50. 

What the prime minister didv 
not expect, a close ■ associate ■ 
said, was how the people, at 
large would perceive the aus- 
terity program as a linear to 
their own well-being, rather 

than view it as a necessary mea- 
sure to restore financial health- 
Michel Crazier, a sociologist. 
«nd author of a bcxdc diagnosis 
France as a “Hocked society.’ 
blames the elite graduates of the 
School of National Administra- 
tion, or ENA, and other 
“Grandes Ecoles” who bav® 

come ro dominate the political 

class, for the enormous gulf that 
separates the people from g 0 * - 

etnilCTt . __ 

Mr. Chirac, Mr. Juppe sm 
many of their senior 'aides are 
products of ENA, Mn Gooff 
pointed out, and they reinforce 
eadiotber’s viewthal foeytobW 
what is best for the country witfr 
out bothering to find out the 
attitudes of the working 

“If yop-giraduate from ENA. 

you are told that you know ev* 


Crozmr, saH, “Tfcs 
along H wifiPthje corruption ap®. . 
thejuabihty to solve smctr 

proBriehs. .wee .iminniAoymfflt* 

.pie fram^the ruling class.” 
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The passion to regulate down to the finest details of people's lives can lead to infringements of personal liberty. 

With courtesy and consideration, smokers and non-smokers can and do work it out for themselves. 

Philip Morris Europe S.A. 

17,000 employees in Europe serving Europe’s 97 million smokers. 

For information on how smokers and noivsmokers can accommodate each other, please write to Philip Morris Corporate Affairs Europe, Rue Joseph H, 166-1040 Brussels, Belgium. 


What sort of policy forces these 

people outside? 
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NATO’s Evolution 


As NATO gathers a force of 60,000 
troops to help secure the peace in Bosnia, 
the Atlantic alliance is shaking off some 
cobwebs from the Cold War. The Bosnia 
peacekeeping mission, the largest mil- 
itary operation in NATO's history, is 
turning into the catalyst for some wel- 
come changes in an organization that was 
left without a dear purpose after the 
demise of the Soviet union, but did not 
seem to realize it. 

Anxious not to be left on the periphery 
of the NATO command as the Bosnia 
operation commences. Fiance has de- 
cided to resume involvement in the al- 
liance's military leadership, ending a 
haughty separation initiated nearly 30 
years ago by Charles de Gaulle. France 
had maintained political affiliation with 
NATO but stayed aloof from alliance 
military planning. 

Russia, the reason far NATO's cre- 
ation and long its principal antagonist. 


The developments are much prefer- 
able to the unimaginative plan for NATO 
expansion that the Clinton administration 


has been pushing. That scheme calls for 
ending full NATO membership to 


will contribute 2,000 support troops to 
/ill be joii 


the Bosnia force. They will be joined by 
small but symbolically important con- 
tingents from other countries that in ear- 
lier incarnations were also Warsaw Pact 
members, including Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and Hungary. 

Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
seemed euphoric when he noted in Brus- 
sels on Tuesday that “in all modem 
European history, this is the first time that 
soldiers from every European power will 
serve together in a common military op- 
eration." A more modest and suitable 
observation for the occasion is this: At 
least in die early hours of the Bosnia 
mission, NATO looks for die first time 
since the end of the Cold War like an 
alliance thoughtfully evolving to fit the 
challenges of s changing Europe. 


extending full NATO membership 
Central European countries that are un- 
prepared, politically and militarily, to 
join the alliance, The plan also threatens 
to draw a new tine across Europe, sep- 
arating Russia again from the West 

What is happening instead follows a 
more natural path, with new and still 
uncertain democracies joining a NATO 
operation In ways commensurate with 
their strength, and with Russia playing 
a constructive role rather than fear- 
ing a new division of Europe. Fiance’s 
renewed involvement ends an artifi- 
cial divorce that kept one of Europe's 
major powers outside NATO military 
organizations. 

Drawing appropriate conclusions 
from Europe's diplomatic and military 
failures in Bosnia, France now seems to 
be easing away from its old Gaullist 
dream of a purely European defense sys- 
tem excluding the United States. Further 
steps in this direction, like placing its 
forces under alliance command and tak- 
ing part in NATO nuclear planning, 
would be welcome. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion brilliantly performed its Cold War 
assignment of protecting Europe and 
America against the threat of Soviet nu- 
clear and conventional attack. This 
week's meetings in Brussels have 
brought encouraging signs that the al- 
liance is ready to make the kind of ad- 
justments that can give it a future pro- 
viding for the new security needs of an 
undivided Europe. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Real Steps Toward a Stronger U.S.-EU ^rtwhip 


B RUSSELS — A new trans-Atlantic 
agenda was signed by President Bill 
Clinton, President Jacques Santa of the 
European Commission and Felipe Gon- 
zSlez, prime minister of Spain and pres- 
ident of die European Council, at the 
U^.-European Union summit meeting in 
Madrid last Sunday. But why now, and 
does it really amount to anything new? 

It had to be done now to make die U.S.- 
EU relationship more vital in response to 
five factors that converged toward the 
beginning of this yean 
First was concern about the effect of the 
Cold War's end and the disappearance of 
the common foe around which so much of 
the U.S.-European relationship had re- 
volved. Second, the inability of Europe to 
stop the fighting in Bosnia dramatized the 
need for continued U.S. involvement in 
Europe's security. 

Third, Europe noticed the increased fo- 
cus of the U.S. business community and 
the administration’s diplomatic energies 
on the growth markets of Asia and mi 
managing relations with China and Japan. 
Fourth, in both the United States and Eu- 
rope, governments were focusing increas- 
ingly on long-neglected internal problems 
to the potential detriment, many feared, of 
the trans-Atlantic relationship. Fifth, Eu- 
rope believed the 1994 U.S. congressional 
elections had tilted congressional attitudes 
in a less internationalist direction. 

The Clinton administration responded 
with a visionary speech in June by Sec- 
retary of State Warren Christopher, who 
expressed his belief that “the partnership 
that brought us to this hope nil point in 
history will continue to shape the future as 
boldly as it shaped the past.” The call was 
taken up two weeks later at the U.S.-EU 
summit meeting in Washington to de- 
velop a new agenda to bring the United 
States and Europe together. 


By Stuart E. Eizenstat 


countries 
term 


The writer is US. ambassador 
to the European Union 


The new trans- Atlantic agenda repre- 
sents the U.S. and EU commitment to 
relate to each other in a different manner, 
as joint action partners across a wide 
range of shared responsibilities. Signed 
by Mr. Clinton, Mr. GanzSLez and Mr. 
San ter, die 1995 agenda and action plan 
move our relationship from consultation 
Co joint action around die globe. A senior- 
level group will oversee implementation 
of the agenda, prepare biannual U.S.-EU 
summit meetings and update the action 
plan as a living document to encompass 
new challenges. 

The United States and the European 
Union will work together cm a broad 
political agenda to promote peace, sta- 
bility. democracy and development in Eu- 
rope and around the world: 

* As partners, we will join in the post- 
war reconstruction and civilian imple- 
mentation of the Bosnia peace accord. 

* We have committed ourselves to new 
ways to support the Middle East peace 
process, including the first joint call to 
end the Arab boycott of Israel, coordi- 
nation on the ground of our Palestinian 
assistance programs and the further open- 
ing of our markets to Palestinian goods. 

•We have decided to work closely 
together to reduce the dangers of nuclear 
proliferation and to promote intwmarinaial 
arms control- The EtJ will join the United 
Stales and regional powers in funding the 
Korean Peninsula energy Development 
Organization. 

* We will Launch a new global network 
to track c ommuni cable diseases and co- 
operate on HIV/AIDS research and de- 
velopment of a malar ia vaccine. 

We are taking bold steps forward in our 


economic relations. We have committed 

ourselves to creating a new trans-Aflanac ‘ ct ^'‘T r tbe freshes initiatives, is 
market by progressively reducing or edm ^^caking cooperation on fif 

hnniKi, dial hinder the flow of narcotics fl 

Under rubric “no place to hide. 


mating tamers dial hinder 1 
goods, services, capital and mvestment- 


trade agreement K 

trans-Atlantic initiative. It is an idea of crime. We . 

whose time has not yet come, from __ of the art technologies in 

business communities have told us. They ^ the first time, we will 

indicated foa^wifo tariffs atan average of enme mcether to train la* enforcement 
3 percent when the Uruguay Rounds ^SOS^Euiope, Russia and 
folly implemented, wc ^ould now wbfiI ^befp build the rale of law and 

focus our attention on the red "^iSLive rrWnal justice systems in 

to economic intepatiom mvertm«it . S^5fS^^Sratic states, 
restrictiom, dupheative ti^gandoCT- E™gpe build new trans-Atlantic 
tifi cation requirements and conflicting We ™ ^ institu- 

dertake tbefirst joint U.&-EU study on 
ways to facilitate hade in goods and ser- and 

and foiTher reduce or elmrinare tariff couraged. A model is me tecramiy 

^SSS^fatengMedown . ptod MM-Atomc 11 'basmess drogue 


we »tm to create a trans- Atlantic 

atinn society, with reduced tariffs 

on ail electronic products that are pan of 
the society, interoperable equipment and 
connectivity among the respective “in- 
formation highways." 

As the two largest trading blocs, we also 
recognize our special responsibiUtyto help 
assure a more open and free multilateral 
trading Systran and a strong World Trade 


in Seville, which convened about 100 
chief executives of U.S. and European 


recommendations on ways of fa ci li tating 
trans- Atlantic economic relations. Many 


Organization. Not resting on rhetoric, we 
kage of tariff reductions 


will develop a package i 
in industrial goods beyond what was 
agreed upon in die Uruguay Round and 
identify areas where tariff reduction 
schedules can be accelerated. 

We intoaxi to go far beyond our tra- 
ditional trans-Atlantic agenda. We have 
laimrhflri a preventive diplomacy initiative 
to attack the causes of conflicts by moving 


at the Madrid meeting. 

Together, we have developed an am- 
bitious and comprehensive agenda that 
will harness our energies in die post- Ccid 
War era. But perhaps the most important 
outcome of this novel exorcise has been 
the reaffirmation of something too long 
forgotten; To a degree not i ma gin a bl e 
wim any other group of commies, a re- 
markable consensus exists among us, 
with our common values and intertwined 
histnry, on the challenges facing us and 
the solutions required for a new era. 

International Herald Tribune. 
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Unhappy Economic Truth U.S. Should Arm the Bosnians, Not Hide Behind Subcontractors 


By all the traditional measures, die 
American economy is now performing 
very well. But it's doing well at the 
expense of die people who are doing 
badly. The rising ticks is not lifting all the 
boats, notoriously, and that unhappy 
truth is beginning to overshadow the usu- 
al indicators of economic success. 

One important piece of good news is 
that long-term interest rates have fallen 
shaiply over the past year. It's the long- 
term rates that finance new factories. 


ward their employees and the widespread 


sense of eroded tenure in the workplace 
federal t 


power plants, schools and houses. That 
retie 


drop reflects an inflation rate dial’s low 
and stable. The unemployment rate is 
similarly stable and, by the standards of 
the past two decades, low. Economic pol- 
icy is, in those terms, working excellently. 
A surge of growth late last year seemed 
dangerously strong. The Federal Reserve 
Board has skififiilly brought it under con- 
trol and now has business expanding at a 
rate that it can sustain indefinitely. So 
why isn't everybody cheering? 

Better performance for the economy as 
a whole is being purchased in this decade 
at the price of less security for many of 
the people who work in it, and of wider 
disparities between the extremes of 
wealth and poverty. The furious quarrels 
here in Washington over the federal bud- 
get are part of a larger issue, but only a 
part More people are being affected by 
die changes in companies' attitudes to- 


than by the changes in the federal pro- 
grams over which Congress is currently 
struggling. The Republicans in Congress 
believe the country can no longer afford 
to keep running Medicaid as a social 
entitlement for poor people, and perhaps 
they mill prevail. But quite separately — 
among people who are employed full- 
time, and not only those paid low wages 
— the numbers who have no health in- 
surance are rising steadily. 

As recently as a decade ago, the def- 
inition of successful economic policy, for 
most people, came down to two things: 
low inflation and low unemployment. 
Presidents and Congresses that could 
produce that happy combination were, 
with the rarest of exceptions, re-elected. 
Now things seem to be getting a bit more 
complicated. A lot of people seem to 
feel that growth has been unbalanced. 
People in the middle class in particular 
are reacting to an erosion of the kind of 
security of jobs and benefits that they 
used to enjoy. 

The central job for economic policy, as 
voters define it, may be to reconcile con- 
tinued growth with less risk to foe in- 
dividual That's the direction in which 
the great debate over economic politics 
now appears to be turning. 

—THE WASHINGTON POST. 


W ASHINGTON — The 
Bosnian government last 
month signed away half its coun- 
try — but (mly after receiving oral 
assurances that die United States 
would provide it with the militar y 
equipment and training it desper- 
ately needs to provide for its own 
defense. 

Now it is becoming clear why 
the Clinton administration was 
reluctant to give its assurances in 
writing: It has no intention of 
arming the Bosnians. 

Instead of immediately begin- 
ning to arm and train the Bosnians 
so that American forces can be 
honorably withdrawn in a year, 
foe adminis tration is blundering 
toward an ill -defined, unwork- 
able scheme to subcontract this 
job to other countries. 

Since America’s allies — 
Britain, France, Germany and 
most other NATO countries — 
opposed arming die Bosnians, 
America will likely end up with 


By Richard N. Perle 


an unseemly and protracted scav- 
enger hunt Bosnia will be forced 
to settle for inferior equipment 
and inadequate training. 

American personnel and equip- 
ment, especially antitank mis- 
siles, counter-battery radars, ar- 
tillery, tanks, armored personnel 
carriers and air-defense systems, 
are the best. The alternatives — 
Russian and Chinese arms — are 
decidedly inferior, lack adequate 
spare parts and would require in- 
structors from countries where 
such equipment is common. 

Why is the administration so 
reluctant, so diffident? In part be- 
cause America’s allies flatly op- 
pose arming the Bosnians. 

Moreover, senior White House 
officials hold out die vain hope 
that the so-called arms control 
provisions of the Dayton accord 
will obviate the need for an ef- 
fective Bosnian army. 


But that agreement is gos- 
samer, even by the low standards 
of international aims control. It 
simply enjoins the parties to reach 
a comprehensive agreement in an 
nmc«l>stir six months . If this 

fails, it sets arbitrary limits, but 
has no inspection provision and 
no means of enforcement. 

It relies on the good behavior of 
indicted and likely to be indicted 

war cr iminals who control Serbia 
and the Serbian entity in Bosnia. 
No American official would ever 
agree to any such arms control 
regime if American security were 
at stake. 

Sadly, ftencagom officials are 
the driving force behind the ad- 
ministration's opposition to arm- 
ing the Bosnians. They evidently 
behevethaiUB. troops will be less 
vulnerable to discontented Sobs if 
America feigns neutrality. 

The idea that U.S. forces in 


Bosnia could or should try to 
wrap themselves in a cloak of 
neutrality is simply wrong. That 
is a political judgment, and the 
military men who make it are 
intruding on the role of America’s 
elected leaders, who are, alas, all 
too willing to acquiesce. 

Seeking protectionin neutrality 

loss of^41 US. servicemen in 
Lebanon in 1983. Because they 
allowed themselves die Bhutan 


surrogates for training the Bosni- 
ans. They are not subtle and they 
are not fools. 

Senator Bob Dole is trying to 
fashion legislation that would 
compel the administration to aim 
and train foe Bosnians. 

He is right to do so. America’s 
goal must be to help secure foe 
survival of a multiethnic, inde- 
pendent Bosnia at peace with its 




era, the soldiers failed to take.: 
equate precautions against attack. 

America will be far safer in 
Bosnia if ft assumes that its troops 
are likely to become targets and 
behaves acoanfingiy, rather dim 
hiding- behind a political, fiction 
and merely encouraging others to 
train and arm the Bo snians while 
America dishmees itself in public. 

Those who would attack U.S. 
troops will not be deterred or im- 
pressed by America’s resorting to 


Peace” that is merely a way 
station to the eventual destruction 
of Bosnia cannot justify even the 
safe presence of Americans, let 
done their deployment in the face 
of great danger. 


The writer, a fellow at the 
American Enterprise Institute, 
was an assistant secretary cf de- 
fense in the Reagan administra- 
tion and recently advised the 
Bosnian delegation at the Balkan 
peace talks. He contributed this 
comment to The New York Tunes. 
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Shimon Peres: A Life’s Map and the Changing Contours of Israel 






3 * 1 .!:- 


Broaden the Search 


It would have been better if foe House 
Ethics Committee could have reached a 
judgment cm its own about the ethical 
problems raised by Newt Gingrich's 
wide-ranging activities — from his book 
contract to foe political and think-tank 
operation be created before becoming 
speaker of the House. But the speaker 
being the partisan figure he is. the com- 
mittee is deadlocked along party lines. In 
addition, information released by the Fed- 
eral Section Commission in its lawsuit 
against GOPAC, the central organization 
of the Gingrich machine, has raised new 
questions about Mr. Gingrich's steward- 
ship of his own operations. At the least, it 
i has made an arguable case that GOPAC 
should have registered earlier as a federal 
political action committee and subjected 
- itself to foe disclosure requirements other 
comparably placed groups observed. And 
it has said that GOPAC actively and im- 
properly helped Mr. Gingrich win re- 
election in a tough race in 1990. Here, its 
evidence is far from conclusive, but the 


questions are serious. 

. In addition, foe FEC filing included 
information that Mr. Gingrich may have 
■ written to foe administrator of foe En- 
vironmental Protection Agency about as- 
bestos lawsuits after receiving a com- 
r plaint, attached to a 510,000 GOPAC 
contribution, from a businessman unhap- 
py about the impact of federal asbestos 
regulation on his business. Finally, there 
are the ties between Republican Ethics 


Committee members and GOPAC , 
which are not necessarily strong enough 
to require them to step down but have 
made a very thorny situation worse. 

As a result of this mixed bag of busi- 
ness and the Democrats' partisan feroc- 
ity, the Republicans on foe Ethics Com- 
mittee decided that some sort of outside 
counsel should be called in to assess foe 
evidence. They would have this counsel 
look only into whether a college course 
Mr. Gingrich taught was an arm of 
GOPAC, which would have been a vi- 
olation of the tax law, a mandate that 
seems to us too narrow. 

The purpose ofhaving an outside coun- 
sel is to guarantee that the basic issues in 
the case are adjudged fairly. And at this 
point it seems reasonable that a counsel 
have the authority to look into GOPAC's 
broader activities, including the matters 
raised by the FEC. It is important that this 
should be done without authorizing a 
fishing expedition — only providing 
enough reach so the counsel can answer 
the basic questions raised in this case. 

The proliferation of special counsels 
and prosecutors isnotagood thing. There 
are dangers of runaway investigations 
that go on forever. But the Ethics Com- 
mittee has been unable to get its job dime. 
Now, an outsider, chosen jointly by both 
political parties and given a proper man- 
date, is required to fairly investigate what 
clearly needs looking into. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


J ERUSALEM — Quo vadis 
Shimon Peres? 

To assess where he is going, it 
is helpful to know where he has 
been. For 50 of Ms 73 years, Mr. 
Peres has been on active duty, 
much of it in the civilian sector of 
Israel's defense establishment. 
His first mission was to foe Unit- 
ed States to procure aims fra die 
embattled state in foe making. He 
succeeded in circumventing the 
U.S. arms embargo, establishing 
his reputation as an inventive han- 
dler of clandestine operations. 

David Ben-Gurion, recogniz- 
ing at an early stage Mr. Peres’s 
potential. appointed him to po- 
sitions of responsibility unusual 
for a man of his youthful age and 
educational preparation. 

Blending vision and pragma- 
tism. foe Israeli statesman believed 
the Jewish people, rebuilding their 
ancient homeland, must adhere to 
their moral values and spiritual 
heritage. He was also convinced 
that Israel would reach peace when 
its strength and progress had con- 
vinced its neighbors of its indeKble 
place on the Middle East map. 


By Gideon Rafael 


These became Shimon Peres's 
lifelong guidelines. 

As director-general of foe De- 
fense Ministry, Mr. Peres was in- 
troduced to foe intricate world of 
international relations. Sensing a 
common interest with France in 
curbing Nasser’s pan-Arab am- 
bitions, he developed Israel’s 
French connection, which culmi- 
nated in the Angto-French-Israeli 
collusion against Egypt in foe 
1956 Suez campaign. 

In France, Israel also obtained 
a valuable source of weaponry — 
and the wherewithal to develop its 
nuclear program, which was ini- 
tiated by Mr. Peres with aston- 
ishing foresight. 

Although generally identified 
with security matters, Mr. Peres's 
intellectual agility and political 
acumen destined him fra: a wider 
role in the nation’s affairs. 

Mr. Peres, realizing that foe 
human resourcefulness amply 
available in foe country could 
compensate for its scarcity of nat- 
ural resources, prompted the cre- 


ation of Israel’s aviation industry 
along with the modernization 
and expansion of its arms pro- 
duction capacity. 

This experience prepared him 
to direct foe economy as minister 
of finance. Later, as prime min- 
ister in the mid-1980s, Mr. Feres 
managed to pull the economy bade 
from foe brink of devastating in- 
flation and foe army bade from 
most of Lebanon afterhaving been 
mired there for three years in coa- 
ly, inconclusive fighting. 

As foreign minister tinder 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
Mr. Peres probed for a breach 
in the Arab siege wall. The break- 
through occurred when Yasser 
Arafat showed a readiness to 
compromise, encouraging the 
government to free Israel's policy 
from foe fetters of Likud rcjec- 
tionism and concluding in 
the 1993 Oslo accord wim foe 
Palestinians. 

To complete his life's work, 
Shimon Peres win have to sur- 
mount two decisive challenges: 



International Herald Tribune 

ESTABLISHED ISS7 

KATHARINE GRAHAM. ARTHUR OCHS SULZBERGER 
Co-Chairman 

RICHARD McCLEAN. PuMuhrr & Chief Executive 
JOHN VINOCUR. ExetuntbSa* 4 Vice President 
• WALTER WELLS.AkKfifw • PAUL HORVTTZ. KATHERINE KNORR and 
CHARLES t-tTTCHEU-tORE. Dcpun Edao^ - SAMLiEL ABTand CARL CEWJKT2. ,Umcxix E&ron 
• ROB HIT J. DONAHUE. Eduorefthe Etbtoha! Pastes • JON ATHAN GAGE. Business and Finance Editaf 
• REN£ BQNDY. Deputy Pubkthrr • JAMES McLEOD. AdwrtisBW Dimar 
■JUANITA L CASPAR!, /nmiaikmal DesekfwntraDirKtaru DiUlLk 8RUN. Cumkan Director. 

DutctmrdrlaAMkadnvRkhadD. Snmons 
Dirmeur Adjoint Jr la PuhHattinn: Katharine P. Damm 


In a aia no nal HjjaJd Tribune, 181 Avmue Charicvdc-Gailk. 9252 1 NnnBy^urvScine.Fance. 
TcL ■ 1 1 1 4143.93.00. fiu ; Grc_ 1 1 » 41. 43.9119. Adv.M >4143.9! 11 IrtemeC IHT@aMt4orLie 


EJttnrfnr Auc Hkhad KHunbon. 5 CMedvrv Rd, Sapper US//. TeL thSl 472-77W. Fa r #65* 274-23M 



Mi? ftf.Aua. A^D KnMtepdi SO Ctuteser fti. Hme Kmz. Tel K2X2-II8L Fac 

mm; T SMdcf. Fnntnter. IS. WS2S FmnkfunAt Td \W 7267$$. Fax: *0691 72 73 10 


Cm Mgr. German; 

Pml’S: Afintarf CVwmr. 850 TkrdAi r„ Sr* York. S.Y. HAJ21 Td <2l2i 7S2-SSX l Fa r <2121 755*7X5 
L.K. Aihrnnm/} Office: tiJ Umg Am. bmdon WC2. Tel. il7h XJ6-4K02. Fax: 1 1071) 240-2254. 
SA uu tapunl dr l. 200.001) F RCS Su tiler re B ~ 32021 126. Commission Paniaire No. 61337 
\ IW$ htmnmalHemlilTnbm. Mhifks ryvr, rd G 5 .V- 1004*052. 


Face Reality on Anti-Pirating Pact 


H ONG KONG — Last Win- 
ter. the United States 
signed a crucial agreement with 
China after tense negotiations. 
As a result. Beijing promised 
that Chinese factories would 
no longer be allowed to pirate 
U.S.-made com pu ter software, 
movies, recordings or branded 
hard goods to the tune of almost 
SI billion a year. 

Whatever Beijing itself in- 
tended. US. trade negotiators 
were convinced that foe prob- 
lem was solved. No longer 
would tense 5 ino- American re- 
lations be further exacerbated 
by Chinese entrepreneurs’ 
barefaced copying and peddling 
at discounted prices goods that 
others’ creativity had brought 
into existence. 

Some members of the Amer- 
ican negotiating team, well- 
versed in economics but not id 
Asia, wore annoyed when China 
specialists told them the agree- 
ment would not hold. Yet this is 
exactly what has happened. 


By Robert Elegant 


The Clinton administration 
recently pot Beijing cm notice 
that it had 90 days to enforce the 
agreement If it does not, China 
will once again risk the impo- 
sition of Large trade sanctions. 

But the truth is that Beijing 
either will not or cannot enforce 
the ban. As a consequence, fur- 
ther serious strains are likely in a 
bilateral relationship already 
beset with troubles over the sta- 
tus of Taiwan, human rights and 
arms control. 

Trade piracy goes to the 
heart of Sino- American rela- 
tions. But even more important, 
it muminaies China's present 
character and its likely future 
development 

The central government is 
clearly incapable of preventing 
intellectual piracy — even if it 
truly wished to do so. and even if 
the c e rem o nial shutdown of 
some 30 plants in southern Chi- 


na earlier this year were any- 
thing more than animnmH win- 
dow dressing. 

In China, money now talks 
louder than ever before, and of- 
ficial corruption is widespread. 
The national government m Bei- 
jing can no longer command foe 
total obedience of even its of- 
ficials at foe center. Nor can it 
control foe cadres of foe Com- 
munist Party, particularly notin 
the provinces. 

The day-to-day exercise of 
power is shifting ever more to 
buanessmen — and away from 
civilian officials or miiitaiy of- 
ficers. Such businessmen often 
have a vested interest in con- 
tinuing foe piracy. 

If foe Clinton administration 

VC ffanAiiA a ? . k 


is serious about trying to enforce 
able aj 


^fotccsbU agreement, 
U.S.-China relations are in for 
another stormy passage. 


The writer, a former Asia cor- 
respondent, contributed this 
comment to the Herald Tribune 


He must win election as prime 
minister in his own right and wrap 
up his political history with foe 
realization of Israel's great 
dream: foe final seffhanent of foe 
Arab-Israeli conflicL 

At present, Mr. Peres is making 
a major effort to reduce foe ten- 
sions generated by Mr. Rabin’s 
murder. While trying to soothe 
foe settlers and their political and 
rabbinic associates, bis govern-: 
ment intends to apply the full 
force of foe law against their fa- 
natical hard core, realizing that, 
unless checked, foe breakers of 
foe law in foe occupied territories 
could become foe makers of foe 
law in Israel. . . 

To consolidate his slim parlia- 
mentary basis — and to sustain his 
government over foe next 11 
months until foe elections — Mr. 
Peres seeks to gam ifnot the active 
support then at least the abstention 
of foe rdigkxjs bloc cm votes of 
confidence. For this reason, and 
also for a supposed electoral ad- 
vantage, he seeks to position his 
party somewhat to foe right of the 
middle ground and to present him- 
self as mere of a hawk. 

In his forthcoming visit to 
Washington. Mr. Peres most 
probably will spell out in detail 


his terms for peace with Syria, 
including withdrawal to the in- 
ternational boundary within a 
time span that will be foe subject 
of hard bargaining. 

The presence, activism and 
claims of foe settlers in the ter- 
ritories will continue to trouble 
foe government Tune will tell 
whether Mr. Peres will emulate 
de Gaulle’s attitude toward foe 
French settlers in Algeria, lulling 
them with his cryptic “Je vous 
comprends" while negotiating 
their evacuation. More likely, Mr. 
Feres will seek innovative solu- 
tions probably not yet fully ma- 
tured m his own mind. 

Their scope and direction will 
depend on the development of 
Israel’s relations with the Pales- 
tinians and its other neighbors, 
and on foe settlers resigning 
themselves to die idea that their 
dream of Greater Israel will have 
to wait until the co ming of foe 
Messiah ■ — and who knows what 
kind of map he will draw. 
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The writer, a founding member 
of Israel’s Foreign Ministry, war 
its former director-general and 
ambassador to the UN. He con - . 
tributed this comment to the In-fr 
temational Herald Tribune. 


IN OUR PAGES; 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AUO 


1895: New Chinese Rail 


PEKING — An Imperial edict was 
issued yesterday [Dec. 6] ordering 
foe construction of a double line of 
raflway seventy-two rrtilp* ^ 

length between P eking and 
Tientsin. The cost of foe under- 
taking is estimated at 3,000,000 
taels and foe --■» ■- 

be 851b. per ; 


as many as 

2,000 immigrants. When landed, 

many immigrants have to be 

moved to hospitals and treated at 
the expense of foe GovemmccL 


1945:, Nazi Boasting 


1920; Unfit For Pigs 

XTTmr UAnu 


NEW YORK — Immigration In- 
spector Wallis told officials of the 
bureau of Immigration to-day 
jDcc. 7) that immigrants are being 
brought to America in ships “un- 
fit for pigs.” He also said that 
some of foe vessels from Mediter- 
ports_ are so “overcrowd- 


NUREMBERG — A major mis- 
take of the Nazis was underes- 
timating America, it was brought 
ommddcumentssubminedattbe 
war-crimes trial In a speech 
made by Adolf Hitler in January 
1941, be told foe chiefs of foe 
supreme commands of foe armed 
forces that he saw “no great dan- 
ger from America, even if she 
should enter the, war.” German 
Foreign Munster Joachim von 
Rfobentroo assured the Japanese 
Ambassador to Berlin, Ostiima , 


and unwholesome" as to be a 
njenace to health. Mr. Wallis de- 
clared that although immigfantg 
are aboard as long as seventeen 
«ys, m some cases there are no 
raefooes for bafoing.lt is common 


in 1940 that “if America should 
enter foe. conflict, she would he 
unable, to wage foe war milien 
fly.” lfewntiiii^«nig^‘ < 0*^ 
strength is not only equal bat su- 
perior to a combined English and 
American rirferce at any time- 
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OPINION /LETTERS 


Wlrat America Should Learn From France’s Budget Anguish 



Kf. ,; K -4 - 1 


N ™ YORK — Paris is 

atyzed bv a srrnr* ^ 


**»■ - 
mttri* • •. 


ssssar 5Ui “' 

.We cannot mock; Washington 
cannnmexs were blockedon tfSr 
^rayro wo* this week by militant 
- garbage colteaors, AFL-CIO 
unionists resisting overdue botyof 
waste m waste management. ”” 

. JwA^SnSfef aria 

mk that .has readied 5 percent of its 
gomesnc product? If die United 
States ran such axate cif rirfy-jt it 
would be borrowing i«n» than a 
l batf-trillion dollars a year. Tfrai way 
lies national bankruptcy. 

Though not in such dire straits as 
unemployment-ridden Prance, the 
United States has made the right 
decision about moving toward bal- 
ance. Thepercentage of toe budget 
going toward paymg iniereston 
debt has doubled in die past gen- 
eration, and — if President %£H 
Clinton's original budget had 
passed Congress — ■ toe interest 
slice would be pin the primro se path 
to redoubling. 

That would Tn **^ >T i ■gadriting ev- 
erybody under 40 today w& huge 
taxes and .reduced services tomor- 
row 10 pay for profligacy now. Nev- 
er have the young put up with such 
podcet-jHddng by toehrekfers. '• 

with every yearin deficit ’Mature* 
discredonaiy spending is «MtphM 
away. In France, students joining *" 

workers on the red-ink r am p^g ts are 

throwing away tbeir chances as 
grown-ups; polls show most young 
Americans, their heads in comput- 
ers, to be similarly a little slow on 
the upload. 

The nnder-40 set’s inability to 
see and speak up for its self-interest 
has gjven Mr. Clinton l icen s e to, 
engage in “Mediscare.” This is id* 


r; s ^ m e lesjjSy; de magog y campaign 
to frighten oldCT Americans into 
fe wki ng diat deficSt ieductirai 
soop l^ve them destitute.!!} 

tfe suow, and to bamboozle them 
with pie in toe medical sky. 

* >J^:. -Wednesday -.came Ins 
promised veto of the 'Republican 
JpaungplamonThursdaycomesa 
- ■ Qjntc® counterproposal and nego- 
tiation begins. Here’s what is likely 
tohappen: 

. Mr. Qinton will' continue ins 


least ancaher month, professing to 
protect the. old foDcs,aml the poor’s 
entitlement , to Medicaid jnsiiran^*-. 
ftom those' meanl s^veaKyear Re- 
publican bodgu-Mmcas. 

Meanwhile, tbp Congressional 
Budget, Office Wfl] iosify its pro- 
jectioas to; crancfliiearer mdte 
House «p between 

Mr. Clinton and' me Republicans 
' will be narrowed ^briber by » re- 
. jiggering -of the ^Qxisumer Price 


intfex, wldcb — don’t say this out 
' todd iti effect x&Saaes the m- 
crease in Social Security benefits 
; while raising 

' Tbe 4 , g 3 Wfe ai co^oth rides will be 
notso nractron spenfieg as on 
raxing. RepabBcans will crane 
down from thezr $245 billion cut, 
and'Mr. Cttoton — whose $98 bil- 
lion straddle offends everybody — 
will at first take refuge behind the 
'deficit-cuttHjg, conservative Demo- 
crafio ^ 4 *Plue Dog' Coahdon,” 
which calls for no tax cut at all 
In tbe end, the tax padcage will 
probd)ly be; a capital gains cut but 
not retroactive; a reduction in the 
Republican chOd A»dneiyon ; 
restoratiem of die earned income 
tax credit; and a token din-, 
tonesque. education^ credit Total 
tax redhetioo: about $170 billion. 



back-end-loaded, small enough to 
make die seven-year ball balance 
on toe presidential seal’s nose in 
time tor next month’s State of toe 
Union address. 

A nag ging thought intrudes: 
How close are any of these varied 
projections to reality? What if re- 
cession strikes or inflation re-ig- 
nites or toe standard forecast is 
cockeyed? Aren’t we ha ggling 


over figures that are imaginar y , and 
subject to change by the economy 
or toe next Congress? 

Yes, but The actual numbers 
mean little; toe direction they rep- 
resent means much. The Repub- 
lican impetus toward balance is 
needed for continued prosperity. 
The grudging Democratic agree- 
ment to end deficit spending makes 
compromise easier- 


BELL in TO* Coetiiu H^mdacl. CaW %u&aae. 


What should America learn from 
France’s budget anguish? In Paris, 
die Bourse is shaky because the 
political will is uncertain. 

la the United States, investors 
know that im pending budget bal- 
ance will lower interest rates, and 
confidence in that has boosted 
stocks and bonds. Listen to what 
tiie markets say. 

The New York Times. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Gennaiiy’s Economy 

Regarding "Will Germany Join 
the 21st Century ?” (Nov. 21): 

The writer’s a ig umc nt rests upen . 
the assumption that the 2 Ut century, 
will be distinguished by progres- 
sively unequal distribution of in- 
come in growing societies. 

According to him, many of my 
countrymen are dehidmg them- 
selves by wanting to become more 


’ nhftvaiive and entrepreneurial like 
Americans “without creating a 

V . However, a desire to escape toe 
savage mequalities that plague 
■Afnencan society cache viewed asa 
ritif s ri u tm g point for a politics 
amtedaLabetter totfl ie toralL rather 
toan a mere adtnrion. 

T *“ " ^ ; HELMUT SCHREIER. 

* ~ . Hamburg. 


Technology and Jobs 

Regarding “ What Happens if 
There Isn't Work?” ( Opinion , Nov . 
29): 

The author suggests that there 
may not be enough work to go 
around in the United States in the 
future, but he fails to specify why. 
This is l m for t u natej for the myth of 
the shrinking job market is widely 
discussed but rarely examined. 


The usual suspect is technological 
innovation. An increasing nmnlw of 
jobs, tiie argument goes, are being 
replaced by computers and machines, 
resulting in ever-rising unemploy- 
ment. This argument is as old as toe 
printing press, aod it is incorrect. 

Technology has progressed rapid- 
ly over toe past several centuries, but 
unemployment has not grown with 
it. Technological innovation brings 
new products and opens new mar- 


kets. Although the increased pro- 
ductivity resulting from technolog- 
ical innovation does mate certain 
jobs obsolete, it also lowers prices 
and increases investment, raising 
demand and creating new jobs. 

NICHOLAS BEIM. 
Oxford. England. 

The First Computer 

Regarding “ Stonehenge Enters 


A Flatulent God Takes On 
The Elite of Indonesia 


By Margot Cohen 


J AKARTA — When Seraar t alks , 
people listen. 

That’s the rule in Indonesia, 
where the traditional art of shadow 
puppetry, known as wayang kulit, 
still enthralls villagers and urbanites 
alike. And Semar, with his pot-bel- 
lied silhouette, never toils to com- 
mand attention. 

This ugly duckling is no less than 

MEANWHILE 

a god, who advises toe nobility and 
fights injustice. Armed with pa- 
tience, humor and a rare talent for 
deadly flatulence, he keeps enemies 
at bay and audiences chortling. 

One of Semar’s biggest tons is 
President Suharto. Rooted in rural 
Javanese culture, Mr. Suharto is 
well aware of wayang ’s power 
among the masses. In nighttime 
shows that stretch into toe morning, 
savvy puppeteers often use Semar to 
snipe at toe contemporary foibles of 
the Indonesian elite. 

In January, the president asked 
the country’s puppeteers to give 
greater exposure to Semar as a 
means of “ budding character." Up- 
lifting shadow plays immediately 
sprang up everywhere. 

Now cranes an offering from a 
leading Indonesian playwright. 
Nano Riantiamo. He uses actors 
rather than puppets to get the mes- 
sage across. But his version, ending 
its run in Jakarta on Friday, may 
not be exactly what President Suhar- 
to ordered. 

On the surface, “S emar Gngat” 
(Semar Demands) looks light and 
breezy. As he did in many of his 
previous works. Mr. Riantiamo 
squeezes laughs from muscular 
transvestites and playful language. 
Nonetheless, a bleak tale emerges 


ComputerAge" (Nov. 1): 

Stonehenge may well have now 
entered the modern era of the com- 
puter via a CD-ROM program, but it 
actually heralded the computer age 
in a very real way by keeping trade 
of the seasons for farmers and al- 
lowing toe forecasting of lunar 
eclipses. Stonehenge was an accu- 
rate, valuable real-time computer. 

NORMAN SANDERS. 

Drammen, Norway. 


from this three-hour musical com- 
edy. The nobility tolls captive to toe 
whims of devils. Abuses of power 
go unchecked. And Semar. who suc- 
cumbs to a power trip of his own, is 
helpless to protect toe little people. 
Even bis surefire farting turns out to 
be nothing more than hot air. 

Unsurprisingly, it was tough to 
mount this production. 

“Here, laughter and dreams re- 
quire a permit, especially if done in 
public,” said a member of toe cast. 
The police took more than six weeks 
to review toe script, issuing the per- 
formance permit only the day before 
toe Nov. 25 opening. 

Middle-class theater-goers made 
a run on tickets for opening night, 
fearing that the play might be 
banned mid-run. That’s what hap- 
pened in 1990, when Mr. Riantiamo 
staged “Suksesi” (Succession). 

fri “Semar Gugat,” toe play- 
wright can’t resist raking a few 
swipes at nepotism. After suffering 
h umiliati on at toe hands of toe no- 
bility, Semar returns to toe heavenly 
kingdom and requests his own fief- 
dom. But straitlaced life on the 
throne doesn’t suit him. 

“Who am I doing this fra?” he 
cries. Semar’s son retorts, “For 
your children, wife, nieces and 
nephews, grandchildren, great- 
grandchildren . . .” 

Jokes aimed at top cabinet min- 
isters also draw hoots and applause. 
The theater’s needling of those in 
power remains a vital outlet in In- 
donesia, given toe restrictions on the 
press and political parties. 

That is why Mr. Suharto’s em- 
brace of Semar — another effort by 
the president to indicate his sol- 
idarity with the people — is a mixed 
blessing. 

Mr. Riantiamo points out toe per- 
ils of this embrace. In die play, once 
Semar gets too close to power, he 
loses his clout as a popular spokes- 
man. Nobody listens to him. And 
despite noisy demonstrations, the 
nobility remains firmly in control. 

It’s a timely message for all toe 
new actors jostling for attention on 
Indonesia’s political stage. As calls 
for reform fill the theater, Mr. Ri- 
antiamo asks: is it all just hot air? 

The writer, a journalist in Jakar- 
ta, contributed this comment to the 
International Herald Tribune. 
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LONGITUDE: -■*£ 

The True Story of a r * 

Genius Who Solved the * 

M Greatest Scientific 
Problem of His Time • 

Bv Dam SoM. 184 pages. 

$19. Walker. / ... 

Reviewed by - r- — 

Bruno Maddox 

T HE book opens in a splax^ 
terfest of maritime disaster. 
Rocky continents loom sodden- - 
ly out of the fog, turning crowd- 
ed decks to bloodied flotsam. A 
scurvied sailor confronts toe 
sprawl of featureless ocean 
where his home port should 
have been as his body’s last 
shred of connective tissue dis- 
solves in its natural acids. 


^;&fcn$epe, ^^fittenrand, 
pcesuent of -toe France-Iib- 
ertfe^b UB dafimandtoewifeof 

is 

■ ^SNnamlyread Wiristory. 
,Tha^MbontJUteBBglCBid,Ms 
stms&les and -Sow he becomes 
a political leader. It’s toe stray 
o£b«Jife«iid too history of hra 
peej*vr. r -.1 . 

■ ’ ' v ; (Jocelyn Gecker, IHT) 



toe portions of toe sun and 


ocean srars, integral tod kmgi- Digby to unveil an even more 
should node’s “discovery” become to absurd plan that involved a 
*s last any reasonable projection of magical, long-distance healing 
oe tosr taapan pro gr ess that me Eng l i s h powder that he had apparently 
t. . Pariiaraent offered £20,000 to just discovered in the south of 


That was how it went if yon the pqcsqa who could figure out 
were an early 1 8tb-oentmy sea- " how to calculate it at sea. 
man. Fatally long voyages and ■ 'fiariy->sphjfioas to the prob- 
deadly course rohnucnlarionff lem ^oitas stnpid as the prize 
were commonplace, simply be- was hage. Humphrey Ditton’s 


were commonplace, simply be- was tege. H u mphre y Ditton’s 
cause longitude — toe angular proposm to anchor a network of 
distance east or west on the marker ships over the Atlantic 


to anchor a network of London, toe snippets 
hipc over toe Atlantic anointed with the nu 


every day 


Earth’s surface, measured in was sonqjped p* 
degrees along any latitude line toe real iz at ion 


sts would be 
magic pow- 


(e.g., the Equator) — could not manning such a station would terval between the dog’s daily 
be determined in open sea from probably go mad. yelping and the sun reaching its 


BRIDGE 


By Alan Truscott East cannot play a heart, so 
South is able to dra w trum p and 

Vh~ .tote lead fealed. tf Souft succeed s. « 
o?SL^ Smother Levy ha bron^toff a 
01 J ” 6 efremsrances, small miracle, needing to find 

Mnrth-Sraith would not reach East with to© dub aoe and toe 

SS £S£? dUmoai ktag JWrt* wj* 

-gasssarw £r « *■ — 

ond heart and has very little deuce. 

chance in vfew of toe noktb 

shortage of entries to toe dum- 

my. The best chance, sndLevy • { # 

took it, is to lead the spade jad; -^STS# 

since there will toco be an entry * J 8 e 5 2 

tothedumntyifadeftiKtef w i ns vesTO?) east 
with toe queen. „ . A842 . *Q85 

East is then helpless. If be 9AJ42 

w»n5,iminor^lwdwinhdp o«4 IIqm *- 

the declarer, who will use Aim- -Jaqm* 

my's spade ten as the 4 AKJ 83 

lid toe other mmor. If hewim 

and returns a spade. Sou* n- CAQiflti 

nesses m * K * . 

trump and evemuaUvgtotack 

S a bcirt. South ^ ***. 

rlub, niffs in Jo 1 ?£* 4^ 4* 

Jitoamombaadtoawsmn^- 2 ^ pw dm m 

Finally. East may m 


probably go mad. yelping and the sun reaching its 

‘ ' , . . highest point above the ship’s 

mast would establish which 
^ time rone the ship was in. 

Hutting toe dog badly 
■Jv£i eoou^i, however, that its 

“ ~ ' " ‘ wounds tolled to heal over long 

any diamond except ttfc deuce, journeys, but not so badly that 
cannot play a heart, so its yelping became indistin- 
Souto is able to draw trump and guisbaWe from basic whimper- 
ose die di«m«and eight as the ing, proved the plan’s total 
entry to play a dub toward toe stumbling dock. What toe lon- 
iring gjtude debate badly needed was 

So four spades cannot be de- a contribution from someone 
feated. If South succeeds, as who was Dot an utter moroo- 
Lcvy did, be Iras brought off a An unlikely candidate 

email miracle, needing to find emerged in toe drape of toe 
Pact with toe dob aoe and toe dockmaker John Harrison, a 
ifiam rtwd king together with bluff northerner with no formal 


WEST (D) 

A842 

57X18S7S8 

064 


P) EAST 

*QS 6 

** 9AJ42 

0 KJ 

. AAQM4 
SOUTH 
♦ AKJ89 

0AQ1662 
+ K» 


jbrifa and Sooth were meraMa. 
ThetriAfin*. 

North East 

20 Pan 4 V' . 4 * 

L PW» DM PM*, 

pm P« 

led the bent ace. 


it as toe ing, proved toe plan’s total 
ward toe stumbling block. What die lon- 
gitude debate badly needed was 
totbede- a contribution from someone 
teeds, as who was not an utter moron, 
gbtoff a An unlikely candidate 
g to find emerged in die shape of die 
sand toe do ckmake r John Harrison, a 
tier with bluff northerner with no formal 
and (for wln ra tin n imH nn training in his 

: toe im- craft. Cmnmon sense, however, 
dMmnnd was fixmly on his side. 

While the scientific luminar- 
ies of his threw themselves 

. . into astrological logarithms and 
toe invention of conqilexmuM- 
leused observing instruments, 
Harrison derided to bmld a 
. elode drat kept good time. As 
east. even SarKendm Digby had ob- 

85 served, for every 15 degrees 
^ 42 east or west toat one sailed from 

0 N 4 ' one’s home port there would be 

^ a difference of one hour. If rate 

codd somehow keep track of 
the time at one’s home port, toe 
longitude problem would sim- 
ply disappear. So low, however, 
was toe standard of clockmak- 
. ing at the time drat Harrison’s 
.' solution was publicly derided 
jfH. as an insanely roundabout ap- 
4 A proarii to toe problem. 

Pas*. - Unfazed, Harrison retreated 
to his workshop and toe 
next 46 years. building five or 


Tins prompted Sir Kenehn 
Digby to unveil an even more 


mst (fiscovered in the south of 
France. A wounded dog, he pro- 
posed, should be taken on every 


because of der, stinging the dogs’ wounds 
it anyone and making them yelp. The in- 


sax weatherproof and motion- 
proof sea docks. Periodically, 
he would present himself be- 
fore the Board of Longitude in 
London where he would suc- 
cessfully extract a stipend for 
fimher research. 

Rigorous trials toat involved 
sailing his clocks to Jamaica or 
Spain and back to see if they lost 
any time should quickly have 
established Harrison as the sci- 
entific giant he truly was. But he 
would invariably shoot himself 
in the foot tty drawing the 
board’s attention to various 
unimportant i n a d equa c ies in his 
clocks’ design. His astrologi- 
cally inclined rivals consistently 
exploited Harrison’s diffidence 
to make sure toat common sense 
would not prevail. 

Eventually. King George III 
interved and ensured at least that 
Harrison died a wealthy man. 
When his clocks were disman- 
tled for cleaning after his death, 
countless redundant pieces of j 
machinery were discovered in- | 
side, failed experiments that 


of. The entire ontogeny of mod- 
em timekeeping lay buried in 
die clocks’ innar ds, every in- 
tellectual long-cut and cul-de- 
sac of Haniron’s career fos- 
silized forever in brass and 


“Longfrude ’ 1 is a simple 
tale, brilliantly told. Perhaps 
one of the most impressive 
dungs about the book — given 
its subject matter — is the sheer 
simplicity of the whole thing. 
Flying in toe face of 30 years of 
Umberto Eco-style gobbledy- 
gook, Sobel resists the temp- 
tation to write yet another post- 
modern “That's Incredible!” j 
about the days before time and 
space bad been invented. She 
offers us no attack on toe mod- 
ern assumption that time is sol- : 


id and objective; she wholly 
refrains from rubbing readers’ 
noses in the ar tificiality of 
meaning she offers us nothing, 
in short, hot measured, nearly 
perfect prose and a magnificent 
Soiy, an extraordinary book, j 

Bruno Maddox, whose re- 
views appear regularly in The 
Economist, wrote this review 
for The Washington Post. 


Vs never been ©osier to subscribe 
and save. Just call our Frankfurt 
office toilfree 01 30848585 
• or fax :069-l 75 143. 





THE GOOD NEWS FOR EUROPE'S HIGH-FLYERS. 

BBC World is a high qualify 24 hour international news and information television 
channel providing impartial in-depth analysis of the headlines as they are made, and 

getting right to the heart of world events - explaining not only what happens, but why. 

It broadcasts news as it happens around the world on the 

hour, every hour, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, along 

with a range of first class and intelligent documentaries, as 

well as stimulating general interest — — — - 

programmes such as "Top Gear" and "Film '95". WORLD' 

To be better informed... watch BBC World. in depth, in focus, informed. 


For Turner informaric!’: ceil your local cable operclor, or call London: |f^) 131 576 3061 
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A Shopping Spree on Ginza Street, With a 3-Year-Old in Tow 

-L A O A Aim <uflQ Paddington bears). M 


By Nicholas D. Kristof 

New York Times Service 


T OKYO — As customers bearing 
overflowing shopping bags bus- 
tled through shop doors in the twi- 
light Christmas decorations twin- 
kling in the windows and the strains of 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” emanating 
from a music store, Ginza Street seemed 
like a fine place to buy some presents for 
friends. So the other day 1 walked with my 
3-year-old son, Gregory, down this famous 
street that cuts through the bean of com- 
mercial Tokyo and me soul of Japanese 
shopping. 

I started off my excursion on the west 
end of Ginza Street, at the Fanrilia chil- 
dren's store. Like nearly all the buildings 
on the mile-long street, it is new, because 
almost the entire area was destroyed by 
bombing in World War II. As a result, the 
sidewalks are unusually spacious, with 


room for the streams of passers by and a few 
displays that spill out from the adjacent 
Stores. But don't expect okonomiyaid pas- 
tries, Japan's answer to pizza, or other 
street food; that would be ddclassd. It is 
considered rude to stroll and munch. 

Gregoiy did not really amble into the 
children's store — he seemed shot from a 
cannon. As he played with other children in 
a gray spaceship in the middle of the floor. 
i looked at the merchandise. Nice grey 
overcoat, with a hood, perfect for a boy or 
girl. Price, £300. A beautiful music box 
playing Christmas carols, with “Santa’s 
Musical Workshop" inscribed on it, S380. 

With Gregory in tow, I headed past the 
barber shop — kids’ haircuts, £50 — to the 
toy shop on the fourth floor. It was dec- 
orated with children’s drawings of Snoopy, 
and kids were sprawled on the floor playing 
with train sets. Gregory quickly spotted a 
wooden fire engine a bit more than a foot 
long, with an adjustable ladder. I picked it 


up and noted how smoothly the wheels 
turned. What a greai Christmas present for 
Gregory! But it was $245. 

Next stop was Tokyo Kyukyodo, a nar- 
row brick building that, based on tax as- 
sessments, is built on the single most ex- 
pensive piece of real estate in Japan, 
perhaps toe world. We pushed through the 


Tokyo 


■■ szt.-ste? 


.Vr*ss* 






The New York Time* 


crowd of customers on die ground floor who 
were buying Christmas cams, postcards and 

wrapping paper (gorgeous designs at £18 
for a sheet 3 feet by 2 feet). Christinas trees, 
at $400 each, are not a big item in Tokyo, 
but stores turn to Christmas decorations to 
give people one more reason to spend. 

Kyukyodo has plenty of traditional 
Japanese items. I admired a nice callig- 
raphy brush perfect for practicing my 
Japanese writing, but it was priced at 
$4,500. For those with fine noses, the store 
sells fragrant bits of wood, like sandal- 
wood. One palm-sized bit of broken kyara, 
a particularly aromatic wood from 1 Viet- 
nam, was $1,100. 

At the main intersection of Ginza Street, 
where it meets Haromi Street, are several of 
Japan’s most famous department stores. We 
entered Wako, one of the most elegant, and 
wandered over to the watch counter. A nice 
$27,000 Credor wristwaleh, made by Seiko, 
caught my eye. It had a bracelet of white 


cold, with diamonds on the watch face. 

“Daddy, I’m hungry," Gregory an- 
nounced testily as we moved on, and I 
eianced at (he menu of L Ecrin, a rrenen 
restaurant. The special lunch menu was 

$150. So I dragged Gregory a few Stores on 
to Mikhnoto, the legendary Japanese pean 

merchant. Mtirimoto was bustling wim 
customers, hit we found a counter with a 
race pearl chokes' of huge pearls, one 
strand, that would have looked gorgeous on 
my wife. It was $120,000. 


bv $600 Paddington bears), Maxim s cakes 
and oodles of traditional Japanese pastries, 
or ohuhi. I admired two muskmelons 


or omsm. i aowucu 
boxed like a work of art. The pafcSm 
Gregory was impatient. Daddy. I m 
verv hungry," he announced Very, very 
jjungry/^I looked around in desperation. 

o. iinac offer some reasonably 


i/T 
r. :■ 


A ' CROSS the street, the Mit- 
snlrnshi Department Store beck- 
oned. It was decorated along its 
length with Christmas trees and 
bells and lights, and a six-story sign com- 
plete with shooting stare welcomed me in 
En glish: “1995 Meny Christmas at Mit- 
sukoshi.” The store’s food area in the 


Godiva chocolates. Hatreds teas l 


priced L— 

outlandish prices, . — - — 

been tempted to buy a $5 toy car in the 
FamilfecafldrOT's store. A Pteter Rabbit 
key <*»»" that doubles as a flashlight was 
£7 and the Sapporo Beer Hall a few doors 
down offers a bowl of noodles with two 
pieces of sushi for $10. Just in tone to 
redeem myself as a father, I spotted a 
representative of the more reasonable side 
of Ginza Street: a H&agen Dazs ice cream 
shop. Gregoiy pointed to m icecream 
sandwich, and it was his for $2^0. So that 
is how I shopped on Ginza Street and spent 
a total of $2-50. 


r. 



Deck the Halls With CDs 


By Mike Zwerin 

International Herald Tribune 


P ARIS — The current 
state of popular music 
is such that it is safe to 
assume that anything 
with mass appeal is automat- 
ically bad. Uninteresting at 
best. Creative honest music no 
longer sells platinum or gold. 
Accepted 1990s wisdom is dial 
quality in fact hurts sales. 

No more happy conjunctures 
like Benny Goodman, Peggy 
Lee. BQlie Holiday, Frank Sina- 
tra and all those '60s heroes. 
Michael Jackson. Paul Simon. 
Sting and The Eagles pulled it 
off in the '70s and ’80s. (Quincy 
Jones and Eric Clapton are at 
least temporarily out to lunch.) 
The following albums are guar- 
anteed not to sell big. 

• JOHN COLTRANE, “The 
Heavyweight Champion" 
(Rhino): This special gift will 
compliment the intellect of spe- 
cial folks and let them know 
how much you value their 
friendship. Between January, 
1959. and May, 1961. NesuM 
Ertegun produced 10 Coltrane 
LPs for Atlantic Records. Lis- 
tening to them reissued on six 
CDs. you can hear how Trane 
dotted die I’s, crossed the Ts 
and provided final punctuation 
for jazz past And nothing has 
really overtaken it since. Elvin 
Jones, McCoy Tyner, Tommy 
Flanagan. Milt Jackson, Paul 
Chambers ... not one light- 
weight musician. “Giant 
Steps,” “My Favorite 
Things.” “Harmonique” . . . 
not a bad track on six CDs (the 
ou takes have been collected on 
a bonus seventh). 

•TONY BENNETT, 
“Here's To The Ladies” 
(Columbia): Bennett proves the 
introductory premise by excep- 
tion. One of the best singers 
ever in the Broadway song- 
form tradition, and a fine show- 
man, he's popular enough to 
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Hundreds of 
Homes for Rent 
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have starred in the Superbowl 
halftime show. Dedicated to 17 
of his favorit e fem ale singers. 

• SALIF KEITA, “Folon" 
(Mango): Salif is a descendant 
of Sunjiata Keita, the royal war- 
rior who founded the 
Mandingue Empire in 1240. An 
albino with an exquisite voice, 
he describes hims elf as having 
“white skin and black blood." 
After independence, tbe Malian 
government invested to revive 
the country's musical tradition. 
Some thought Keita went too 
far into Western technology 
and rock. He won a Grammy for 
bis album “Soro." Here he 
well -tempers the present with 
roots. 

• AHMAD JAMAL, “The 
Essence” (Birdology): Miles 
Davis credited the pianist Jamal 
for having taught him the im- 
portance of space and how to 
use it And he just keeps getting 
tastier. 

• DAVID SANBORN, 

“Love Songs” (WB): At first 
listen, this album might seem 
like airport music. The only 
“problem” is that Sanborn 
cannot be trivial no matter 
how bard be tries. It is diffi 
cult not to be moved by that 
soulful saxophone sound. 

• ELLIOTT MURPHY, 


“Selling The Gold” (Mu- 
sidisc): The American singer/ 
songwriter/guitarist folk-rock- 
er Murphy lives not far from the 
river Seine and his road has 
lately been mostly within Eu- 
rope. Passion, intelligence and 
poetry are combined in such 
songs as “Everything I do 
(Leads Me Back To You)” 
(with guest Bruce Springsteen). 
On this, his 17th album, Mur- 
phy is “holding my breath, 
wondering if Rome exists after 
Fellini’s death.” 

• WILLEM BREUKER 
KOLLEKTIEF. “Sensemaya" 
(BVHAAST): For foe past 20 
years the Amsterdam-based 
Koilektief has been making 
Kurt Weill-tinged music chat 
ignores conventional bound- 
aries. Breuker says he ‘ ‘shines a 
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The Christfdndlmarla in Munich, a dazzling array of crafts, toys, tree decorations, spices , cookies, marzipan and other goodies. 


light on those bi| black patches 


in the music of times past." 
Respectful and delightful ren- 
ditions of works by George An- 
theil, Sylvestre Revueltas, Gus- 
tav Mahler, Cole Porter. 
Rachmaninoff and others. 

• DUKE ELLINGTON, 
“Live At The Whitney" (Im- 
pulse): Beginning a recital 
playing solo piano and in trio at 
the Whitney Museum in New 
York on April 10, 1972, foe 
Duke warns the audience: "Be 
prepared for a totally unpre- 
pared program." The Ellington 
charm (“let’s see if I’m in tune 
with the piano”) flows effort- 
lessly through 19 tunes from 
“Black and Tan Fantasy" to 
“Satin Doll" by way of “Lotus 
Blossom" and “Mood Indi- 
go.” Come to think of it, they 
are more like a series of sonatas 
than tunes, and it’s a Jot more 
than charm. Call it Ellingtonia. 

• JOHN SCOFIELD. 
“Groove Elation” (Blue Note): 
The man who combined Jimi 
Hendrix's guitar legacy with 
Coltrane ’s harmonic concepts 
has added funk to his colors. 
Apparently all the blue notes 
have not already been discov- 
ered. 

•PAOLO CONTE, (WB): 
Two LPS reissued on two min- 
imally-packaged, budget- 
priced CDs. It is impossible not 
to be enchanted by Conte’s Ital- 
ian- language amalgam of 
touches of Nino Rota, Randy 
Newman and Leon Redbone. 


The Holiday Lights Are On in Munich 
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By John Domberg 


M unich — Five 

years after German 
reunification, Mu- 
nich gives the im- 
pression of being m an identity 
crisis. Or so Mimcheners say. 
The country’s erstwhile "secret 
capital” — so named because it 
offers the most and best of near- 
ly everything and a majority of 
Germans say they would live 
there if they could — feels it 
may be overshadowed by 
Berlin, the future real capital, 
and revert to the role of a 
provincial city at Germany’s 
southern periphery. 

Such pessimism belies foe 
fact that Munich is by far Ger- 
many’s top travel destination, 
visited last year by 1.2 million 
foreigners. 

As the American novelist 
Thomas Wolfe concluded 70 
years ago: Munich is “a Ger- 
manic dream translated into 
life." That is true especially 
during the Christmas season 
when the city turns into a kind 
of walk-in three-dimensional 
fairy tale. The epicenter is the 
three-week-long Christitindl- 
markt on Marienplaiz. Mu- 
nich's main square, and foe 
streets that radiate from h. Hun- 
dreds Of Stalls sell a darling 
array of handicrafts, toys, tree 


decorations, spices, cookies, 
marzipan, fruitcakes and 
smoked meats. Tbe enticing 
aromas of toasted candied al- 
monds, bratwurst and hot 
mulled wine waft over foe 
downtown. There are organ, 
choir and chamber music con- 
ceits in the city’s profusion of 
Baroque churches every night 
And if it snows, the scene is like 
a living greeting card. 

The Chris tkindlmarkt con- 
tinues daily through Dec. 23. 

The choice of nightly con- 
ceits is bewildering. The best 
are usually to be round at die 
Gasteig Philharmonic Hall, 5 
Rosenheimer Strasse, tele- 
phone 54 81 81 81, and the 
Herkulessaal of foe Residenz, 
Hofgarten, 29 06 72 63. The 
venues for opera are Bayerische 
Staatsoper, Max-Joseph-FIatz, 
21 85 19 20, ticket office at 11 
Maximilianstrasse, and tbe 
Theater am Gartnerplatz, 201 


■ Demand is so high for 
Happy Holidays Barbie that 
Mattel is selling vouchers 
for later delivery. Internet 
messages have offered as 
much as $175 for the $35 
(or so) doll. Mattel denies 
any marketing strategy. 


67 67, ticket office at 13 Max- 
imilians trasse, 2024 11. 

Concert and opera tickets 
range from $20 to $65 (prices at 
1 .4 marks to foe dollar). 

Krzysztof Penderecki will 
conduct foe Munich Philhar- 
monic Orchestra in works of bis 
own and by Shostakovich at 
Gasteig Philharmonic Hall on 
Dec. 8, 10 and 11. Sir Geoag 
Solti will conduct the Bavarian 
Radio Symphony Orchestra in 
Haydn’s “Creation” at foe 
Herkulessaal Dec. 14 and 15. 
The trumpet virtuoso Maurice 
Andr6 will perform with foie 
Franz Liszt Chamber Orchestra 
of Budapest in works by Vi- 
valdi, ToreQi, Telemann and 
Ban 6k at the Gasteig Dec. 18, 
where Fabio Luisi conducts foe 
Munich Philharmonic in works 
by Schoenberg and Berlioz 
Dec. 20 and 21. 

Munich's Bach Collegium 
will present an evening of Vi- 
valdi concertos at foe Herku- 
lessaal on Dec. 20. Dermis Rus- 
sell Davies will conduct the 
Munich Philharmonic in 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 
at foe Gasteig Hall Dec. 30 and 
31. 

Tbe Staatsoper will perform 
Donizetti’s “Anna Bolena” on 
Dec. 10. 14. 18, and 22; Richard 
Strauss's “Frau Ohne Schat- 
ten” on Dec. 9, 13, 17, and 20; 
Humperdinck’s “HSnsel and 


Gretd” on Dec. 21 r 23_29 and 
30; Puccim’s “Bdhfcme” Dec. 

25 and 28, and Strauss’s 
“Rosenkavalier” on Dec. 3-l- 
and Jan. 3. The Staatsballet, the 
opera’s ballet company, will 
perform “The Firebird” and 
“Fearful Symmetries’’ on Dec. 
19. and “Swan Lake” on Dec. 

26 and Jan. 8, IS, 17, 20 and 
24. 

The opera will present a new 
production of- “Alda,” Jan 19. 
23,27 and 31. ■— - 


T HE Alte Pinakothek is 
closed for renovation 
until at least mid- 1997, 
though 200 of its Old 
Master paintings are on exhibit 
for the duration across foe street 
at the Neue Pinakofoek; 29 Bar- 
er Strasse, 23 80 51 95. 

The Hans der Kunst, 1 
Prmzregenten Strasse,- 21 12 
70, will exhibit “New Works 
on Paper” by Sigmar Polke un- 
til Jan. 14. 

Until Jan. 21, the Staaisg*- 
lerie Moderaer Kunst, 21 1271 
37, in the west wing of the Hans 
der Kunst, is showing paintings 
and graphics by Max, Oppen- 
beimer, the Vienna modernist 
who died in obscurity in the 
United States in 1954. The 
StSdtische Gaksie imLeribach- 
haus, 33 Luisenstrasse, 23 30 
30 20, is exhibiting nearly 100 
Kandinskys until March 10. 


Viators can escape the winter 
weather at the city’s main castle 
of die Wittelsbach rulers: foe 
Residenz, tbe “winter" 
of the erstwhile dukes, 
and kings of Bavaria. 

Tbe Residenz, their home 
from foe 14th to 20fo centuries, 
is a vast complex in the center 
of town conteining scores of 
rooms with exquisite furnish- 
ings and decorations. To see 
most of them and the Schatz- 
kammer, the treasure chamber , 
takes at least a full day. Entry is 
at 3 Max-Joseph-Hatz, 29 06 
71. 

The most dramatic develop- 
ment in Munich for gourmets 
was the dosing: in October of L 
Aubergine, once foe country’s v; 
most highly jated restaurant 
But there are a dozen-others in 
the category where a six- to 
nine-course dinner for two will 
cost $250 to $300 plus wine. 

The top spot remaining is 
Tantris. 7 Johann-Ficbte- 
Strasse, 36 20 61, with two 
MicbeHn stars. Hans Haas has 
been in command of foe kitchen 
since 1991 and prepares su- 
1 *'/e nouveUe-oriented 
-international 




r-it- 


cuisine. 


John Domberg, who has 
lived in Munich for more than 
20 years. wrote this for The New 
York Times. 
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Charm and Character Parisian Hotels 


CHRISTMAS PROMO. 


HOTELS UNIS 


...from 40% to 50% off 
on public rates for 
Christmas! ( 15 / 12/95 to 8/01/96) 


MASSENET* **+ 

5 Ws. rue Massenet • 75016 PARIS 
TeL- 33-1-4524 4303 
Rec 33-1-4524 4139 
Promo: 500F/nigfal 
Just a few minutes from the 
Tour Eiffel and foe Trocadero. 
on the famous and elegant Rue 
Passy. this quiet, traditional 
hotel, decorated with marble 
and wood panelling offers you 
spacious rooms inviting 
tranquillity and peace of mind 


PERGOLESE**** 

3. tue Pcrgoltse - 75016 PAR15 
Td; 33-140679677 
Tax 33-14500 1211 
Promo: 720F/ night 
A couple of minutes from Arc 
foe Triompbe this original hold 
with quiet and bright rooms is a 
haven of elegance and 
refinement, where designer 
Rena Dumu-Hermes combined 
sober ash-wood furniture with 
gaiety of colon. 


ELYSEES 
REGENC1A* * * * 

41, AT. Marcean ■ 751 16 PARIS 
Tet 33-14720 4265 
Fan 33-14952 0342 
Promo: 720F/n3ght 
Luxury and refinement on foe 
prestigious Avenue Marcean, in 
the shadow of the Champs 
Hysees... Perfect matching of 
styles and materials, aesthetic 
and the avant-garde in foe bright 
and spadous rooms. 


GHAMPERHET- 
VILLIERS *** 

129. Av. de VQ&as - 75017 PARIS 
TeL 33-14764 4400 
Fax: 33-14763 1058 
Promo; 400JF/n2ght 
Porte Champerret is in one of 
Paris’s most elegant districts. 
This warm, welcoming hotel Is 
the first in Europe offering you 
an Internet connection in all 
rooms. 


deBANVUXE ***+ 

166. bd Bcxthkr - 73017 PARK 
Tel: 33-1-4267 "016 
Ffcc 33-1-4440 4277 
Promo: 500F/nJgbi 
This magnificent hotel is not to 
be missed by discriminating 
travellers: rooms are spacious 
and light-filled, decorated in a 
harmonious, classic style 
Supreme comfort and 
tranquility. 


TPJCTT T** * 

23. rue Brev - 7*1017 PARK 
Td: 33-143803971 
Fax 35-14766 5763 
Promo: 400F/nJghi 
In a quia street, two steps away 
from the Champs Elysecs. this 
charming freestone hotel 
welcomes you in a refined and 
friendly setting. 


NEUHLYPARK * * * 

23. cue Michele - 92200 NELULY 
Tet 33-14640 1115 
fin: 33-14610 1478 
Promo: 400F/nighz 
Between the Arc dc Trtomphe 
and La Defense, this modern 
hotel with bright, tastefully 
designed rooms. offers 
everything for a comfortable, 
restful stay. Friendly, intimate 
atmosphere. 


ETWLE 

MAILLOT*** 

U. 1 . me tiu Bote de Boulogne 
75016 Paris 
TeL- 33-14500 4260 
fax: 1-33-14500 5589 
Praam 400F/iiigih> 

A small, quiet street, between 
the Champs-Elysces and the 
Porte Maillot, harbors this 
traditional hotel with large 
rooms and the charm of antique 
furniture . 


ACACIAS ETOHE * * * 

1 1. me d» Acada$ - 75017 PARIS 
TeL 33-1-4380 6022 
Rue 53-148889640 
Promo: 4ooxy night 
Behind foe Arc de Tdomphe and 
the Champs Elysccs, this 
welcoming hotel, situated in a 
quiet street offers you a 
convivial and pleasant service in 
a modem surrounding. 


CHEVERNY *** 

7. VHh Batfakr - 75017 PARIS 
Tek 33-14380 4642 
foe 33-14763 2662 
Promoi 400F/nJgbt 
Warm and modern, this 
extremely comfortable hotel 
spares no effort to make your 


stay a pleasant one: ail is 
area 1 


prepared for a faultless stay, 
tailored to your needs. 


astrid *** 

27. Av. Carnot - 75017 PAWS 

Tet 33-144092600 
Fax: 33-14409 2601 
Promo: 400F/night 
Situated in foe quier Avenue 
Carnot, a continuation of 
Champs Elysecs and in line with 
the Arc de Triomphc. Rooms 
arc spacious and comfortable, 
furnished tastefully and 
pleasantly. 


ARC de TBIOMPHE 
ETOILE*** 

3, rue dc r&oi!c - 75017 PARS 
Td: 33-14380 3694 
Bcc 33-14440 4919 
Prtunoi 400F/olgbt 
A warm welcome in 
comfortable, modern and well 
cared for surrounding;, in the 
shadow of the Ate dc Triomphc. 
Quiet rooms, restful atmosphere 
and pleasant service: 


/// hu ie emu 


Tin American 
President 


Directed by Rob Reiner. 
US. 


“The American President,” 
in which Michael Douglas 


plays Chief Executive and 
Annette 


Bating his First 
Lover, will entertain most of 
foe people most of the time 
Wittily scripted, en g a g in gl y 
sappy, completely 

~ ’ and 


_ _ implau- 
sible and unabashedly 


Capraesque, it's a rather 
wonderful crock. President 
Andrew Shepherd (Dou- 
glas). a widower, is on the 
eve of his second election 
bid when he sets eyes cm 
environmental lobbyist Syd- 
ney Ellen Wade (Bening). If 
you watch “The American 
President” in foe mood it’s 
meant to be watched in 
(check left brain at door up- 
on entering), it’s a well- 
modulated charmer. For hol- 
iday movies, it smells like 
foe break-away front-run- 
ner. (Desson Howe. WP) 


Toy Story 


Directed by John Losseter. 
US. 


The Nutcracker Prince, 
P°oh, foe Velveteen Rabbit 

Tfnre od — 1_! j , 


Toys, as evoy kid knows, 
life when you’re not 


come to life lc nw 

“oking. It is a fundamental 

of childhood, a notion foat » 

sent up and oh-so-jovouslv 
celebrated m foe irreverent, 
“gernous “Toy Story.” 
Though computer-animated 

rat * ier than hand-drawn, this 
wiy-.nppingly paced buddy 
nwvie is as defi^nftil in is 
own way as any of Walt Dis- 


ney's traditional fairy tales. 
In fact, it’s a nice change of 
pace to see the studio draw 
magic from this modem tale 
about ordinary 2pfo-cencoiy 
kid Andy and his eager-to- 
ptease playthings. The pic- 
ture offers an eye-popping 


parade of 3-D- seeming an- 
thropomorphs, but it also has 
enormous humanity and 
heart. . (Rita Kempley, WP) 


Reckless 


Directed by Norman Rene. 
US. 


It- is Christmas Eve ist- a- 
snow-wrapped New Eng - 
l and c ottage. Rachel (Mra 
Fatrow), an angelicaDy- 
perky housewife and mofoar 
of two boys, snowies in bitf 
with husband, Tom 0Teti£- 
Goldwyn), to the confaft- 
ing groan of Bing CmMf 
crooning “1*11 BeHomeiof- 
C3uistmas.” She -is so snpt- 
tftn with foe holiday i 
she chirps, that she is ■ 
to have a “eaphor 
tack.” Suddenly Tom ^ . 
into sobs. He has bccoinfe^ - 


nattering, he 

he has tdoen a contrki iwt 
on 'her life. To savefafit^f 
she must flee at once-- ^th" 
her peadtes-aodkaAi 
complexion and. sUgfafty 
whiny voice, Fatrow hasaf 
ways ejntranizedia*^^ 
cious, ovejgrown. jp. 
who inspiresprotegti 
tinged With - irritetitac^,- i 
“ReckJess," she A 

less than AmericRii ' anBO^ w 
ccoce mcamate den?a»tfiBg 
to be snaroed ontef ft- 
(SiephenHdldek,NTn : 


4 
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The Palmtop, the Smallest of All 






AUSTRIA 

Vienna 

Wtenar Staatsoper, tel: (i) 513-1. 

f ^ > ®^ Car sen, conducted by Zu- 
5?? Mehta, with Davide Dainiani 
Efene Coetho, Jos6 Carreras and 
Samuel Ramey. Dec. lo, 13. 16 ig 
and 22. 

BRITAIN 

London 

“Davtd. Hockney: Works on Paoer 
1959-1905." 100 paintings, gouach- 
es, drawings and waterajlorsinAi- 
ing portraits, stil-Ufes and stage de- 
signs by the British artist 

DENMARK 

*"iriri wdi«i|nn 

Royal ttanieft Opera, tefc 33-32-20- 
20. Ambralse Thomas’s " Hamlet” 

S[^^^’^ Cox « condu ct s dby 

Dietfried Bemet, with tnger Dam- 
Jensen/Djina Mai-Mai and Bo Boie 
Skovhus. Dec. 15. 18, 21 and 29. 

FRANCE 

Paris 

Cftddes Sciences elder Industrie, 
W: (1) 3068-2030, dosed Morh 


la Renaissance, de Brunefleschi k 
Leonard de Vinci. " A discovery of 
ItaBan Renaissance engineers and 
architects. Features blueprints and 
models of their inventions, as weH as 
reproductions of drawings by 
BruneHeschi, Taccote, dl Gkxrato and 
Leonardo. 

Strasbourg 

Opdra du Rhhfi, tab 88-75-48-00. 
Mozart's “ Me EnttOhiung aus dam 
SeraH." Directed by Stephen Law- 
less, conducted by WBftam Christie/ 
James Ross, with Lynton Attanson/ 
Yann Beuron and Rosa Mannion/Do- 
miraque Gloss. Dec. 13, 15, 17, 19, 
21 and 23. Also in Colmar (tab 89-20- 
29-02) on Dec. 27 and Midhouse 
(89-36-28-28) on Dec. 29 and 30. 

GERMANY 

Bonn 

Oper der Stadt Bonn, tefc (228) 77- 
36-66. "La Travfata." Directed by 
Jurgen Rose, conducted by Pteddo 
Domingo, with Veronica VBanoei, 
Ramon Vargas and Carlos Alvarez. 
Dec. 16. 

Hann o ver 

Wlheim-Buscn-Musnim, tat (511) 
71-40-76, dosed Mondays. To Jan. 
28: "Von Goya bis Dubuffet” A se- 
lection of 34 graphic print series cre- 
ated by more than twenty 19th- and 
20th-century artists. The worts re- 
flect the political, artistic and soci- 
ological changes bom the French 
Revolution to the 1950s. Includes 
worts by Beckmann, Chagafl, Dix, 



Vermeer's "Girl with a Pearl Earring” in Washington. 

Gtoya, KBnger.TbuJouse-Lautrecand — — ■ 

Pfcassa, among others. JAPAN 


GREECE 

Athena 

Megaron, tet 52-82-333. "Carmen." 
Conducted by Raff Wslkart, with 
Agnes Baftsa/Marfna Krflovid, Neil 
Shkxrft/Bojfdar Nikotov and Marcefla 
de Loa/Alphea- Maria Papoufias. 
Dec. 13, 14. 16, 17, 19 and 21. 

ISRAEL 

teraeMUhnittim, tel: (2) 708-811, 
open daily. To March 3: “Photogra- 
phy and Beyond: New Expressions in 
France." Documents the way some 
French photographers tse photog- 
raphy in an unconventional fashion. 
Features works by Christian Boltan- 
skl and Annette Messagar. 

ITALY 

Floren c e 

btftuto UnfversKarlo Otandeaa, 
let (55) 221-612, dosed Mondays. 
To Dec. 17: “Maestri defllnvenzione: 
DisegnJ Itafiani del RQicsmuseum, 
Amsterdam.” Drawings by Italian 
masters such as Raphael, Mchelan- 
gato. the Ganads. Tiepolo and 


Ibatro Comunete, tel: (55) 211-158. 
“Un BaJJoin Maschera.” Conducted 
by Semyon Bychkov with Johan 
BothafGegam Grigorian, Alexandre 
Agache/Atoerto Mastromarino, Irina 
GordaiMeanneJficfidie Charbon- 
net Dec. 12. 13. 14, 15. 17, 19,20 
and 21. 


Macao under Portugal's influence. 
The English artist (1774-1852) spent 
the last 27 years of his fife in the 
colony. 

Teatro Nackmal de Sfio Carton, id: 
(1) 345-5914. VerdPs “Nabucco." Di- 
rected by Stefeno Poda, conducted 
by Giufiano Carella, with Giorgio 
Zancanaro, Kathleen MacCalb and 
Sun Yu. Dec. 17, 20, 23 and 28. 

SWEDEN 

Stockholm 

Liljevatchs KonethaH, tel: (8) 660- 
81 -32. To Jan. 7: “Art as Resistance: 

German Painters Between the 
Wars." 200 paintings and works on 
paper by German artists who were 
politically committed. The works 

range from German Expressionism 
to the New Objectivity, with works by 
Grosz, Dix and HeaitfieW. The ex- 
hibition wi\ travel to Helsinki. 

SWITZERLAND 

Zurich 

Kunsthaus Zurich, tefc (1) 251-67- 
65, dosed Mondays. Conti nulng/To 
Feb. 25: " 100 Janre Kino: Muslon- 
Emation-RoalctaL" A survey of the 
multiple aspects of the seventh art. 
and the elements that enable film to 
conjure fts illusions convincingly for 
the masses. 

UNITED STATES 


Toyota City 

Toyota City Municipal Museum of 
Art ContJnulng/To Jan. 7: "Master- 
pieces of Modem Art" More than 80 
Impressionist and Post-Impression- 
ist, German Expressionist and Sur- 
realist works. Also features sculp- 
tures by Rodin, Moore and Arp. 

LUXEMBOURG 

Casino Luxembourg, tel: 22-5045, 
dosed Mondays. To March 3: “Main 
Stations." 13 European and Amer- 
ican artists are represented by one 
major work that is both innovationai 
and influential. Includes works by Sol 
La Witt Yves Klein, Joseph Beuys, 
Barnett Newman and Frank Stefla. 

THE NETHERLANDS " 
Rotterdam 

Museum Boymans-van Beunin- 
gen, tefc (10) 441-9400, dosed Mon- 
days. To Feb. 4: Treasures of the 
Czar." From the Kremlin, 1 00 objects 
provide a picture of court culture in 
the time of Peter the Great. They 
induda gifts presented by foreign en- 
voys. garments worn by the czar and 
jewelry. 

PORTUGAL 

Lisbon 

Centro de Exposicoes del Centro 
Cultural de BeWm, tefc (1) 301- 
9606. open daily. To Jan. 7: “Macau 
Visto por George Chinnery." Draw- 
fogs and etchings documenting Hfe In 


Chicago 

Lyric Opera of Chicago, tel: 
(312)332-2244. Janacek's “The 
Mskropulos Affair." Directed by 
David Albert, conducted by Bruno 
Bartotetti, with Catharine Maintain, 
Kim Begley and Tom Fox. Dec. 9, 13 
and 16. 

Houston 

Museum of Fine Arts, tel: (713) 639- 
lb Jan. 2: “Visions of Love and Life: 
Pre-Raphaelite Art from the arming- 
ham Collection, England.” 100 paint- 
ings, drawings, sculptures and 
stained glass items by Pre- 
Raphaeite artists Hunt,Rossetti and 
Mwafs who sought to return art to the 
primitive simple forms found in the art 
of the Middle Ages and the Renais- 
sance. 

New York 

American Craft Museum, tefc (212) 
956-3535, dosed Mondays. To Feb. 
25: "White House Collection of 
American Crafts." 70 objects by 
American contemporary artsts work- 
ing in day, fiber, glass, metal and 
wood. Includes quilts, vessels, bowls 
and jars. 

Washington 

National Gallery of Art, tel: (202) 
842-6884, open dally. To Fbb. 11: 
"Johannes Vermeer. 21 of the 35 
works known to exist today. The 
Dutch painter has been admired 
throughout the centuries for the in- 
timacy of hK pointings, his depiction 
of fight and shadow and Ns Dlusiorv- 
ism. The exhibition will travel to The 
Hague in the spring. 


By Roger Collis 

International HmM Tribune 

A S an unreconstructed back-of- 
the-envelope man, who scribbled 
many a brilliant thought over an 
inflight drink only to find that I’d 
lost the bit of paper, and a survivor of the 
Hlofaxophiles ami the laptop revolution, i 
now face the challenge of the ultimate 
portable office — the palmtop/handbeld 

The Freauent Traveler 


computer, otherwise known as the Personal 
Digital Assistant (PDA) or the chili as tic 
Personal Intelligent Communicator (PIC). 

The new generation of palmtops — like 
the Psion 3A series. Sharp ZR-5000, and 
Hewlett-Packard 200 LX — ■ are about the 
size of a well-stuffed wallet and weigh just 
a few ounces. They have dinky little key- 
boards — not much good for serious typ- 
ing, but OJC. for updating the r£suro£, 
working a spreadsheet, showing some pie 
charts to a customer or simply impressing 
fellow travelers. 

State-of-the-art palmtops are powerful 
beasts that tackle the kind of task that 
would once have tied you to a laptop if not 
an office PC. You can upload or download 
riles from a PC, send faxes, and send and 
receive data and e-mail via your mobile or 
in-flight phone. So welcome to the elec- 
tronic edition of the back of the envelope. 

Lightest and most compact of the palm- 
top PCs is the Psion 3A series, which packs 
a powerful word processor (shame about 
the minuscule but otherwise well 1 aid-out 
screen), spreadsheet, a calculator that 
should satisfy a rocket scientist, plus a 
phone book/data base from which you can 
retrieve the most fugitive entry. 

I can imagine using the Psion to download 
files from the office PC, say a spreadsheet or 
a contract, before a trip and update or cus- 
tomize them while on the road; and even 
print them out on paper or acetate for slides 
m the hotel room on a pricket- size Citizen 
printer. The idea is not to duplicate what 
you’ve got on your PC but to download what 
yon need for the time you’re away. 

Psion runs useful software for travelers. 
A patience game; a chess program with 
amazing 3D graphics; Berlitz Phrase Book 
(2300 phrases in 13 languages, including 
Japanese and Russian); Berlitz Interpreter 
(translates 28,000 words between rive Eu- 
ropean languages); Autoroute Express 
(plots the best way to get between 7,200 
places in Britain with maps allowing you to 
zoom in ro a scale of S inches to one mile); 
and Microsoft Automap Road Atlas (span- 
ning 50,000 places in the United States). 

Psion. Sharp and Hewlett-Packard hook 
up to GSM mobile phones allowing you to 
send faxes and send and receive e-mail and 
short messages via SMS (Short Message 


Service) of around 50 words. Hewlett- 
Packard allows you to receive foxes as 
well. 

The Sharp ZR-5000 has a larger screen 
than the Psion and a better keyboard for 
typing. You can also write Dotes and create 
maps and drawings by writing on the screen 
with a plastic “pen" that also serves as a 
mouse to navigate around the screen. What 
you write is captured as graphic images (so 
you can presumably read what you’ve writ- 
ten) which you can shrink or enlarge. And 
you can combine text, handwriting and 
drawings on one document, such as a fox. 
Both Sharp and Hewlett-Packard have in- 
frared ports that provide a “wireless" con- 
nection to phones, printers, and other palm- 
tops and PCs on the same principle as a TV 
remote-control. 

Hewlett-Packard has just launched its 
Omni go 100 — a simpler version of die 



Nkabc Ahjo/WT 

200LX — with a keyboard and screen that 
flips around the back so that it can be used as 
a notepad. It uses a system called Graffiti 
which recognizes characters (you have to 
learn a simplified version of the alphabet!) 
and, like the Sharp, can also store writing as 
images. You can save handwritten notes to 
be converted to text later, and you can also 
view and save maps and pictures ex- attach 
them to a file. 


B EFORE buying a palmtop you 
might want to wait to see the 
Hewlett-Packard Omnigo 700 
due out next spring. At foe same 
time, the current 200LX will be updated 
and rebranded Omnigo 200. The Omnigo 
700 will come wifo a removable Nokio 
GSM phone as an integral pan of foe unit. 
This is not quite pocket-size. But expect 
these gizmos to get progressively smaller. 

The Omnigo 700 seems to set a new 
standard for palmtops as the computer 
function of a mobile phone, allowing two- 
way voice, text and handwritten commu- 
nications. 

Here are the leading palmtop/PDAs. 
Prices vary by market and models. (Quoted 


here are manufacturers' recommended 
prices in Britain.) Many dealers discount 
20 to 30 percent. 

• Casio SF-890 Digital Diaiy. 256Kb; 
stores 10,000 names and phone numbers; 8 
by 16mm display; schedule and memo 
functions; calculator. Size 16 by 144 by 
78mm, Weighs 123g. Price around £140 
(abour S215). 

• Hewlett-Packard 2QQLX. A powerful 
comparer bundled wifo Lotus 1-2-3 and 
Pocket persona] finances software, phone 
book, diaiy, memo editor, scientific cal- 
culator; runs MS-DOS and Windows. You 
can swap files wifo desktop PCs or laptops 
via a standard slot; and send and receive 
faxes, e-mail or short messages. 3MB 
ROM and 2MB RAM (you can add up to 
20MB of file memory). Built-in printer 
support. Measures 16 by 8.64 by 2.54 cm 
(6.3 by 3.4 by 1 in) and weighs 312g (1 1 
ounces) wifo batteries. Price about £400 to 
£550. 

• Hewlett-Packard Omnigo 100 Organ- 
iser Plus. Allows you to enter handwritten 
notes and diagrams wifo touch-screen pen. 
Phonebook, notepad, spreadsheet, calcu- 
lator. 3MB ROM and 1MB RAM. It mea- 
sures 153 by 9.5 by 2.6cm and weighs 
360g wifo batteries. No infrared port Price 
around £290. Optional connectivity pack 
for PCs about £90. 

• Psion 3A series. From 256K to 2MB 
RAM plus optional memory disks. Bundled 
with address book, time management, diary, 

word processing, spreadsheet, and financial 
calculator. Graphics screen wifo up to 80 
characters by 25 lines (showing frill A4 page 
width). MS-Dos compatibility. Size 163 by 
83 by 23cm (63 by 33 by 0.9ins). Weighs 
275g wifo batteries. Price from around £250 
to £400. Optional software includes Psion 
3Fax* send only fax/plus modem access to 
on-line information serves and e-mail 
(£200); PsWin wifo Windows allows you to 
transfer files to a PC or laptop (£80); Psion 
SMS Link GSM phone book-up (£40); Au- 
toroute Express, for UJC and Ireland (£70); 
Microsoft Automap Road Atlas of United 
States ($120 in U.S.); Berlitz Interpreter 
(£35); Berlitz Phrasebook (£35). 

• Sharp 2R-5000 Personal Digital As- 
sistant. Works with a keyboard and pen to 
jot notes, sketch ideas, or type and sign a 
document One MB of internal memory 
expandable to 16MB wifo RAM or Flash 
Memory cards. Bundled with SMS (Short 
Messaging Service); address book, note- 
pad, calculator and diary. An infrared port 
links you wifo a PC, GSM cellular or 
regular phones, or printers. Size 17 by 10 by 
23cm. Weighs 385g. Price around £400. 

• Citizen PN60 laser quality portable 
printer weighs 5 00g(l pound) and measures 
25.4 by 5.05 by 4.7 cm. Prints in black and 
white or color cm plain A4 paper or acetate 
from Psion, Apple PowerBook, IBM PC, or 
Hewlett-Packard. Price around £239. 
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Thursday’s 4 pan. Close 

prices, not reflecting lata trades elsewhere. 
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In our newest collection, “Geneve”, 
you will find a perfect harmony 
between modem Technology and 
outstanding traditional workmanship. 
Discover writing; instruments crafted 


in mend, which convey a new weighty 
feeling and ensure 
long-lasting wriring pleasure. 

Caran d'Ache. An uncompromising 
quest for quality that lasts. 
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Surplus 
Fell 51.8% 
In October, 
Japan Says 

Bloomberg Business News 

TOKYO — Japan posted the 
biggest decline m its moodily 
cun’emt-account surplus in five 
years TTonsday as auto exports 
fell, imports rose and more of 
its pe ople took advantage of a 
strong yen to travel abroad. 

. October’s trade surplus 
shrank 51. 8 percent from a year 
earlier, to $43 billion, the Min- 
istry of Finance said, well be- 
low the $5.6 billion surplus 
economists had predicted. 

It was the second decline in a 
row and the sixth in the ei ght 
months. While economists sa id 
die numbers showed Japan’s 
trade gap was on a shrinking 
trend, they added that October’s 
.decline had been exaggerated. 

“I’d be surprised ifthis pace 
of trade adjustment continues, 
for the simple reason that die 
domestic economy is weak,” 
which will stifle demand for 
imports, said RnsseU Jones of 
Lehman Brothers in Tokyo. 

The dollar slipped againstthe 
yen shortly after the figures were 
released, even though a narrow- 
er ifafi pjt im plies mat Japanese 
exporters have fewer dollars to 
sell for yen and so should 
strengthen die U.S. currency. 
“In theory, this is positive 
■ for die dollar and negative for 
the yen,” Mr. Jones said. “I’m 

snmefnrwy amawf af finun- 

dal markets’ inability to re- 
spond to Japanese economic 
statistics.” 

The current account is die 
broadest measure of trade be- 
cause it includes merchandise as 
well as services such as travel 
and inv es t m ent income and 
monetary transfers such as eco- 
nomic assistance and donations. 

October’s decline was the 
largest since November 1990, 
when die hade gap contracted 
59 percent, the ministry said. 

The merchandise trade sur- 
plus drank 327 percent, to 
$7.6 billion. 


EU Hits Grain Exporters 

Steep New Tax Aims to Protect Supplies 


r — r 1 1 *T n — tv tf~ r Tm rY^ i riV I 

. PARIS — The European Union slapped 
taxes on wheat exports for the first timem 21 
years ; Thursday to make it harder for farmers to 
cash in on soaring wodd prices by selling grain 

abroad that is badly needed in the 15-member 

EU, form officials said. 

“The obligatory tax. would make sure there 
are adequate sqjplies,” said Gerry Kiely, the 
European Commission's agriculture spokes- 
man. ‘ ‘Too much grain has been flowing out of 
the EU.” 

Officials at the EU said exporters now had a 
choice of paying a flat eromt tax of 25 Eu- 
ropean Currency Units ($3230) a metric ton 
— which no one would pay, as it would male* 
European wheat uncompetitive on the world 
market — or taking their chances with the EU 
pricing mechanism instituted six weeks ago. 

Moreover, news that Russia had apparently 
returned as a big buyer in a market where 
drought has drastically cut world grain stocks 
helped fuel a rally in grain prices. 

The December wheat-futures contr act in die 
Chicago Board of Trade futures pit soared 13 
cents, to $5.22 a bushel, on Thursday, a 15-year 
hjgh. That compared with its fanner peaks of 
$5.44 in 1980 and die all-time high of $6.45 in 
February 1974. 

Tire new tax represented a stark contrast to 
die tone the EU, the second-biggest grain 
exporter after North America, subsidized ex- 
ports from its now-vanished huge surpluses. 


After drought in Australia and North Africa, 
world stocks are now at tbeir lowest point 
since the 1970s. EU public wheat stocks, for 
example, are down to 1.2 milli on tons from a 
peak of 13 million tons in 1993. 

A private Russian gram-trading firm has 
just bought 13 million tons of grain from the 
United States, Austria and Hungary, a Russian 
agricultural official said Thursday. In the So- 
viet era, such purchases sent shock waves 
through grain markets. 

The mm, Roskhlebqprodukt, declined to 
give details of the purchase, but such an 
amount would probably be worth around $300 

millio n, anal ysts said. 

The official, Vladimir Kotov. reiterated 
statements by other officials that despite a poor 
Russian harvest, Moscow would not finance 
gram imports this year. 

Analysts said Ore needs of Russia and China 
could determine how much the world will have 
to ray for its food next year. 

“The key to prices will be any additional 
demand from China and the former Soviet 
Union,” said Alan WiHits, a manager based in 
Argentina for the American commodities con- 
cern, Cargill Inc. 

John Miller, head wheat merchant at Con- 
tinental Grain Co. in Chicago, said that the 
Russians “have been away from the U3. and 
the Western markets for the past three years and 
still have hurdles.” But, he added, “drey are a 
sleeping giant. ” (Reuters, Bloomberg) 


Elektrowatt Bids for a Rival 


ZURICH — Elektrowatt 
AG, a Swiss utilities company, 
said Thursday it would boy the 
electrical technology company 
Landis & Gyr AG for 1.8 billion 
Swiss francs ($ 1 34 billion) as it 
seeks to focus on its building- 
controls business. 

Elektrowatt is offering 950 
Swiss francs for each Landis & 
Gyr share, a 31 percent pre- 
mium to Landis & Gyr’s clos- 
ing price Wednesday of 727. 
The shares rose in morning 
trading Thursday to 730, while 
Elektrowatt stock (hopped 5 
francs, to 353. Both stocks were 
suspended in die afternoon. 

Landis & Gyr’s board rec- 


ommended shareholders 
accept the offer . 

“This takeover offer is part 
of die strategy already outlined 
this spring of focusing Elek- 
tro watt’s business on electric 
power as well as security sys- 
tems and building control,” 
said Oskar K. Ronner, Elek- 
tro watt's chief executive. 

Elektrowatt, which is 44 per- 
cent controlled by die financial 
services company CS Holding, 
said the bid would go through 
only if 70 percent of Landis & 
Gyr shares were tendered. 

The company said it had al- 
ready bought a 35 percent stake 
in Landis & Gyr from Unotec 
Holding, a company controlled 


Gates Gets Serious 
About the Internet 

Microsoft Moves to Catch Up 
On Network’s Popularity 


by the Swiss investor Stephan 
Schmidheiny. 

John Willis, an analyst at 
Kleinwart Benson Securities, 
said Elektrowatt was “moving 
firm being a utility to a tech- 
nology based company.” 

Mr. Willis said if die deal 
were completed. Elektrowatt 
would have annual sales in 
building-control systems of 
about 21 billion francs, rough- 
ly equal to those of die industry 
leader, Honeywell Inc. of the 
United States. 

Elektrowatt is to pay for die 
purchase with credit, cash and 
the proceeds from as much as 1 
billion francs in divestments. 

(Bloomberg, AP. Reuters) 


CaafBtd try Our SatfFrm Dirptzrhrt 

REDMOND. Washington — 
Microsoft Cpip, has decided to 
join some of its top competitors 
m exploiting the Internet in- 
stead of trying to beat them, the 
world software leader revealed 
Thursday. 

In outlining its Internet strat- 
egy, Microsoft said it would 
collaborate with competitor Or- 
acle Cop. on Internet devel- 
opment and publishing tech- 
nologies, seeking to offer 
“richer and more active” con- 
tent on die World Wide Web 
portion of the international 
c ommuni cations network. 

In addition, Microsoft said it 
would license the Java pro- 
gramming language from Sun 
Microsystems Inc., and it an- 
nounced a deal to provide its 
Internet browser to Com- 
puServe Inc., with which it 
competes in on-line services. 

The endorsement of Sun’s 
Java, for designing software 
that can be easily distributed on 
electronic networks, marked a 
rare embrace by Microsoft of a 
product it had not developed or 
bought. 

Microsoft signed a letter of 
intent with Sun, the company 
said. 

“What it shows is a will- 
ingness on our part to partic- 
ipate in die Internet and take 
what is out there,” said Bill 
Miller, the director of market- 
ing for the Microsoft Network, 
the company's on-line service. 

Microsoft also said it was 
expanding an agreement with 
Spyglass Inc., whose technol- 
ogy is the basis for Microsoft’s 
Internet Explorer browser. 

While its Internet strategies 
had been leaked for several 
weeks, Microsoft had kept peo- 
ple guessing about whether it 
would endorse Java. 

Because the program works 
on any kind of computer, it pos- 


es a threat to Microsoft’s dom- 
inance of the personal computer 
software business. 

The announcements sent 
shares of Internet-related com- 
panies lower, but they did not 
help Microsoft, as investors ap- 
parently bet that increasing 
competition would cut into 
profitability. 

Microsoft's shares have been 
under pressure in recent weeks 
because the company appeared 
to have been caught off guard 
by die popularity of the Inter- 
net. 

The company’s stock was 
down 123 cents, at $9030, 
while shares in Netscape Com- 
munications Corp., which 
makes a popular program for 
browsing die World Wide Web. 
were down $28.75, to $13230 

Oracle and Sun bucked the 
trend, but Spyglass fell $14.75, 
to $95.25. 

The cooperation with Oracle 
and Sun is notable because Mi- 
crosoft's chairman, Bill Gates, 
has been engaged in a war of 
words with foe leaders of those 
companies over foe future of 
computing. 

while Mr. Gates is betting 
that people will want increas- 
ingly powerful computers, Or- 
acle and Sun have predicted 
that much of foe processing 
power will migrate to central 
servers that provide video- 
based information and can be 
reached via electronic appli- 
ances that could cost as little as 
$500. 

Last month, die chairmen of 
International Business Ma- 
chines Corp. and Novell Inc. 
supported that view. 

Despite his differing view on 
hardware, however. Mr. Gates 
has always supported foe idea 
that global computer networks 
would be increasingly impor- 
tant. (Bloomberg, 

AP. AFX, Reuters) 
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By Reginald Dale . 

baernatiomd HenddTiAaae 


W ASHINGTON —v Three 
men bear a heavy ite^xn- 
stbility for foe strikes foatare 
currently crippling . France 
and fon etwi i ii g foe future of economic 
and monetary union in Europe — and they 
are not die leaders of the labor unions. 

The guilty, parties are the country's 
three senior conservative pcditidaiis; Pres- 
ident Jacques<3urac; hisprime minister, 
Alain Jupp6, and the previous prime min- 
ister, Edouard Balladur, whose leadership 
errors arc now coming tome to roost. 

Since their GaalUst party’s victor y in 
parliamentary elections in the spring of 
1993, all three have consistently sent foe 
wr ong sig nals to foe French people. ^ 

the radical r^mKiretled to ensure that 
France can compete in the 2 1st century, the 
Oflutiig leaders have broadcast. foe mes- 
sage foy change need not be panxfoland 
dm if arryone strongly objects to it, change 
will not be imposed _ . 

In Ins two years in office, Mr. Balladur 
capitulated in virtually every confttjctanon 
— with workers at Air Frmcc, withfisk- 
ennen and with students — and Mr. Chira c 
entered foe Elys6e Palace this spang 
promising to cure all foe country’s ins, 
s t arting with unemptoymem, without any 


Mr./upp£ made matters worse tyann- 
marHy dismissing his finance trausbo; 
Alam MadeHn. whose ideas had offended 


foe unions. By foe time Mr. Jnpp6 pro- 
" rtnnrdhis first serious plan fbrbudget cuts 
pd welfare reform tost month, foe 
.Ganllists had virtually guaranteed that it 
"^iroiild be met with protests. 

■ ■ ft isgood, of course, that Mr. Ju pp6 has 
finally co nunitlB d to senous re- 

fum. He is rightto insist that France faces 
a choice between change and decline. But 

Roland (iayrol, one ofthecoutoy’s top 


Three-quarters of the 
population would prefer to 
let the franc slide and go 
for growth, rather than 
cut the budget deficit. 

analysts of public opinion, says the French 
are the most pessimistic of all Europeans 
about their economic future and have 
readied the point where they are opposed 
to almost any govenuneot derision. 

Mr. Cayrol, who spoke at a Wash- 
ington seminar organized tty U3.- 
CREST, the Center for Research and Ed- 
ucation on Strategy and Technology, de- 
picted a population deeply cynical about 
politicians and doubtful whether Mr. 
Chirac is qualified to be president. 

After trying almost every political 
combination in government over the past 
15 years, most Bench people no longer 


believe Paris can cure unemployment, 
which is their prime concern. There is a 
widening gap between the elite, which 
regards Mr. Juppd’s plan as courageous, 
and foe general public, which sees it as 
unfair, technocratic and ineffective. 

Basically, the Bench people know the 
world is changing and dial France will 
have to afoept, but they are afraid of what 
change win mean in practice and would 
like to pet it off if possible. 

Mr. Cayrol says three-quarters of the 
population would prefer to let foe franc 
s lid e a nd go for growth, rather than cut tiie 
budget deficit to prepare for a single 
European currency. The single c ur rency 
can wait, they feeL 

That is foe alternative policy that is 
ready in foe wines sfaouldMr. Jupp6 fafl. It 


ready in foe wings sfaoiildMr. Jtmp6 ML It 
would not solve Bance’s problems — it 
has been tried many times before. It would 
mean an end to framer serious attempts at 
reform in France, foe bankruptcy or die 
social security system, a postponement of 
the move to a single European currency 
and a crisis in tiie European Union. 

But it is not yet sure that Mr. Jupp6 has 
lost his gamble. He may be right not to 
negotiate now. when tiie strikers are so 
swept up in what Mr. Cayrol calls “foe 
pleasure of confrontation.” Better to wait 
till January — after a Christmas loll. 

But the g o v e rnment has obviously got 
to chang e its flttitnrife. Leadership means 
being honest about wfaat lies ahead and 
explaining why change is necessary. It is 
not too late for Mr. Juppd — and above all 
Mr. Chirac — to learn that. 
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World Bank 
To Realign 
Leadership 


By Paul Blustein 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — The 
World Bank’s president, James 
D. Wdfensofan, en din g months 
of speculation, has informed se- 
nior executives of a “restruc- 
turing” that in c ludes appoint- 
ing five managin g directors 
with well-defined areas of re- 
sponsibility, bank officials 
have disclosed. 

The move, Mr. Wolfen- 
sahn’s first major personnel de- 
cision since taking over at the 
Washington-based lending or- 
ganization in June, appears 
aimed partly at giving him and a 
group of trusted lieutenants bet- 
ter control over foe bank’s op- 
erations and diminishing the 
ability of its many vice pres- 
idents to establish their own ar- 
eas of control. 

“The key purpose of the new i 
tnp mana ge ment te”" is to pro- 
vide a framework far liberating 
tiie energies and skills of die rest 
of the organization,” Mr. 
Wotisnsohn said Thursday. 
“These appointments are tiie be- 
ginning of a process, not the 
end.” 

The bank, which employs 
more than 9,000 p erate in 
Washington, is owned by 179 
countries and holds a $200 bil- 
lion portfolio of loans aimed at 
fostering economic advance- 
ment in developing nations. Its 
critics have accused it of being 
overly bureaucratic and losing 
touch with die needs of the poor, 
makin g many of its loans in- 
effective at fighting poverty. 

Mr. Wolfensohn has indicat- 
ed be agrees with some of foe 
criticism and seeks to make the 
bank better attuned to the needs 
of its borrowers. 

■ Balkans Conference 

The European Union’s com- 
missioner for relations with 
Eastern Europe, Hans van den 
Broek, announced plans for an 
international conference this 
month on the reconstruction of 
Bosnia and Croatia, Reuters re- 
poned from Budapest. 

The c onfe rence, jointly or- 
ganized by the European Com- 
mission and foe World Bank, 
will be held in Brussels on Dec. 
20 and 21. Those invited include 
potential donors, international 
finan cial organizations and rep- 
resentatives of foe Islamic Con- 
ference Organization. 


Bank of France Warms Markets 


CemftrdbyOirSaffFnmDirfadaM 

PARIS — The Bank of 
France reduced a key interest 
rate Thursday, giving a boost to 
finan cial mark ets and an econ- 
omy pressured by a 2-week-old 
strike by public workers 

The central bank reduced its 
intervention rate, the floor rate 
for Bench money markets, to 
4.70 percent from 4.80 percent. 
Although some trados had 
feared die bank might raise 
rates to defend the franc from 
speculation sparked by the 
strike, foe currency has not 
come under severe pressure. 

Analysts have cited foe Bank 
of France’s ability to convince 
the markets of its independence 
since it was granted autonomy 
in 1993, along with foe rela- 
tively small number of foreign 
investors in the Bench capital 
markets, as contributing to foe 
stability of foe franc. 

Bench stocks were the main 
beneficiaries of the r&e cut, with 


the CAC-40 index rising 1205 
points, to 1.846.80, while most 


European equity markets weak- 
ened. The marie rose ro 3.4475 
francs in European trading from 
3.4420, but foe German currency 
had traded as high as 3.4580 
during the day. 

French 10-year bond yields 
rose to 6.82 percent from 6.75 
percent, with the spread above 


French yields remain far below 
those of Britain, whose curren- 
cy is outside the European Mon- 
etary System’s exchange-rate 
mechanism. The 10-ycar British 
gilt ended at a yield of 7.42 
percent, up from 735 percent 

Economists said they were 
surprised by the central bank’s 
move but called it an econom- 
ically justified vote of support 
for tiie conservative Bosch 
government’s fiscal policies. 

The size of the cut made it 
more symbolic than anything 


else, they said, though a pow- 
erful symbol. “It’s very impor- 
tant,” said Darren Williams, 
economist at Merrill Lynch & 
Co. in Paris. “It’s obviously an 
expression of support for the 
Juppg government” 

The strike seems to be hitting 
the retail sector of foe economy 
particularly hand. The lack of 
transport kept shoppers away 
from foe big Parisian depart- 
ment stores. Small retailers, 
whose profit mar gins tend to be 
lower, also suffered. 

Sales at Gaieties Lafayette’s 
flagship store on Boulevard 
Haussman in Paris have 
dropped 50 percent since the 
strike began, compared with the 
like period a year earlier, a 
spokeswoman, Sandrine Cou- 
turier, said. At stores in foe 
provinces, tiie decline was 10 
percent Between 15 percent 
and 25 percent of employees are 
not coming into work, foe said. 

(Reuters, Bloomberg) 
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Very briefly: 


Valujet Shares Fall on Delta Deal 


* Harold Fitzgerald Lenfest, a former board member of Liberty 
Media Corp., and his wife, Marguerite, were charged with insider 
trading ahead of Bell Atlantic Corp.’s unsuccessful 1993 bid for 
Telecommunications Inc. and Liberty Media Corp. 


* Overseas Private Investment Corp. provided a record $10.6 
billion in assistance to U.S. businesses investing overseas in fiscal 
1995, compared with $7.7 billion in 1994. ap. Bloomberg 


Softkey Gets Learning Co. to Give In 


Carded ty Oir SUG DnptOchn 

CAMBRIDGE, Massachusetts — 
Learning Co. agreed to a sweetened $606 
million takeover bid by Softkey Interna- 
tional Inc., the two educational software 
makers announced Thursday. 

The companies said the agreement 


meant Learning was terminating its earlier 
irodei 


deal with Broderbund Software Inc. 

The revised bid is “clearly in the best 
interests of the Learning Co.'s stockhold- 
ers," Bill Dins more, the chief executive of 
Learning, said 

Softkey launched its hostile bid Oct. 30, 


By launcher 

offering $606 million worth of stock. But 


its shares have declined in recent weeks, 
reducing the value of that offer. 

Broderbund's rival offer, initially worth 
about $550 million, has also declined in 
value with its stock price. Just before 
Learning and Soft Key announced their 
deal, Broderbund stock was trading at 
558 J I a share, making its bid worth just 
under $500 million. 

Learning shareholders were to meet in 
four days to vote on the friendly offer from 
Broderbund The meeting has since been 
canceled. 

Broderbund does not intend to challenge 


the sweetened Softkey offer with a higher 
bid a spokesman said. 

“With atotal market of $500 million, we 
thought our offer was as high as we could 
go.” he said 

Softkey will buy the nearly 828 million 
Learning shares outstanding for $67.50 
each, or S558 milli on. Softkey also will 
offer $48 million of its common stock in 
exchange for Learning stock options that its 
employees had yet to exercise. 

Softkey made the sweetened offer Mon- 
day, and the two companies began dis- 
cussions Tuesday. 

Their combination will create the biggest 
educational software company in a market 
with retail sales of $500 milli on in 1994. 

Learning officials had expressed con- 
cern that if Softkey took it over, it would 
slash prices and research and development 
at the Fremont, California, company. Soft- 
key has maintained that Learning would 
benefit from lower prices. 

Softkey sells its software in supermar- 
kets and other general outlets for less than 
$20. Many of its programs have been pur- 
chased from other companies and repack- 
aged for the mass market 

Broderbund and Learning typically sell 


their programs in the $40 to $80 range. 

Learning shares closed $3,875 higher at 
$67,125, and Softkey stock gained $1,875 
to $31. Broderbund shares fell SI to $58, 
(AP. Bloomberg ) 


Tribune Deflates Forecasts 

Tribune Co.’s 1995 earnings will prob- 


ably be at the low end of analysts ’per share 
estimates, the company’s chief fiffi 


Chrysler Approves New Dividend Increase 


Transport Sector Hits Factory Orders 

WASHINGTON (Combined Dispatches) — Factory orders fell 
in October for the first tune in three months, the Commerce 
Department said Thursday, led by a sharp drop in demand for 


transportation equipment. 

The decline of 0.3 percent was smaller than many analysts had 


-pen . 

expected, after rises of 1 .4 percent in September and 2.7 percent in 
August. Excluding transportation, orders rose 1.4 percent in 
October after being unchanged the previous month. 

Economists said a slight rise in the report’s inventory -to- 
shipments ratio suggested factory production would slow in the 
next few months. (AP. Knighi-RuJder ) 


Bloomberg Business News 

HIGHLAND PARK, Michigan — 
Chrysler Corp. raised its quarterly dividend 
again Thursday in its effort to blunt crit- 
icism from the investor Kirk Kerkorian that 
die automaker was not giving enough back 
to shareholders. 

Hie company declared the 20 percent 
increase in the dividend, to 60 cents a share, 
at its board meeting. 

It also announced that it had completed SI 
billion of its stock buyback plan. It doubled 


the program, to $2 billion, two months 
In March, Chrysler raised its dividend' 

25 percent, to 50 cents a share. 

“We made a promise to return excess 
cash to shareholders through further div- 
idend increases or share repurchases," 
Chair man Robert Eaton said. 

Mr. Kerkorian’s investment concern, 
Tracinda Corp., dismissed the increase as 
* ‘another small step in the right direction,” 
but other investors cheered the move. 

“I think it demonstrates their respon- 


siveness to sharefaol r 

move.” said BUI Patterson, a director of the 
Teamsters’ pension fund, which holds 1.1 
million Chrysler shares. 

Tire company mack; no decision on re- 
placing Joseph Aniomni, tire former Kmart 
Corp. chairman who resigned three weeks 
ago under pressure from Mr. Kerkorian. 

Mr. Kerkorian failed in an April effort to 
buy Chrysler but still holds a large stake. 

Chrysler shares closed down 62^ cents 
at $5 1.75. 


ATLANTA (Bloomberg) — Stock in ValuJet Airlines Inc. fell 
sharply Thursday after Delta Air Lines and its pilots union ten- 
tatively agreed Wednesday to set up a competing low-cost carrier. 

ValuJet shares fell $3,125 in late trading, to $21.25. The stock 
fell S3 .25 Wednesday, with most of the decline coming after Delta 
and the pilots announced their accord. 


Tietmeyer Talks Dollar Up Against Mark 


Bloomberg Businas Nevrs 
NEW YORK — The dollar rose against 
the Deutsche mark Thursday after the pres- 
ident of the Bundesbank said the U.S. 
currency remained undervalued. 


The dollar finished at 1.4470 DM, up 


from 1 .4465 DM, but slipped to 101.45 yen 
101.60 yen. It feu to 4.9735 French 


from 


Hans Tietmeyer' s comments, coming in 

Ger- 


FOKEIGN EXCHANGE 


tire wake of reports suggesting that 
many's economy remained sluggis 
raised speculation that the B undest 
might cut interest rates when its policy- 
setting council met next week. 


francs from 4.9800 francs but rose to 1 .1715 
Swiss francs from 1.1710 francs. The 
pound slipped to $1.5340 from $1.5420. 

“It’s Tietmeyer that got us going." said 
Kevin Lawrie of Mellon Bank. 


Mr. Tietmeyer said tire rise of tire made 
this year was “not favorable” and that the 
dollar was still at an “inappropriate" level 
against the mark. The dollar is down about 
7 percent against the mark for tire year. 

Mr. Tietmeyer added that he saw no new 
signs of worldwide inflation 

“The numbers out of Germany indicate 
softness for their economy,” said Thomas 
Benfer of Bank of Montreal in New York. 
“That just builds tire case for lower rates.” 


Profit-Taking Hits 
Hard at the Dow 


inandal 

officer said, according to news agency re- 
ports from New York. 

The estimates are from $3.80 to $3.90 a 
share, Donald Grezresko said at a confer- 


ence. 

But he said growth in earnings per share 
could be in the “low double digits "in 1996 
if the company did not sell its 53 percent 
stake in Quno Corp., a mint mill company. 
If the planned sale takes place in early 
1 996 , the growth will be more moderate, he 
added, without elaborating. 

The company has budgeted $400 million 
for acquisitions in 1996, which includes its 
proposed $150 million investment in Soft- 
key International, its chief executive of- 
ficer, Don Madigan said. 

Tribune shares dosed $2,125 lower, at 
$64. 125. ( Reuters , Bloomberg ) 


NEW YORK — U.S. stocks 

posted their biggest chop in ® 
weeks Thursday as investors, 
less optimistic tfaai interest rates 
will tumble and that profits will 
singe in 1996, sold stocks to 
book gains. 

“There is extraordinary slat- 
tifihnftss and _ nervousness 

among small investors and 
large investors,” said Hu^i 
Johnson, First Albany Corp. s 


U.S. STOCKS 


market strategist. “Everyone 
has been caught by surprise by 
f frrg move up in stocks since the 
end of Nowmber. it has daz- 
zled them but made diem ex- 
tremely nervous. They 're just 
simply going to cash it in. ” 

After three straight record 
days, the Dow Jones industrial 
average and Standard & Poor’s 
500 Index dropped as shares of 
banks — among the year’s best 
performers — retreated. 

Hie Dow industrials slid 
39.74 to close at 5,15939, the 
biggest drop since a 49.86- 
pomt slide on Oct. 26. Before 
Thursday’s drop, the 30-stock 
average was up 25 percent for 
tire past fbur days — surpassing 
tire 2. 1 percent gain it registered 
for all of 1994. 

Shares of Caterpillar, Boe- 
ing, General Motors and Alu- 
minum Co. of America led the 
decline, helping push the av- 
erage down as much as 5058 
points, which triggered tire 
New Yak Stock Exchange’s 
“uptick" rule late in the day. 
The role curbs some computer- 
guided trading in an attempt to 
■trahilizi- the market. 

About three stocks fell fa 
every two that advanced on the 
Big Board, where some 379 
milli on shares changed hands. 
That was above the three- 
month daily average of 364 mil- 
lion shares. 

The S&P 500 also retreated 
from a record, sliding 4.01 to 
close at 616.17. It was the in- 
dex’s first drop in five days and 
the biggest one-day decline 


hies and telephone companies 
led the descent. 

By selling bank and other 
interest-trate-sensitive stocks, 
investors expressed less con- 
fidence that the Federal Re- 
serve would lower interest rates 

at its meeting in 12 daw. 

The Nasdaq, meanwhile, feu 
856 to close at 1 ,053. 17, its 
third straight drop after regis- 
tering a record 1,069.79 on 
Monday. It was the index’s 
biggest drop since Nov. 20. 
Shares of America Online, 
3Com, Amgen and U.S. 
Healthcare suffered the steepest 


since a 5.75-point slide on OcL 

or m 1- X.,. .Xl 


* economic figures show 
an economy slowing down, so 
maybe the profit picture for 
1996 is not so bright,” said 
Alan Newman, a market an- 
alyst at HD. Brous & Co. “If 
profits are lower, whafs tire 
reason to own stocks?” 

Bonds fell and yields rose 
from a two-year, low set Mon- 
day amid concern that the rally, 
would falter without new signs 
that the economy's growth was 
slowing. 

Michael Marzano, a bond fu- 
tures trader at Funat Futures 
USA in Chicago, said it was; 
unclear whether “current eco- 
nomic conditions justify sub-6 
percent bond yields, and that’s] 
what the bond market is 
wrestling with." 

The ’ benchmark 30-year 
bond fell 24/32, pushing its 
yield up five basis points to 6.08 
percent. . V 

After rallying tire past eight 
days, bank shares reheated on 
concern that tire Fed would not 
cut rates. Banks benefit from 
lower rates because they can 
borrow fa less and keep more 
of tire money they take in from 
loans. 

Among financial stocks, 
Citicorp fell 2 V4 to 70, Chem- 
ical B anking slid 2% to 60, 
BankAmerica dropped 2 to 
66*6, and First Fidelity Bancorp 
slid 1% to 77%. 

Shares of Internet-related 
companies fell as Microsoft un- 
veiled a surprise strategy to en- 
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Cinrikd iy Or Staff Frtn Dupncba 

LONDON — Utttewoods 
Organisation PLC, a retailer, 
catalogue company and 

poob operate, said Thnxsday its 

shareholders bad voted 
putting Britain’s largest closely 
held corporation up for sale.. 

At an extraordinary meeting 
the company said, shareholders 
rejected by an “overwhelming 
majority” any sale of the com- 
pany and a resolution that 
would have forced the board of 


ASHedhidiAdds 
Govett Group to 
Investment Fold 


AFX News 

LONDON — Allied 
Irish Banks PLC said 
Thursday it would acquire 
John Govett Group from 
Govett & Co. for £101 mil- 
lion ($152 mflliori). 

It said tire agreement 
was conditional on win- 
ning the support of Govett 
& Co.’s shareholders and 
on regulatory approvals. 

When the transaction is 
completed, Govett & Co. 
. will change its name to 

0 London Pacific Group Ltd. 

1 John Govett Group will 
continue to trade under the 
Govett name. 

Allied Irish will acquire 
Govett Group through a 
new company, John Govett 
Holdings Ltd., in which 
Allied Irish will own a 75 
percent stake on a fully di- 
luted basis. 

The management team 
will have a 20 percent stake, 
and Govett Oriental Invest- 
ment Trust PLC win hold 
the remaining 5 percent 
Allied Irish said it 
planned to integrate Govett 
Group into its investment 
services business to create 
a single asset-management 
operation. . . 

] Govett Group manges 
t £3 billion of assets for In- 
stitutional and retail clients 
and has a staff of 130. 


frntfy-owned concern to 
release financial information to 
any bidder. 

Shareholders have no im- 
mediate intention that the com- 
pany should be sold,” Uttle- 
woods chairman, Leonard van 
Geest, said. ' ■ 

“The board now expects oth- 
er potential offerers to recog- 
nise the wishes of shareholders 
and not prolong the period of 
uncertainty.” 

The vote dealt a rebuff to two 

publicly disclosed bids. This 
week, N. Brown Group PLC 
and Iceland Group PLC joined 
forces in a £1.1 billion ($1.68 
billion) offer for the company, 
and Littiewoods’ ousted chief 
executive, Bany Dale, led a bid 
valued at the same amount in 
August 

Littiewoods had a profit of 
£116 million last year car sales 
of £2.73 billion. 

Based in Liverpool, Littie- 
woods is owned by 32 descen- 
dants of Sir John Moores, who 
founded the company in 1 923 as 
a football-pools business. Lit- 
tiewoods expanded in*n . cata- 
logue shopping in 1932 and into 
city-center retail shops in 1937. 

Mr. Moores died two years 
ago, leaving his children and 
grandchildren the Littiewoods 
Stores Group, littiewoods Pools 
and the Liverpool Football 
Club. 

Since his boardroom 
battles, competition from 
Britain’s national lottery and a 
recession have hit earnings, and 
the company has warned that 
this year's profit would be 
“some way below” last year’s. 

The Moores brothers’ for- 
tune has fallen to about £900 
million fimn 1.7 trillion in 1994, 
according to some estimates. 

Mr. Moores’s sons, John and 
Peter, both in their 60s, and 30 
other family members are 
shareholders in the company 
. that made football pools a big 
business in Britain and Littie- 
woods a household name. 

’ But the family, meeting at the 
company’s headquarters in Liv 
eipooL decided not to open 
their books to potential buyers 
and not to countenance bids for 
parts Of all of tire company. 

• - • • . (Bloomberg. Rotters) 


Hungary Unloads Utilities 


By Alaq Krauss 

Special uihe Herald Tribune . 

BUDAPEST — Hungary 
put its ga£ distribution network 
into corporate hands Thurs- 
day, becoming the first of the 
former Communist countries 
to get completely out of a ma- 
jor utility sector, and sold parts 
of its electricity industry. 

Gy orgy Valyi, managing 
director of Hungary’s State 
Privatization & Holding Co., 
said Gaz de France had bought 
the largest share of the assets 
on offer. It paid $92 million 
for Degaz, an operation that 
serves 364,000 customers in 
southwestern Hungary and 
sells about' 1.1 billion cubic 
meters of gas a year. 

The French company also 
offered $77 million for Egaz, 
which delivers 503 million 
cubic meters of gas annually 
to 140,000 customers in 
northwestern Hungary. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Valyi said, 
a German conso rtium of 
Rnhigas AG and VEW AG 
- planned to pay $52 milli on for 
just over 50 percent of Ddgaz, 
which sells 524 million cubic 
meters of gas a year to 
174,000 customers in south- 
central Hungary. 

Elizabeth McCrary, an an- 
alyst with Cambridge Energy 
Research Associates in Paris, 
said Hungary had gone be- 
yond other former Commu- 
nist countries by selling off 
what had been a regulated 
monopoly utility sector. In re- 
cent years, only Britain Ires 


conducted a comparable sale. 

“This looks a lot like the 
U.K. in 1986, and that’s pretty 
radical in Europe,” Ms. Mc- 
Crary said. 

But she added that Hungary 
was only doing what it had 
found it necessaxy to do. 

“The Hungarian govern- 
ment has a budget deficit,” 
she said. “It had to raise $2 
billion to meet requirements, 


‘The prices reflect 
die real business 
values of these 
companies . 9 


and about the only thing they 
had left to sell was the energy 
sector.” She was referring to 
International Monetary Fund 
requirements. 

“It worked because there 
were buyers.” she said. 
“They’ve done welL” 

In addition, the Hungarian 
privatization agency wifi sell 
stakes of 46 percent to 49 per- 
cent in six regional electricity 
distribution companies to 
Electric) tg de France, Bayern - 
werk and two other German 
utility companies, RWE AG 
and Isar Amperwerke AG. 

“The prices reflect the real 
business values of these com- 
panies,” Mr. Valyi said. 
“They're good prices — what 
we expected. I think it’s the 
most successful tender ever in 
Hungary.” 


Mr. Valyi said an agree- 
ment with another German 
consortium, Bayemwerk/ 
EVN, on the sale of a majority 
stake in the last r emainin g re- 
gional gas distributor, Kogaz 
in the southwest, could be 
reached by Monday. 

The consortium will acquire 
Kogaz for about $67 million 
unless it gets a surprise offer. 

A majority of the eastern 
gas distributor Tigaz was sold 
a week ago to Italgas, a unit of 
Ente Nazionale de Idrocar- 
buri, for $172 million, and the 
Budapest municipal gas com- 
pany wifi go to Ruhrgas for 
about $130 milli on 

Privatization officials also 
announced that a group of Eu- 
ropean utilities would buy 
stakes valued at $1 3 billion in 
six of Hungary's regional 
electricity distributors and 
two power plants. 

Bids were rejected for five 
other power plants, as well as 
for the 24 percent of tbe cen- 
tral power company, known as 
MVM Rl, that was on offer. 

A group led by RWE will 
buy minority stakes in three 
electric companies, including 
the Budapest utility, and an 
800-megawatt coal-fired gen- 
erating plant in Matra, north- 
east of Budapest 

Powerfin SA, a unit of Bel- 
gium’s Tractebel, bought a 
minority share in a second 
power plant 

The privatization agency 
refused to disclose prices on 
the individual deals. Contracts 
are to be signed Friday. 


Fords Posts Rise in 9-Month Profit 


Bloomberg Business News 

UTRECHT, Netherlands — 
Fortis, the Dutch-Belgian fi- 
nancial-services group, stud 
Thursday that its net profit rose 
14 percent to 469 million Eu- 
ropean Currency Units ($609 
mmion) in the first nine 
months, buoyed by higher in- 
come from its hanking and in- 
surance operations. 

Fortis 's Belgian arm, Fortis 
AG, posted a profit increase of 
11 percent, to 831 billion Bel- 
gian francs ($280.7 million), 
while Fortis Amev NV, the 
Dutch part of the company, re- 
ported a rise of 10 percent, to 


518.7 million guilders ($322 
million). 

Fortis said foreign-currency 
translations were tbe reason its 
two parent companies had low- 
er profit growth than die com- 
pany as a whole. 

Stiff, the company said it had 
raised its full-year profit fore- 
cast and now expected net to 
Improve by “at least” 12 per- 
cent in 1995. The company pre- 
viously predicted improved 
profit for the year but without 
giving a figure. 

For tbe third quarter, Fortis 's 
group net profit rose 14 percent, 
to 167 million ECUs. 


That included an operating 
profit of 136.9 million ECUs 
ror die company’s banking 
business, more than double its 
673 billion ECUs of operating 
profit in the third quarter of 
1994. 

Fortis is the biggest insurer in 
the Benelux region, with assets 
totaling more than 110 billion 
ECUs, and is believed to be the 
lOth-largest financial-services 
company in the world. 

Fortis AG’s shares dosed at 
3,480 Belgian francs, down 5, 
in Brussels; Fortis Amev NV’s 
shares closed at 104 guilders, 
down 3, in Amsterdam. 


GEC Profit 
Rises as 
Orders Soar 


LONDON — General Elec- 
tric Co. of Britain said Thursday 
its first-half pretax profit rose 63 
percent ami its order book stood 
at a record high. 

The defense contractor and 
electronics maker said it earned 
£402 million ($619.4 million) 
before taxes through Septem- 
ber. It credited the gain to strong 
telecommunications equipment 
exports and improved profit at 
its office equipment unit 

The news helped push Gen- 
eral Electric shares up 12 pence 
to dose at 314. 

“They're very much on 
track.” said Keith Sykes of 
Credit Lyonnais. “Orders in de- 
fense are coming in surprisingly 
well considering the climate.” 

Genera] Electric said orders 
outstanding rose 15 percent, to 
£13.7 billion, while sales grew 1 
percent, to £4.89 billion. 

Tbe company forecast that its 
company’s most troublesome 
segments, power systems and 
defense electronics, would show 
improved profit over the rest of 
the year. 

General Electric — which is 
unrelated to General Electric Co. 
of the United States — also said 
it had unexpectedly high devel- 
opment costs wi some defense 
electronics contracts and slower 
sales in its power equipment 
business, GEC Alstbom Ltd. 

A 51 percent increase in ex- 
ports of telecommunications 
equipment raised profit at the 
GPT Ltd. unit 15 percent, to £62 
million. Sales rose 7 percent, to 
£464 million. (AP. Bloomberg) 

■ Inquiry at Alcatel 

Alcatel ClT, the telecommu- 
nications-eqiripment unit of Al- 
catel Alsthom, said four of its 
executives had been placed un- 
der formal investigation as part 
of a continuing investigation of 
alleged overbilling, Reuters re- 
ported from Paris. 

A spokesman said the chair- 
man and chief executive, Gfiraid 
Dega; a bond member, Claude 
Toumier. and two unidentified 
executives had been told they 
were being investigated. The in- 
quiry already has led to the brief 
detention of Alcatel CIT's for- 
mer chairman. Pierre Giticbet, 
and the departure of Pierre Suaid 
as Alcatel Aistbom’s chairman. 



Fmriklurt 

2300 Jj- 

" ' .toridteii - 1 
• FTSE 1<3G feiriex •• •• 

- - 3700 — 

Paris 

JAiCNlQ 

2000 - 

195 Wt — --• 

1900i™-Vr — -t. - 

2250 


W ■ 

■ 2150 1 — - H 

■ aJrx- s-i 

1995 

SSfW : ;; 

P-- 3400 — 

n 

1800- --W-J- ' 

m j'A'so li b 

1995 

.. Ak.> • 

- C30S© .. V'-fCKanaa 
• 4dt&3 • -1.03 

3 N D 3300 J A 
1995 

:-eo6. i: v ; : * 

SOND . 

: ;.Ctoae 
; mM . 

.awefe - , - : 

Stock Bedwnge 

; ' 8,t2SJ94 

6^53- '+QS2 

Fbiilc&irt ;; 

OAX 

• •mil 

'.■■■SgffztB . . rffcis ; 

‘ Copertragew.^ "StodcMoWI- •• 

36751 

, 365.7^ .-rfMS" 

UaLxaU 

H“X.€?^et8t • " 

,. .1^44 

. -oj5z 



. 40*73 

-402.18 ' +0.63 •. 


1 Fjtegw T:* 1 ? 

" WB3&JS0. 

' 3^2-BO >0 .64 



t 

".314.95:..- -058 


w ;r-y- 

8^57.00 

.. +0.75 



'-■-IM# 

<W8' 




■ -0,46 

:vwm \ •. 

'AFX 

9B6M ' 

94832. .. c+r.ei 

y 2eB%&: 



,2.40*25. -0 88 


Source: Tetekurs 


Internal ioiul Herald Tribune 


Very briefly: 


* Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi said the Italian government 
earned 6.3 trillion lire ($3.95 billion) from the sale of 1 5 percent of 
tbe energy company. 

* Italy's trade surplus widened 1 9 percent, to 31 .95 trillion lire, in 
the first nine months of the year. 

* Greenalls Group PLC's pretax profit rose 18 percent in its 
latest year, to £100.5 million ($154.8 million), as the independent 
pub operator benefited from a renegotiation of beer contracts; 
sales rose 6 percent, to £765.9 million. 

* Compass Group PLC is holding talks to sell its health-care 
unit; it declined to disclose its asking price but said estimates of 
£175 million to £200 milli on were not “out of the ballpark.” 

* Trygg-Hansa AB, a Swedish insurance company, plans to 
restructure by combining insurance, saving and financing op- 
erations into one group. 

* Bremer Viilkan Verbund AG's former chief executive, 
Friedrich Hennemann. is under investigation for allegedly mis- 
leading shareholders about the financial condition of the un- 
profitable German shipbuilder. 

* The European Union’s unemployment rate stood at 10.6 
percent in October, unchanged from September and down from 1 1 
percent a year earlier. 

* Merck KGaA's net profit rose 48 percent, to 273 million 
Deutsche marks ($ 1 89 million) in the first nine months of the year, 
as sales rose to 4.7 billion DM from 4.2 billion DM. The company 
expects net profit for the year to be “sharply higher” than the 3 18 
million DM it earned last year. 

* Norway's gross domestic product excluding offshore oil and 
gas revenue rose 1.1 percent in the third quarter from the second 
quarter and 2.7 percent year-on-year. 

" ZPS Zlin AS of the Czech Republic launched a 1 billion koruna 
($37.6 million) joint venture with Okuma Corp. of Japan to 
produce machine-tool units for the U.S. market 

AFP. AFX. Bloomberg 
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Dec 95 13696 X32M 133 —0419625,703 
MarfS 24496 340% 14094— 041% 94,700 
Mayts 14596 142 142 — 041 Vi 56,710 

Jut 96 241 '4 13796 138 — 04196 SI ,969 

Sep 96 1MV> 2.9*94 197 — UMVilU«2 
EM. sales HA. Wed's, sales 64,774 
Wecfiapenlrtt 482,189 u> 1973 

SOYBEAN IMEAL (CBOT) 

100 ton*- dewn par tan 

Dec 95 221 JO 219 JM 219J0 —2.10 5485 
JontS w i*t« iw» —2.10 31558 
Mtr 96 22*70 22230 223-50 —100 41 JOS 
Mov96 22520 322j00 22230 — 2-lffl 11J27 
-8)1 96 224J0 221 JO 2BM —1.90 10J17 

Aug 96 221 -S3 220150 220 JO —1-50 1332 
Est. sales ILA. Wed's, sales 36339 
Wed's open Ini 11X70 up 478 

SOYBEAN OIL I 


Hrf 1 la* Hew Oigp Opirt 

ORANGE JUCE (NCTN) 
1M00RM.-oamsparto. 

Jem 96 127 JO 126J0 12640 -075 17,768 

Mar 96 130.15 12940 12945 —070 5.910 

May 96 132L70 12240 131.95 -OJO 1489 

JUI96 13100 13440 13435 — 0J5 460 

Est. sues MA. wed’s, sales 1J85 
Wed* s open W 27J33 up 79 


6¥b 

2314 ■ 239i — 119k 
43V. *R6 — I 

1346 1»Vu —Vlt 
*3 1 A 4414 +J6 

2214 23 +14 

1996 19V|t +16 


Dow Jones Bond 


ml — - 

in m anes . 

10 industrial 


K5L02 

101J9 

10035 


a* 

— 0.12 
— 007 
-0.18 


TWAn 

Edweay 

EN5CO 


ChaySort 

XCLLM 


VaL 
32534 461k 
12792 Yn 
9311 

8379 10% 
82*0 13 
7951 10% 
6479 19% 
5377 22% 
5361 26 
5336 W, 


KBOT) 
•rlOOBH. 

24J8 2492 

2493 2499 

25JU 2533 

25.88 2590 

2597 2597 

__ Wed's. sUes 

HWi Low Lad Che. Wed's open fro 84428 off 48 


□EC 95 25-18 
Jan 96 2532 
Mar 96 2545 

MOV 9* 2597 
JU196 26.18 

Aug 96 26.10 


-026 1,913 
—025 30934 
—026 25J30 
—022 11,188 
-020 9,135 
—018 xim 

17405 


4516 4614 

2* 3* 

10% 10% 

1196 1214 

1044 1094 

189k 1946 

21 2246 

25% 26 

46 46 


+46 
+216 
+ 16 


Trading Activity 
NYSE 


SOYBEANS (CBOT) 

MOO bu mmfcnum- doBara pw DuHwl 
Jon 96 ISSVh 698% 699V4 —0.06 'A 79 41 2 
Mr 96 7.16 7J8 7JS%-SU05%52,129 

May 96 7.1896 7.10 7.11 -0064615.982 

JUI96 7.1896 7.1096 7.11 —0J6V> 2X132 
Aug 96 7.14 7J7 JSB -007 1495 

EeL soles TLA. Wed’S, sates 5X142 
Wed’s open Int 190J3B up 1231 

WHEAT (CBOT) 

MOD bu enMnnum> doBart per buihei 


X3S9 

56387 

14467 

21,067 

4310 

3319 

10.127 


8484 

2360 

16325 

412 

2360 

1.920 

284 

1,736 

179 



Advanced 

Declined 


1 

s a i 

111 n% 1 JJ 6 
St if* 



ToMkoia 
N e ivl ll ghs 
■New Lows 

' AMEX 


Advanced 


Uncnangod 
Total Issues 
New Highs 
New Laws 


874 1277 

1561 1098 

666 745 

3101 3120 

154 330 

23 21 


264 265 

319 318 

220 237 

na 820 

71 30 

15 16 


Nasdaq 


FrtV. 

Doc 95 

572 

iW 

i!6 

+0U08M 7002 

SfiB391 

Qw 

MOT 96 

ill 

iJIS 

i04 

+005 57313 




May 94 

4JS 

4jS 

468% +M 2% 4363 




.turn 

430 

437 

43B 

+032% 2X1 20 

Unchonoad 


1739 

Est sates NA Wecrs-sates 

2X634 

5307 

*S2 

Wad’S opotH 

99,933 

up 1875 

Now Highs 








NawLows 








Market Sates 





Livestock 



Today 

Prev. 

CATTLE (CMER) 





gpt. 

40000 cart* 

■wax. 



NYSE 

Amen 

Nasdaq 

379-27 

4IA30 

Dec 95 

67 JO 

6732 

6737 

+022 11333 

39^1 

Fob 96 

68.12 

67 AS 

4L10 

—CUB 31407 

446-61 

567.67 

Apr 96 

4830 

67A5 

68.17 

+005 15,970 

Junto 

6X75 

6X35 

6X72 

+002 7334 

Marians. 



Aogto 

007 

61 JO 

on? 

+O10 XA50 




0(796 

4X87 

4235 

085 

2311 


Metals 

GOLD (NCMX) 

MO Irwin- dollars per tw n*. 

Doc 95 39050 38800 389 DO +O10 

Jan 9* MM +020 

Feb 96 39X40 389.10 39BJ50 

Apr 96 moo 391 JO 39X50 +020 

JUH96 396.50 3E3J0 39450 

AUP 96 398JU 39000 39633 —0.10 

Od 96 399 JW 398-00 39BJ0 —0.10 

Dec 96 401 JHJ 401J0 401 JD -020 

Ed. sales NA Wed’s.sdes 37A49 
Wed's open tnt 141J50 up 2301 

H GRADE COPPBt INCMX) 

2M00 Oil- ceres ner 

Dec 95 134J0 130J0 13180 +345 

Jon 96 12B.50 12640 12745 +X80 

Mar 96 12250 11930 12145 +260 

Apr 96 118.95 11X50 12015 +240 

MOV 96 119.50 117.38 11845 +220 

Jul 96 11640 11540 11645 +X10 

Aug 96 11075 +105 

Sep 96 11450 114X0 11445 +140 

Od96 11425 +1J5 

Est. sales TLA. Wed's, sales I4jai 
Wed's open lit 38J40 up 1250 

5B.VBKNCMX) 

MBD travel-- cams nor havoc. 

Doc 95 5228 5105 519.9 -06 640 

Jot 96 5194 5194 521 J —24 

Feb 96 5207 —07 

Mar 96 5300 SOLO 527J -28 60,174 

May 96 533.5 5274 5317 -07 10J»4 

Juf 96 5300 5310 5300 -07 0813 

Sep 96 5404 -06 

Dec 96 5400 5400 5474 —24 

Est. sales PLA. Wed's, so** 10416 
Wed's open ini 94408 off 1526 

PLATINUM (NMER) 

SDlravab* Uan pernv at. 

Jan 96 (1540 41X60 414.10 -0.10 16,117 

Apr 96 41080 41100 41470 4,139 

Jul96 41060 +030 1406 

Oct 96 419JD (1050 41840 +030 950 

Jan 97 41940 +030 

Est. sates NA wed's, sales 1,962 
Wed's open Irvr 23417 up 688 

□use Pmfoas 

LONDON METALS CLME) 

Doflnra per metric ton 


lb+ Ora* Oige Opirt 

ITAUAN GOVERNMENT BOND OJFPE] 

ITL200 mHJar - pa at 100 pa 

Mar 96 10015 10SJ9 105.74 —046 48300 

Jim 96 N.T. N.T. N.T, - NJL 721 

EsL sales: 30748. Prev. sales; 60211 

Piev. opMbiL: 49,021 up 4055 

10-YEAR FRENCH GOV. BONDS CMAT1F) 

FFSOMM-plsof ICOpct 

Dec 95 12aia 119J0 120.12 -aio 

Mi»96 11930 U9JM 11934 — 020 

Jim 96 119.74 11932 11944 — 014 

Sep 96 N.T. N.T. 11844 - 020 

Eetsrtee: 233300 

Piev.opeatotj 126080 

EURODOLLARS (CMER) 

SI inlEan-ptE of 100 act. 

Dec 95 94370 94340 94350 -30 298316 

Jan 96 vum 94430 94440 —20 16436 

Fell 96 94590 94540 94560 -40 5404 

Mar 96 94700 94420 94650 —50 44741 B 

Jun96 94840 94770 94800 — » 239J14 

5ep96 94830 94760 94800 —Si 717,145 

Dec 96 94720 94650 94680 -50 215342 

Mar 97 94300 94420 94AS0 —50 1S369 

Est. sales NA wed’s, sales 482AS3 
Wed’s open W 2321352 up 23675 
BRITISH POUND (CMBU 
f per pound- 1 oolnt muds moan 
Dec 95 14430 14304 14328 -98 44041 

Mar 96 T4366 14276 14306 —98 5439 

Jun96 1.276 —98 18 

Sep 96 14246 -98 6 

es. sales NLA. Wed's, uses 7474 
Wed's open int 5X904 up 483 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER] 
t per Hr- 1 cow Muds 100801 


3330 

3X1 

3X2 

-23 

3X814 

3322 

3297 

3298 

-24 

6.289 

3314 

3295 

3291 

—24 

1-412 



3281 

—24 

569 


Estsdes NA. Wed's. scries 4381 
wed's ooenkd 42447 off 363 

GERMAN AAARX (CMBU 
S per mart;- 1 point ecuou S0.0001 
Dec 95 


.6957 

-4908 

3911 

—24 

40963 

-6986 

■4930 

AMI 

-to 

12696 

3010 

6978 

6970 

—25 

917 



6999 

—24 

1373 


Dividends 


Ed. sates 1X157 Wed's, sates 16.11S 
Wetfsooenlnt 7X786 up 1368 


(High Grade] 

SpOl 1MU4 1642% 1636.00 163730 

Forand 167830 167930 167430 167530 


Coapanr 


Per Amt' Roc Par. Cmapsenr 


Per Aaet Rec Pay 


IRRESULAR 


Asset Invest 
CUdburySchwDE 
Omu ne rcM BMi 
GJassmaaterCO 
NewSouAfrlca Fd 
stratiai SmCoYW 


- 39 12-18 12*29 

-43906 12-14 12-15 
_ .W 12-27 VIS 

..JO M MB 
_ 48 12-29 M2 

_ 36 12*14 12-22 


STOCK 


AcctoCorp 
FwcJ msmtns 
Strategic DitertB 


. »« 0*18 1-2 

- 28* 1-25 2-22 

- .2% 12-18 72-29 



STOCK SPLIT 
Amer Maori Svst 3 lor 2 ssllt 
Nod Reoffy LP 3 lor 1 spltt 
Orthodontic Ora 2 tori split 


AHeg&emr Power 
Qmodfcm ImpBk 
Chrysler Corp 
Karaites lac 
Onhanarp lac 
PfcrT Imparts 


INCREASED 

a 


42 12-18 12-29 
M 1?2 1-29 
40 Q-IS H2 

33 32 325 

JO 12*19 14 ■ 

34 M2 2-26 


3 

AU 

2“ $ 
JS ^ 

*£ \ 
n% ijw 

r* % 

St St 

as 

13 I7B 

I’ 56 


INITIAL 


Houston Indsn 
Tednotanr Resn n 


375 2-16 
36 12-29 


‘ 33 

Mi 


LIQUIDATING 

Botvwi ST IncTr * _ 395 12*11 12-22 

SPECIAL 

AtetertfrSOQWOff . .15 n-M 12-29 

Prankfln Unlv _ 3c 12-15 12-H 

RE9ULAR 

AcetaCorv 4 

awhhlm 
CP aine 

Ctatews&steers Rft 
Caitgroup Pptva 
PFB5 Bancorp 
Fnnklln Unlv 
Find tnstlttns 

r iexncti inos 

Generut Pub Util 
ttatteros tnaj Sec 
tWnwUi Pome 
Heritage us Gov 
mb 1 a inc 
Piedmont Nat Gas 
Ptenum Publish 
StonmusA 
Yankee Energy 
8 -oaynMcln Conan* 
on funds 

a anu i w l ; g iHnrntt e hi Cot s nri ae ftmdw m- 

naanrivi e wtely ; » u un) o ms oi 



(CATTLE (CMER) 

50300 lbs.- cants peril. 

Jan 96 6543 6530 6S37 -JUS 4434 

Mar 96 6345 6X15 6347 +0.10 4359 

Apr 96 6X97 6245 6X90 + 0-13 1,790 

May 96 6X67 6X15 6X67 +QJ0 1309 

Aug 96 51» AS fiS +0.12 1381 

Sep 96 tW 6335 6X40 +0.18 160 

ESL sides %m Wed’S, sales 2,111 
Wod*l(5Pen W 1%042 up 758 

HOGS (CMOO 

4B400 ibl- etnts perb 

Dec 95 4737 4645 47.17 +045 3460 

Feb 96 5X45 ASM 5047 +0W5 153B2 

APT 96 50.15 4948 5 030 +0JD 7 JDS 

Jun96 55.15 5442 55.12 +045 4302 

JUt 96 5440 5330 5442 +040 2312 

Aua 96 5330 5155 5X97 +X17 1399 

Est. sales 7,151 Wevfv soles 10320 
WBifSapenbtf 35359 up 789 

PORK BELLIES (CMER) 

40300 1st. -cams per b. 

Feb 96 59-77 5840 5942 +035 5350 

MorH STM 5870 5977 +040 948 

May 96 6035 5930 6X82 +037 437 

Mfi 6135 SOS 61.92 +1^ 503 

Aug 96 5730 5840 5930 +13S 166 

EsL safes 2347 Wed's, soles 2326 

wed's open w 730* o« m 


Jun96 
Sep 96 

Est. sales NA. wed's, setes 31496 
Wed's open int 75349 off 2572 

JAPANESE YEN (CMER) 

[per van- 1 poH equal 1 QJU 0001 
Dec 95 309902 309853 309865 —22 47,841 
Mar M 310035 309995 310000 -20 71,923 
JOT 96 310126 —IB 612 

Est. sales HA. wed's, sates 10473 
Wed’s open M 70321 off 471 

SWISS FRANC (CMER) 

S per franc- 1 paint eauati S04001 
Dec 95 3593 3535 3538 —35 

Mcr 94 3667 3610 3612 —35 

JOT 96 3733 3690 3683 —35 

F*i*. sales NA. Wed's, sates 12366 
Wed's open int 47328 up 941 
3-MONTH STERLING CUFFE1 




Uw 

Cfa N> 

a*, 

Oped 

Mor 97 

78-50 

7850 

7835 

-018 

771 

Est. sides NA Wed's, sales 

7634 


Wed’s open im 

5X893 

up 13 


HEATING OB. (NMER; 




ajoao DHL amh par od 




JOT 96 

5565 

5460 

5530 

-DAS 486S4 

Feb 96 

5435 

5465 

5435 

-039 34,799 

Mtrto 

5X10 

5250 

5265 

-009 

15323 

Apr 94 

5090 

5055 

5055 

-Ml 

5607 

May 94 

4935 

4095 

4095 

-an 

4.165 

Jot 94 

4830 

4060 

•SL60 

*009 

8635 

All 96 

4055 

4040 

4855 

*014 

4396 

AUD96 

48.90 

4865 

4090 

-aw 


Sep to 

4960 

4930 

4930 

-004 

1.923 

oato 

5030 

49.90 

49.90 

*004 

1325 

Est. scries 43680 Wed's, sola 

4X303 

wed's open W 

134647 

up 3261 


LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (NMER] 


1 600 BOU- Honors per BOl 




Jen 96 

1088 

18-43 

1071 

-006 84,956 

Feb 94 

1863 

1028 

1034 

—003 54345 

Mar 96 

1024 

ion 

1013 


33641 

Apr « 

1O00 

1752 

1738 

-062 

18500 

May 96 

1730 

1739 

1760 

-Ml 

10,744 

Junto 

1737 

1768 

1768 

-CL01 

2X323 

Julto 

1764 

1756 

1757 

— OD1 

1X124 

Aug 96 

1758 

1754 

1755 

-004 

8368 

Sep 94 

1751 

1762 

17-42 

-OJfl 

8684 

Od'to 

1738 

1738 

17Jfl 


6,179 

NOVto 

1732 

1730 

1731 

-061 

6,840 

Dec 94 

1734 

1738 

1738 

♦ OUI 

17576 

Jot 97 

1737 

1737 

1737 

f Ptt3 

7,175 

Est. scries 74315 Wed's, sates 

87,711 

WBcfs open int 

347,700 

up 10347 


NATURAL GA5 (NMER) 



1D600 mm Mu' I. S ner nvn bw 



JOT 9* 

2380 

2.160 

2315 

re-B 

42333 

Feb 94 

MOO 

2630 

2088 

-24 

24663 

Mor 96 

1.945 

1.91 S 

1.940 

+ 10 

18685 

Apr 94 

1610 

1.780 

1600 

-15 

13380 

May 96 

1345 

1.740 

1355 

+ 10 

10543 

Junto 

1340 

1340 

1352 

+9 

4694 

Jut 94 

1355 

1.745 

1345 

+ 2 

5.431 

AuB 96 

1340 

1.742 

1345 

+ 2 

4,138 

Sep to 

1.740 

1345 

1344 


5,138 

Oct 96 

1.785 

1370 

1.770 

+ 1 

4626 

NOVto 

1655 

1642 

1655 

-15 

2,922 

Est. scries 4IAN Wed’s, sales 

55585 

Wed's open ini 

142645 

up 4593 


UNLEADED GASOLINE (NMER) 


«X00O oal- OTTli per Bid 




JOtl 96 

5430 

5X40 

54.06 

-017 34,984 

Feb 94 

5X75 

5535 

5X49 

-OIB 

19.187 

Mar 96 

5350 

5X10 

5339 

-064 

8.965 

Apr 96 

5565 

5045 

5567 

-067 

5642 

May 96 

5550 

5530 

5552 

-002 

3,992 

Junto 

54.95 

54.95 

54.92 

-0JE 

2.185 


36,757 

9,997 

539 


pnagga - wsai rno ^a 


^OTd 

McM 


73716 

72530 


73816 

72630 


74816 

72530 


Til 


810000 811X00 796530 
822030 B22530 609030 


Spot 631030 632030 625030 
fSwhJ 632530 633530 628530 
Ztec (Special HMGrnM) 

“ ' 101430 101530 101316 

103816 103930 103830 
HMi Low Close Qtge 




7421* 

72630 

797530 

610030 

<36000 

629530 

101416 

103930 

Oalrri 


Food 



Stock Tabtft* Exptebnod 

Series fioum ore unofficial. Yearly Mans and laws renter the pnvteuf S2 wwrtw 
pftBttw CDrrettfimtibM not ma latest trodliw day. When a split or stock dfvMend 
amounting lo 25 percent or mare has been paid, the year's mpMow rang* and 
divkJend ora shown for the new stock* only. Unlaes otherwise noted, rate* of dM- 

(tends are anfwai disbursement? based on Ihe latest declaration. 

ixw* stock dividend, c— 

llqutdalbyillvMendcM— aritoad— new yearly tow.?- dividend declared or paid 
jn prececgna 1 2 rnan ths.f — qiwtirt rate, increased an last declaration. ■— dividend 
bi Canadian funds, subled to U% non-residence tax, l — dividend declared attar 
spfH-up or stock dividend. 1 — rivldend paid tote war, emitted, deterraXonwocfton 
taken at latest dlvtdend meeting, k- dividend dectoradorpdMmte^^MKU- 
nxdatlv* Issue wllb dividends In arrears. » —new issue ln^ toe w5Sw*#fcxTM 
high-low range begins with tbe start of trwftw. nd— next day deflv«Y.P-MHtoI 
dividend- P/E - price-earnings ratio, r - dividend deciaredpr W WlnPrtcedinfi 12 

’EltwufwimBK 


Q0CDA (NC5E) 
10 n wide tens- % ~ 
D8C 95 13M 


pot ton 
1302 

1303 

+ 1 

344 

1305 

1307 

tl 

38687 

1325 

1327 

+2 

12.982 

133 

1348 

+ 3 

5670 

1340 

1349 

+2 

9653 


WbcfsOPenim 77*395 off 63 
COFFEE C(NCSE) 

WHO +1*90 <20 

MVH loS 1 KL 75 10 X 55 +145 19338 
MotM imJO 10075 10230 +U 0 3491 
jJm 1 «J 5 10025 10230 +130 13«4 
^series S 3 W WtoTisalte 8447 
Wed’s open int 25344 up 262 

SUGAR-WORLD n (NCSE) 

51 SfS* C |l 3 “ , uS 1124 —036 86437 
MOV 96 10.99 IJ 3 1030 -tun 24390 

Um 1044 1037 1 X 39 1 X 368 

Od» ia» wS 10 L£ +OJg,lW 65 

Ed. sales 9.714 Wed's, sales 16309 
Wed's open w 158393 up 42 


Rnancial 

US T. BILLS (CMER) 
si mBBon- M afloo ML 

MOT96 95.12 9535 9537 -335 8490 

Jun96 9535 9530 9423 -034 1442 

Sj»95 9534 -032 26 

EsLsrics NA Wed's, sates 3342 

Wad's open Int U166 off 494 

SYR. TREASURY (CBOT) 

1100400 prin* pis l. 3NHS of 100 no 
Dec 95 109-1 IS 109-11 109-13— 065 60.784 
MtrH 109-24 109-145109-175 - 07 10X264 
Jun96 109-11 109-08 109-105- 075 2435 
Estwfes NA Wecfik scries 66423 
Wed's open irt 167463 Off 2900 

10 YR. TREASURY (CBOn 

§164400 prfn- pts& 32mbai too pci 
OK 95 113-21 113-07 113-10 - 12 63475 
MCT96113-29 113-13 113-17 — 11 185316 
Jun 96113-06 112-27 112-29 - 12 13411 
EsL scries NA Wed’s, sates 133423 
Wed's open Int 262439 up 7949 

US TREASURY BONDS (CBQT) 

ftDCMIHLOOO-PK A 13Mb Of TOO Mil 
Dec 95 120-29 120-02 120-07 — 16 10X437 
Mot 96120-22 119-26 120-00 - 15 33X404 
Ate 96120-07 11M4 119-18— 15 14.739 
96J19-21 119-00 119-02 — 14 1440 
Est. series NA Wed's, sales 477432 
WteTs open kit 45X102 up 8605 

LONG WLT (UFPE1 

KsMao -Ms&JtodS criloopd 

DK 95 111-11 11028 11131 -0-17 37471 

Mor 96 110-30 110-11 110-16 -0-1 B 11X073 

Jun 96 N.T, N.T. 109-30 - 0-1B 1 

EP-sofeK 61478. Pint. sales: 118460 

Ptev.apenUj 149445 up uu 

GERMAN GOVERNMENT BUND (UFFE) 

assaauMO-Bfconoqpo 

Mor »6 9948 9BJ» 98J1 — 0J8 189422 

Jun 96 98.40 98.10 98.12 -048 161 

Ed-Hriw* 13029. Prev. sates 193473 

Pm*, open hiu 2M.112 up 7S«3 


Doc « .. 

Mar 96 9X87 9381 

Jun 96 9199 9192 

Sep 96 93.98 9X91 

Dec 96 9X85 9X78 

Mar 97 9348 9X62 

Jun 97 9346 9340 

Sep 97 93JJ 9321 

Dec 97 910B 9102 

Mor 98 9X86 9283 

Jan 9B 9X65 9262 

Sep 98 9249 9X45 

Est. sates 55,106. Prev. soles 51427 
Pm. open inL 3974D9 up 941 

34*0 NTH EURO MARK (LIFFE) 

DM1 maion ■ pts oflOO pd 
DOC 95 9607 9605 9607 + MI 

Mor 96 9634 9632 


9334 — nlW 
9X84 -1103 
9195 -B-ftJ 
9X94 -0A5 

9X80 — 00+ 
9164 -M5 
9343 — 0J15 
9X24 — 0J>* 
9X05 — 0.05 

9335 — MS 
9X64 — 0 ns 
9246 -005 


75497 

90665 

6X245 


30488 

30719 

24656 

16370 

9387 

5361 

aJtrt 

2493 


N.T. 

N.T. 

15350 

— 035 

964 

N.T. 

N.T. 

15435 

-025 

320 

N.T. 

N.T. 

15535 

— 0J3 

19? 

N.J. 

N.T. 

15635 

— (L25 

~ 


Jun 96 96.41 
Sep 96 9636 
Dee 96 9630 
Mot 97 9630 
Jun 97 95.74 
Sep 97 9545 
DSC 97 95.11 
Mot 98 9431 
Jon 98 9433 
&6p 98 9437 


9633 -Ml 

9636 9638 -003 

P6J0 9633 -M3 
9613 9615 — 085 

9692 9693 —007 

9564 95.64 -OlO 

9533 9534 -0.11 
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Is inene onyone you know wfio shores your international outlook and interest 
in world affairs? 

Thai whot better gift could you send there than 365 days (6 days a week] 
cf the International Herald Tribune's unique coverage of global events? 

Thanks to our powerful news-gathering network, we offer an unrivalled 
perspective an rntemationaJ affairs, opinions, trends and influences. 

As a bonus wo ore offering 1HT in a special seasonal pcelmge. at the rales 
outiinod m the following table. And. if you ore on enisling subscriber you wiU 
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TRADE NASDAQ STOCKS 
FOR $35 COMMISSION. 


JB OXFORD & CO. established 1983 Is a leading discount broker 
handling in excess of 10,000 trades per day. Through our 
Representative Offices in Switzerland investors can now buy or sell 
NASDAQ stocks for $35 commission. Call for further details. 
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IFEXCO SJL 

FOREX BROKERS 

THE RELIABLE PARTNER 


GENERAL! 

24/24 DEALERS: 
FAX: 


41 22/849 74 II 
41 22/849 7445 
41 22/700 19 13 


SEE NBC Superchannel Text Pages: 355 and 356 

THE BEST SERVICE 24 HOURS A DAY 
International Foreign Exchange Corporation SJL 
86 Bis Route de Fron tones 
1208 GENEVA - Switzerland 


YOU ARE CONCERNED BY 

CURRENCIES, CXIMMOWTIES, STOCK INDEXES 
AND BONDS FLUCTUATIONS 
YOU ARE LOOKING FOR 
A PROFESSIONAL ADVISOR 
AND/OR A PORTFOLIO MANAGER 

WE OFFER YOU 

OUR MARKET ANALYSIS SERVICES 
(FOR 500 US DOLLARS A YEAR) 

AND /OR OUR PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
< 50,000 US DOLLARS MINIMUM INVESTMENT) 

ASK DOCUMENTATION FREE OF CHARGE 
IN FRENCH AND OR IN ENGLISH TO: 

GOLD HILL SERVICES SA ! 

PORTFOLIO MANAGERS AND BROKERS SINCE 1982 | 

MEMBER OF THE NEW YORK FUTURES EXCHANGE j 

RUE DE BOURG «, 1003 LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND j 

TEL (4UI) 320 58 31/FAX (41.21.) 320 58 35 


THIS rtNtfflflNCCAgWT IS M nTHCT AW OTTEK TO SELL 

OK CoiSwOn^THEOTTEf I^MAKOWVY tSt SSsU 


ZFX LIMITED (UK) 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE TRADING & SPECULATION 
MINIMUM ONLY SSOOO 

MARGIN FROM 1% GUARANTEED STOP-LOSSES 
NO MARGIN CALLS S25 ROUND-TURN 
ZERO COMMISSION/COSTS ON DISCRETIONARY 
Tab (44) 161 4766001 (24 tus) Fax: (44) 101 47*5005 
E-Mai Grant $MoYeat*J3wnan.Ca UK 


FOREX CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 

OFFERING THE FINEST IN CURRENCY ORDER 
EXECUTION, RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT. 
TO RECEIVE OUR COMPLIMENTARY SERVICES 
GUIDE AND LATEST RESEARCH REPORTS 
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AROUND THE WORLD AROUND THE CLOCK 

FOREX CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 

EXCELLENCE IN CONFIDENTIAL TRADING SERVICES 
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HERALD SECURITIES AG 

Your Futures & Options Trading Partner 


A comprehensive service to IB's and Private Clients; major 
market coverage, competafive commissions, market news, 
information and chairing. Extensive back office facilities. 

Chamerctrasse 14, P.O. Box 4818, CH-6304 Zvg, Switzerland 
TeL: +41 42-22 36 78 Fane +41 42-22 2700 



25 year old futures and securities firm will 
teach you every aspect of the financial 
services industry. We supply training, 
materials, and support. No experience r , 
necessary. Capital required. * 

Call Jeffrey Fox (USA) at 1 312-341-7415 
or fax (USA) at 1 312-341-7074 
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SURGE TRADING S.A. 


tad^ FOREX & FUTURES BROKERS 
NET WORTH CHF3.000.000 


21 -23 Rue du Clos, CH-1 21 1 GENEVA 6 
Tei.: (41 j 22-700 2051 Fox; (41 ) 22-700 2061. 
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Tokai Bant Will Take Over 


mon 


FT - . # - • • . . . ’ 

12-Month Total Rfoes. to 8 Bank Collapses 


Henderson Land Stirs 
Shareholder Concern 
With New-Stock Sale 


-—Japan took action to tiwwr tbe 


plan supported by financial authorities 

Osaka Shinyo Kumiai, the credit union, had' 
loans totaling 150 billion yen 
(SI .48 billion), most of them related to Japan's 
property .slump, accenting to YosfaSnak 
JTishunura, head of the banking bureau at the 
finance Minister. 

Tokai, one erf Japan’s 1 1 largest cotmnercial 
banks, will absorb the more than 300 billion yen 
of deposits at .Osaka Shinyo Kimiai as well as 
the credit union’s recoverable loans, according 
to officials at the Osaka Prefecture and fee 
Ministry of. Finance. 

The credit union’s delinquent loans will be 
turaedover to Tokyo Kyodo Bank, winch was set 
up in March to take over two failed Tokyo credit 
cooperatives. • 

Since last December, eight Japanese financial 
institutions have- faded under the wtfgfit of 
loons left from speculative real-estate lending in 
the ^1 980s. Among the eight were Hyogo Bank and 
Kizu Credit Cooperative, both hasad m O saka. ' 

“Wp flnnfnaiT# tn tha nun), 1 


because we have yet to finish cleapm&jro.the 
Kizu collapse,** said Isamu Yamada, governor 
erf Osaka Prefecture. . 

The finance Ministry said the takeover was 


designed to protect depositors at the credit union 
and avoid concern about the credibility of the 
regional financial system. 

“We believe that there will be no further 
financial failures that will affect the national 
fi nancial system and would like to ensure there 
will be none,*’ Mr. Nishimura said 

He added that Japan’s Deposit Insurance 
Corp., which asures deposits with funds pro- 
vided by comnNHcial banks, was likely to pro- 
vide 70 Union yen to fund the plan. 

That meant takeover plan still needed more 
than. 80. billion yen. The official did not say 
where the funds would come from, but he said 
the finance. Ministry was asking the Osaka pre- 

Tbe tJceovex win cosT?akan0.7 billion yen 
over three years, he said. Tokai bad an operating 
profit of 146 billion yen in its test financial year. 

Problem loans at Japan's hanicrng institutions 
ateoffidally estimated at about 37 tnUion yea, of 
■winch about 18 trillion yen are considered un- 
collectable. (Some private estimates put the totals 
much higher. 

. News of the takeover did not hurt the Tokyo 
stock market, which has been strong lately. The 
Nikkei stock average rose 344.46 points Thurs- 
day, to finish at 19,412.32, bringing its advance 
to 3 percent so far this week. Analysts said one 
reason for the rise was a marke t perception that 
Japan is dealing with the problems in its banking 
system. ( Bloomberg, Reuters) 
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Keeps It On 

Reuters 

BEIJING — China’s top 
shirtmaker said Thureday that he 
could cope with tariff cots that 
will slash prices of thousands of 
imported goods Jan. 1 but 
waned that local makers of for- 
eign brands would be hard hit 
Niu Xizhi, director of Bei- 
jing Dahna, a state-owned con- 
cern that has been making shirts 
far the nation’s leaders since 
the 1950s, said that in the longer 
term C hina must develop its 
own brand names to compete in 
die world market 
President Jiang Zemin an- 
nounced last month that in 1996 
China would cut tariffs of 33.9 
percent on 4,000 items to about 
22 percent. The news sounded 
alarm bells in boardrooms of 
many Chinese companies. 


Bloomberg Business News 

HONG KONG — Lee 
Shau Kee,.the chairman of 
Henderson Land Develop- 
ment Co. and one of Hong 
Kong’s richest men, has just 
Sent a message to his share- 
holders: Sell. 

With shares in die property 
company up 25 percent this 
year, Mr. Lee decided it was 
time to sell 22 billion Hong 
Kong dollars ($284.4 mil- 
lion) of new stock. To many 
analysts, the sale Wednesday 
suggested that Henderson ex- 
ecutives think the company ’s 
share price has peaked. 

“Lee Shan Kee wouldn’t 
sell cheap,” said Anthony 
Yeung, the chief investment 
officer of Oriental Investors. 
“This will dampen in- 
vestors’ confidence.” 

Henderson Land's share 
price has fallen 2 dollars, or 4 
percent, to 46.10 dollars in the 
past two days, helping to pull 
the benchmark Hang Seng In- 
dex down 1 percent. The index 
fell 34.91 points, to 9,863.98, 
on Thursday. 

The share sale itself was 
well received: The company 
sold almost 5 million more 
shares than h had planned to 
because of brisk demand from 
investors in Hong Kong, Eu- 
rope and the United States, 
bankers and brokers said. 

But the timing of the share 
sale raised questions about 
Mr. Lee's own forecast that 
Hong Kong’s property mar- 
ket is about to pull out of an 
18-month slump. 

Henderson Land’s bankers 


said the development com- 
pany would use the money, 
along with 2.28 billion dol- 
lars n raised selling bonds in 
Japan this week, to invest in 
property projects along a rail- 
way being built to the ter- 
ritory's new airport. 

Mr. Lee said last month that 
die real-estate market was 
poised to rebound next year. 
Housing prices have slumped 
by about one-third since 
March 1994 as interest rates 
have risen. 

Executives at Henderson 
Land did not respond to calls 
asking why, if Mr. Lee is so 
optimistic about property 
prices, he chose not to hold 
out for a higher stock price. 

'The company will have a 
lot of problems answering this 
question,” said Franklin Lam, 
an analyst at HG Asia Ltd 
The timing of the share 
sale is not the only thing wor- 
rying investors. 

Henderson Land sold the 
shares less than two months 
after it paid shareholders — 
including Lee Shau Kee — an 
extra 1 dollar dividend for 
each share they owned 
If Henderson Land needed 
money, it could have foregone 
that dividend analysts said 
Mr. Lee received 1.08 bil- 
lion dollars from die payout 
At the time, the move raised 
concern that Henderson was 
not investing enough in its 
main property business. Hen- 
derson paid the dividend even 
though growth in its net profit 
slowed to 16 percent this year 
from 50 percent last year. 


Split NTT, 

Report 
Tells Tokyo 


CmpHnl by Oar SbtfFrrtn [k^xarhn 

TOKYO — A Japanese gov- 
ernment panel set targets 
Thursday for further and faster 
deregulation and called for the 
breakup of Nippon Telegraph 
& Telephone Corp. 

The panel also recommended 
simplifying regulations on for- 
eign investment in the telecom- 
munications sector. 

It called for an early lifting of 
the ban on holding companies, 
greater access for foreign ma- 
terials to the construction in- 
dustry and extended trading 
hours for large retail stores. 

The panel made no significant 
recommendations on agricul- 
ture, calling only for “wider dis- 
cussion” of farm deregulation. 

The panel's most important 
recommendation was the 
breakup of NTT to foster 
telecommunications competi- 
tion. But it did not spell out bow 
the breakup should proceed, 
calling only for “broad, full 
discussions.” 

The president of NTT crit- 
icized the finding as lacking 
sufficient explanation. 

The administrative reform 
committee's deregulation sub- 
committee, beaded by the chair- 
man of IBM Japan Ltd, Takeo 
Shiina, made 53 recommenda- 
tions in 12 areas, almost all con- 
fined to die domestic economy. 

Other proposals include steps 
to allow companies to raise 
funds in the stock market more 
easily, to expand management 
of Japan's pension funds by for- 
eign financial institutions and to 
abolish rules limiting establish- 
ment of large retail stores. 

(AFP. Reuters. Bloomberg) 
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China Says Output Fell in November 


Bloomberg Business News 

BEIJING — China said Thursday that its 
industrial output slowed in November as cash 
shortages and inefficiency plagued state-owned 
factories. 

Industrial output grew at an annual rate of 12. 1 
percent in November, down from 1 2.9 percent in 
October but still higher than the 10.4 percent in 
September, the government said. 

“Fund shortages, a chain of debts and lower 


economic efficiency are major problems plagu- 
ing the country’s industrial production,” die 
state statistics bureau said, according to the of- 
ficial Xinhua news agency. 

Output at state enterprises grew at an annual 
rate of 8.1 percent in November, compared with 
12.8 percent at collectively owned enterprises 
and 18.1 percent at private companies. 

November's industrial output totaled 164 bil- 
lion yuan ($19.8 billion). 


Very brief ya 

* Japan's investment in plant and equipment abroad rose $21.74 
billion, or 27.7 percent, from a year earlier in the six months ended 
in September, as many companies moved production abroad 
because of the surge in the yen. 

* Indonesian stocks rose to their highest point in more than three 
mouths after a cabinet reorganization that analysts said was a sign 
the government remained committed to deregulation. 

* Acer IdCm Taiwan's computer giant, said its sales in the 
January-Noveraber period this year surged 90 percent from the 
like period a year earlier. 

* A FQipino-Japanese consortium led by A. Soriano Corp. and 
Itochu Corp. plans a $300 million cement plant in Cebu, the 
Philippines, according to a statement filed with regulators. 

* Airbus Industrie offered Malaysian Airlines System a part- 
nership deal to manufacture aircraft parts in Malaysia, the Busi- 
ness Times daily quoted the European aerospace consortium's 
chairman, Jean Pierson, as saying. 

* Mitsubishi Materials Corp. signed an agreement to provide its 
proprietary Mitsubishi Continuous copper smelting technology to 
LG Metals Co. of South Korea. 

* Nestle SA and San Miguel Corp. of the Philippines will merge 
their two joint ventures. Nestle Philippines Inc. and Nestle 
Magnolia Corp. 

" Unemployment in Australia fell to a seasonally adjusted 8.6 
percent in November from 8.7 percent in October. 

'Shares in Genting Bfad. rose 130 ringgit (51 cents), or 6 
percent, as the shares returned to the market uiKuala Lumpur after 
a six- week suspension. 

* Vietnam's trade deficit widened to nearly $2 billion for the first 
1 1 months of 1995 from $800 million for the first 10 months and 
$900 milli on from all of last year as imports surged. 

Reuters. AFP. AFX. Krught-Ridder. Bloomberg 


Stitomon Restructures 
Its Asian Operations , 
Cutting 13% of Staff 


By Kevin Murphy 

International Herald Tribune 

HONG KONG — In a fresh 
sign of the restructuring that is 
shaking the Asian merchant- 
banking industry, Salomon 
Brothers Inc. said Thursday it 
had cot nearly 13 percent of the 
staff on its Asia-Pacific payroll. 
^ A generally soft market for 
Asian equities, a slowdown in 
new issuance of stocks and 
bonds throughout the region, 
and increasing costs for office 
space and expatriate accommo- 
dation have squeezed many of 
die large companies that bad 
substantially increased their 
presence in key Asian markets 
over the past three years. 

“We’re restructuring our 
business a- tittle.” said William 
Phillips, chief executive of Sa- 
lomon Brothers in the Asia-Pa- 
cific region. “It's no big deaL” 

The cuts, most of which were 
made in Salomon's Hong Kong 
office, inc l uded 50 jobs In its 
fixed-income and equities divi- 
sions and other departments in 
an operation that employed 
about 400 people. 

“It will not impair our ability 
in any line of business.” Mr. 
Phillips contended, according to 
a Bloomberg Business News re- 
port A company spokeswoman 
said that none of the firm’s of- 
fices in Asia would be closed. 

“Investment banks are be- 
coming far more focused about 
the businesses they want to be 
in and the geographic areas that 
want to target,” said Ranjaa 
Marwah, bead of Executive Ac- 
cess, an executive-search firm. 

“Cwisequently, several re- 


structurings are happening, and 
they will happen more than they 
used to in Aka,” Mr. Marwah 
said. 

Several of the largest Amer- 
ican securities firms have greai- 


Koog in recent years as they 
sought to carve out market 
share in an area some previ- 
ously managed from Tokyo or 
New York. 

Their entry, particularly in 
1993, had headhunters working 
overtime and contributed to the 
boom market few luxury housing 
that sent rents soaring. 

As American firms have be- 
gun to trim their payrolls, some 
European banks nave continued 
to build up their numbers. 

“We don't rush in and out of 
markets,” said Renaud de Plan- 
ts, chief executive at Union 
Bank of Switzerland’s Hong 
Kong office, a operation that 
employs 522 people and expects 
to expkid to add 37 more over 
the next two years. 

Mr. de Planta outlined plans 
Thursday to build up UBS’s 
presence in most of its business 
areas, with emphasis on mergers 
and acquisitions, commodity 
risk management and a greater 
effort in South Korea. 

.While that growth will see 
more people hired in Hong 
Kong, it also includes a greater 
commitment to other Asian 
markets, UBS executives said. 

That trend will continue in the 
region, analysts said, as major 
securities firms move to con- 
solidate early steps into Asian 
countries whose financing needs 

and domestic capital markets 
now require more attention. 
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have to communicate to stay in business. 
But you don’t have to stay in the office. ” 


BO HEDFOR5, 

President Be CEO. Ericsson Lwx, Texas, USA. 


Fast decisions sharpen your company's competitive edge- Out of 
reach can easily mean out of the picture - but an Ericsson mobile 
phone lets you respond quickly to your customers and keep in couch 
with your colleagues. 

Ericsson makes ic possible co communicate with anyone, anywhere, anytime - yet 
still respects peoples need to divert calls or use an answering service to create 
pockets of privacy. Ericssons systems provide these advanced features because 
Ericsson is a world leader in the development and implementation of systems for 
mobile phones, serving more than 40% of the world’s cellular subsaibers. 


Ericssons 80,000 employees are active in more than 100 countries. Their mmhinrvl 
expertise in switching, radio and networking makes Ericsson a world leader in tele- 


communications. 


It's about communication between people. The rest is technology. 


Tdefonaktiebolagrt LM Ericsson, S-126 25 Stockholm, SWEDEN. 
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LBMgHSNAUaun 

Boris Becker slamming the ball. 


Sampras Withdraws 


tennis Top-ranked Pete Sampras 
withdrew from the $6 million Grand 
Slam Cap in Munich because of an 
inflamed knee. Sampras was to have 
played Goran Ivanisevic in the quar- 
terfinals. Todd Martin's path was also 
smoothed by injury. Martin led An- 
drei Medvedev, 6-3, 3-6. 4-0, when 
the Ukrainian retired with an ankle 
injury. Boris Becker beat Byron 
Black, 7-6 (7-1), 6-1. (Reuters) 


Tarpley Fails Alcohol Tests 


BASKETBALL The Dallas Maver- 
icks center, Roy Tarpley , banned once 
by the NBA for cocaine use, was 
thrown out again for using alcohol. 

Tarpley, 31. tested positive for al- 
cohol use three times, most recently 
last week, the NBA said. 

• David Robinson, the All-Star 
center, signed a multiyear contract 
that will keep him with the San An- 
tonio Spurs for the rest of his career. 
Details were not disclosed. (AP) 


Yankees Get Tino Martinez 


baseball One day before the first 
big flee- agent deadline, Hal Morris 
decided to stay with the Cincinnati 
Reds for $5 million over two years. 
Meanwhile the New York Yankees 
acquired first baseman Tino Martinez 
from Seattle as part of a five-player 
deal that sent pitcher Sterling Hitch- 
cock and infielder Russ Davis to Seat- 
tle. Tony Pena re-signed with Cleve- 
land for $525,000 and the right- 
hander Danny Cox went back to 
Toronto for a minor-league deal worth 
$490,000. 

Morris, who made 53,3. million last 
season, agreed to a pay cut of more 
than 50 percent for 1996. (AP) 


IVo Live Doves for Atlanta 


Olympics For the first time in a 
Summer Olympics since 1920, the 
opening ceremonies for next year in 
Atlanta will not feature the traditional 
release of live doves. 

The Atlanta committee said the cer- 
emonies will include only a “sym- 
bolic and theatrical' ' release of doves. 
Atlanta has been under pressure from 
animal rights groups nor to use live 
doves in order to prevent a repeat of 
what happened in the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics — when flocks of doves 
went up in flames as the cauldron was 
lighted. (AP) 
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Real Reaches Last 8 


But Faces Juventus 


Rouen 

Real Madrid Legia Warsaw and Nances 
completed the lineup for die quarterfinals 
in the European Cup as Ajax Amsterdam, 
the defending champion, underlined its sta- 
tus as the favorite. Real Madrid has won die 
competition six times. 

Ajax was one of five teams already as- 
sured of a quarterfinal berth before the last 
round of Champions' League matches 
kicked off Wednesday. Nevertheless, Ajax 
crushed Ferencvaros, 4-0, and extended its 
record unbeaten European Cup run to 17 
games. The Dutch team meets Borussia 
Dortmund of Germany in the two-leg quar- 
terfinals on March 6 and 20. Dortmund tied, 
2-2, at home to die Glasgow Rangers. 

Real, which won, 2-0, away to Grasshop- 
per Zurich to secure second place in Group 
D, meets the 1985 champion, Juventus, in 
the most glamorous clash of the quarter- 
finals. Raul Gonzflez, the 1 8-year-old strik- 
er who found the net twice in Real's Span- 
ish first-division game last weekend, and 
Michel Gonzfilez scored in Switzerland. 

Legia, the Polish champion and runner- 
up in Group B, w ill face Panathinaikos. the 
Group A winner. 

Nantes, which tied the Greeks, CM), to 
secure its passage into the last eight as the 
Group A runner-up, will take on Spartak 
Moscow. Spartak won, 1-0, away over 
Legia to become the only team in die Cham- 
pions’ League with a 100 percent record. 

The outstanding individual performance 
of die night was a hat trick in nine minutes 
by Mike Newell of the Blackburn Rovers. It 
did little more than save face for the English 
champion, which had picked up only one 


romped to a 4-1 home victory over Rosen- 
borg of Norway, which was even after 
Steffen Iversen’s goal in the 30th minute. 
But Rosenborg's dreams were shattered by 
Newell’s superb finish between die 3lst 
and 40th minutes after Alan Shearer scored 
his first European Cup goal with a 16th- 
minntr penalty. The Rovers were down to 
10 men from the 52d minute when mid- 
fielder Paul Warhurst was sent off. 

He was not die only Englishman sent off. 
Paul Gascoigne was shown the red card in 
Dortmund when the Rangers were down 2- 
1. Gordon Dune equalized 10 minutes later. 
Brian Laudrup had put the Scottish team 
in the 1 1th m i" 11 **- Andy MBUer 
Karlheinz Rjedle scored for Borussia. 

Ion Vladoiu of the 1986 champion, 
Steaua Bucharest, was shown the red card 
in die 64th minute of the Romanians’ 0-0 
tie at home to Juventus. 

Potto, the 1987 cup winner, had to beat 
Aalboig and hope that Nantes lost to 
Panathi&aikos to qualify from Group A. But 
Porto was held. 2-2, by the Danes. 


point and one goal in its previous five 
Champions’ League games. The Rovers 


■ S lavra Advances in UEFA 
Karel Poboisky’s goal in overtime 
Thursday carried the league leader , 
S la via Prague, into the quarterfinals of the 
UEFA Cup with a 1-0 victory over Lens. 

The goal in the 95th minnra was the first 
Lens had conceded in this season’s com- 
petition and followed a scoreless first leg in 
Prague and a barren first 90 minutes on a 
cold night in northern France. 

Sparta Prague fought AC Milan to a 
scoreless tie is their UEFA Cup match 
Thursday in the Czech capital, allowing the 
Italians to advance to die quarterfinals on a 
2-0 aggregate. 



ttadoW Abnrffefficatof* 


Joff SerrizocU, left, of Nriio of P a| r * pn g n rfndmgfoMhehall in die South American Sapercop final. 


Argentines Thwart Romario in Packed Rio Stadium 


Reuters The defeat Wednesday capped a mis- 

Independiente of Argentina won the erable year for both Flamengo, Brazil's 
South American Supercup for die second best-s u pported team, and for Romano, 


straight year despite losing, 1-0, to Fla- signed from Barcelona in January for $7 


mengo in the second leg of die final. Ro- million. The chib team finished its oen- 
mario scored for Flamengo, but die Ar- tennial year without a single trophy. 


gentinians took the trophy thanks to their 2- 
0 victory at home in die first leg last week. 


Indepentfiente, winch won two of four ties 
on penalties on the way to die tide, defended 


in depth for most of the game. 4 

• A woman was trampled to death at the 
Maracana Stadium before the game. 

The crush happened as hundreds of fens 
afn»m p twd tP *«t«t t fy stadium which used to 
bold 200,000 but is now officially limited to 
125,000. It was packed but no official at- 
tendance was announced. 


Havelange Stays 
Above Strikes 




Wm 


Unheralded Austrian Triumphs 
As Women Beat the Weather 


Agenee France-Presse 

PARIS — Joao Havelange, die Inter- 
national soccer federation president, says 
Nigeria may be awarded the world under- 
20 championships in 1997 next Monday in 
spite of a European Union call for a sports 
boycott of Nigeria. 

"The European Union is made up of 12 
countries. I have 193 national associations 
affiliated to FIFA.’’ said die 79-year-old 
Brazilian, apparently unaware there are 15 
EU states. "FIFA has always abided by 
United Nations resolutions. If the UN de- 
cides on a boycott, O.K., we’U follow it.” 

"It’s not up to me or FIFA to judge the 
facts in this case," said Havelange who was 
in Nigeria when the recent execittions of 
nine human rights activists were carried out, 
trying to placate the Nigerians following his 
decision to switch this year's Under-20 
championship from Nigeria to Qatar. 
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Havelange’s decision to go ahead with the 
)98 Work! Cup draw next Tuesday in 


1998 Work! Cup draw next Tuesday in 
Paris, despite the transport strike, was crit- 
icized Monday by Lennart Johansson, the 
European soccer union president and a can- 
didate to replace Havelange. 

* ‘I don’t get involved with internal prob- 
lems of a country,” Havelange said from 
his room on the 25th floor of a hotel 
looking down the Champs Elysles. 



■ The Fastest Goal 

Damian Mori scored possibly the quick- 
est goal ever, when he struck Wednesday 
night after four seconds for Adelaide City 
against Sydney United in the Australian 
National League. Mori received the ball on 
the kickoff, spatted John Perosh, the Syd- 
ney goalkeeper, off his line and lobbed it 
over him. The game ended 2-2. 

It is generally accepted that the quickest 
goal at senior level was four seconds by Jim 
Fryatt for Bradford in England in 1964. 
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Nicolas Fontaine of Canada, practicing in Tignes for the freestyle World Cop. 


Reuters 

VAL DTSERE, fiance — An unher- 
alded Austrian, Alexandra Meissnitzer op-~ 
set foe favorites to score her first Alpine 
siding Wadd Cap victory Thursday m a 
super-giant «l»l om Meissnitzer. 22, whose 
previous best result was a fourth {dace in a 
super-giant last winter on home snow in 
Flachau, won with one minute 14 seconds 
and 58 seconds in the two runs. 

The Swiss veteran, Heidi Zeller-Blfhler, 
was second in 1:14.97 with foe 20-year-old 
Mojca Suhadolc of Slovenia, a surprise 
third in 1:15.13. 

Katja Seizinger of Germany ended sixth 
on a tricky, icy course to retain the lead in 
the overall World Cop standings. 

Her compatriot, Martina Erti, who won 
the only super-giant slalom held so far tins 
season, in Vail last month, and led foe first 
giant slalom of the season in nearby Tignes 
before it was called off, could only manage 
seventh place. 

Because of the weather — too much 
wind in Tignes, too much snow in Lake 
Louise, Alberta, — the race Thursday was 
only the fourth women's event go take place 
out of eight scheduled since die World Cup 
season began. 

Meissnitzer, the latest to rise in a long 
series of prolific Austrian skiers, said die 
was surprised by her result. 

“The coarse was fine and I had a nice 
run but I didn't expect to do so well,” she 
said. 

In Flachau last year, Meissnitzer was 
fourth fastest after starting in die middle of 
a snowstorm. Then conditions improved 
for her rivals. 

“That is when I realized that I could win 
a race,” she said. 

Suhadolc’s third place came after she 
had been out of action for nearly two years 
because of lingering knee and back in- 


juries. “I knew foe course today was made 
for me”, she said, pledging to do even 
better in the giant slalom Friday. • . . 


'■ BareU.S. Nordic "Victory 

• Inspired by a hometown crowd, Todd 
Lodradt of the United States won the 
season’s opening nonfic combined World 
Cup event, the first by an American in-12 
years Wednesday in. Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado, Reuters re ported. . 

. Lodwidc,19,«sea a-mi«erftd perfor- 
mance in ski j ump ing to build a big lead, 
then held off bis older and more expe- 
rienced competitors in the lS-kiloraeter 
(9 3-mile) cross-country race. He finished 
one minute 0.6 seconds fester than Bard 
Joreen Elden of Norway. Marco Zarucchi 
of Switzerland was third, 1:17.1 behind.<\ 
TheUJS. victory, cheered wildly by hun- 
dreds of Lodwick’s neighbors, was the first 
since the first combined World Cup in 
1983. 

Elden, dismissed from the Norwegian 
team last spring, has been training with the 
Americans. The strongest cross-country 
slrierin the world over the past few seasons, 
Elden helped Lodwick improve bis cross- 
country skills, while American coaches 
assisted the Norwegian in jumping. 

“I owe everything to Bora I’d never 
have won without him,” Lodwick said. 

Elden’s finish was his brat in five 
years. 

* Li Tignes, Heim Baumgartner of 
Switzerland and E le n a Batalova of Russia 
scored the first freestyle skiing World Cup 
victories Thursday in the newly-named 
acto-slri discipline. Formerly known as 
ballet, tiie event underwent a name change 
in the off-season to give it a more dynamic 
image and e nh ance its chances of beepm- 
mg an Olympic event alongside two other 
freestyle disciplines, aerials and mogu ls. 
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e to Fresno? 


HRESNO, CaHfbmia— Head 


era in the Ftcsihi State basketija3 
media guide and you’ll find a 
variety of explanations for why 
they chose to caare here, from 
want a college edneafianand I 
want id win basketball games*’ 

to P«fte «e supportive 
and friendly. * 

But for the newcomers the *1 
chose to attend Fresno State be- 
cause — ” lines all focos on a 
angle reason. If s die same rea- 

son tire seasorrtfcfa* base has c«<WNr-%*r ta 

J ^' Ii ^^^beat« «eryon e except the NCAA. 

to Se. Ses^ent, they jnufrbe dt^aaerGaiyCQlsonreggjied 

ins dove m May wentrmnmilinn anAa r»i ‘ ^ ^ »*TkT« 


• -!-• ‘if _ _ 7^- 1 " aii i M ^ww MMjnoUM wiuj uuinuu iuuum 

mg drrvem May went more dan the^mc^t pcrtlrccftil organization' "as basketball coach. “The re- 
aSl ndllkin over its goal of $43 = oat there, '.Ta rkaroa nsaki of the -cqptioalgotwassooverwbelm- 

^tT.^ . . . boto fa.c^ tte "NC-two-A”. . fog that I got all excited,” said 

r JLlZ^L If "?? 11 , „ ^ His batfles never stopped him Tartarian, whose team is off to 

cnose to attend Fresno State from winning. Tartan-nan went a 3-2 start. “They treated me 
___ ' _ 625-122 in his 19 seasoos at like I was Michael Jordan when 

_ My mom and family and UNLV and five seasons at Lang I came up here.” 
ng^favcHTte coach of all, Jeny Beach State, a winning percent- 1 He has always been popular 

as a player and among the 

* “To get . away from hnrty 
and to play for Coach Taika- 
man” — freshman Michael 
Contreras. 


from winning- T artraman went 
625-122 in his 19 seasons at 
UNLV and five seasons atLong 
Beach State, a winning percent- 
age of . 337. He ezMoyed his 


^oks. grandest moment w henhis Rim- r laige «nH influential Armenian 

fiom home ran’ Hdxls, led by Larry John- community, which numbers 
J 8 * 8 : son and SlacwAa^mon, Wasted dose to 40,000. 
n Michael Duke, 103-73, to win the 1990 Hiring Tazkaniao meant hir- 
. . NCAA championship. The next mg his baggage. John D Welly, 


u£u-- uramnan Micnael Dote, 103-73, to wm the 1990 Hnfog Tartarian meant hir- 
T , „ . . NCAA championship. The next mg his baggage. John D Welty, 

.. t-oac n lade --junior season. Poke onset an nadefeat- the FresnoStare president, knew 

ed 13NLV team m the «»fnifipal«. that “As we were considering 
Coach Tark — transfer Latex in 1991, the university’s hiring Coach Taricanian, we re- 
U ^ 1S . . pieodent, Robert b&xsen, man- viewed a number of issues,” 

_ , my Ta rtaria n” — aged to force Tartarian’? res- . Welty said. “We were, after 

freshman Tenance Roberson, ignation. completing that review and 


, . „- _ _ — Welty said. “We were, after 

freshman Tenance Roberson, ignation. completing flat review and 

\ Jeny Taikaman, a graduate of Tartarian left withNCAA talking wri him, camftstable 

Frcsro State, is tire winningest sanctions looming, many stem- with H r cornmfr rn ent tn mming 
cdlege ba sket ball coach ming from -his recrritnrentof - to Fresno State and building a 
m history, and one of the most Uoyd Daniels, who. never pro g ram that was not only sac- 
notooons. Befo re die season be- played at UNLV. The program cessful but nm with integrity 
gaa, Tarkarian was asked what crumbled. Ja November -1993, and a commitment to both the 
had changed m the 22 months tile school was hit with , two university and the NCAA.” 
since he left his test college job, years of probation stemming Welty also knew that the 
at Nevada-Las Vegas, in a swid from 26. incidents of what the funds for a $40 million arena 
of controversy. “The most dif- NCAA deemed improper in- the university planned could be 


Taricanian. left with NCAA talking with him, comfortable 
sanctions looming, many stem- . with mx commit m en t to nnrnrng 


in history, and one of the most 
notorious. Before the season be- 
gan, Taricanian was asked what 
had changed in the 22 months 
since he left his last college job, 
at Nevada-Las Vegas, in a swid 
of controversy. “The most dif- 


ficult thing for us has been die dneements and benefits to re- 


Cfearinghouse,” 

said. 




Taricanian amriairi a lack of institutional nian was hired on A 
cantroL It was not the legacy he He’s also got top 1 


During all of his battles with intended to leave. 


the NCAA at his previous “1 think the biggest thing to State. Tartarian IatvW Rober- 
coaching stops, Taricamannev- imn was he left UNLVona sour son, a6-fbot-7 aB-American hir- 
er encountered anything like note,’* said his son, Danoy ward from Saginaw, Michi gan 
the Initial-Eli g ibility Clearing; wbG.yg 8 ^ working «g . “Anywhere he would have 

house, which went into effect a iawyor in Las Vegas biklias been, I would have been there,” 
last year. Six players had to be jomedTnsfiflier aran assasoint RtAerson said. ‘T always want- 
held out of Fresno Stale’s fast ceadh ^#gdcfaat setSs both-' ed to play for him, I like the 


cessful but nm vdth integrity 
and a c o mmi t m enr to both the 
university and the NCAA” 
Welty also knew that the 
Brads for a $40 million arena 
the un i ver s ity planned could be 
found more easily once Tarta- 
rian was hired on April 5. 

He’s also got top high school 
players considering Fresno 
State. Tartarian landed Rober- 
son, a6-foot-7 aB-American for- 
ward fiom Saginaw, Michigan. 

. “Anywhere Ire would have 
been, 1 would have been there,” 


held out of Fresno Stale’s fast coach. TLiriok th&r xeaHy both? ed to (day for him, I like the 
exhibition game while goes- ered worid irte to leave style erf play that be prefers. 1 

dons about tireir course wndc : *<»Ss owriterins^Tedmg good ' like the runnin g and me press- 
were resolved. ^ag i rta tte did:' * > >•»? mg. I just hke everything.” 

He has lost freshman Larry Which is ptut xaf reason After Tartarian saw that Her- 
Ahney for this season aft er the Ire’s brie now, m a nbn t i es cnp t ren had decided to leave Boston 
Clearinghouse wouldn’t accept i office near ' tire agrfcnfciriri College and had listed UNLV 


deaxinghouse wouldn’t accept 'Office near ' tire a&kxtatnt College and had listed UNLV 
a marii class as bis d wi ffs. Takanian 

^fflcdinistipttntQBDd bnn tbit 

prized recruit, Roberson, Repel s ’ “Hey, I was UNLV.’’ In May. 

ota the season after foiling and Madk -Henenamouncedhe was trans- 
short of the required score m &&&&& 7 faring to Fresno Stare, 

retrice of the college entry test. attyfrB^pitMngcmTte^^: “1 don’t use any particular 

Taricanian and the NCAA - Tsrtntnan&KFbe£& roftqgfa patch.” Tartarian said. “We 
m aiTTftmvri a mtoinw^rip good fifaafip^he left s^ned every kid who visited last 

Vas long-lasting and antagonistic Affaashort^faintiie^Aas yearvltwasanurade. 
as Captain Hook and >v fae coathcrfflic^SanAnfotniTOfiSs. ' ""fa Vegas, ourplayers would 
crocodile. ■ who let 4^1 tske the kids out and I would 

His 19-season career at ^^reoaBdeariyJ^^^S«3r^seft- pist talk to drem in tire office. 
Umvmiiy of Las Vegas incUt- son, Tartarean rorib to coipo- But here 1 got involved and rid 
ed a 14-year legal batdewiO&£' *rttans,hoBfcd£&ririfa 0 ri,rid ft afl, because we had to sell 
NCAA over tire NCAA’srtease , some trirykaou eongnenDgy, Fresno. This was a new situ- 


k afl, because we had to sell 
Fresno. This was a new situ- 


to have the university suspend judged bdrim contests and even atioo. Weired to sell it afl.” 
him for two years. IhricKnan appe ar ed in a ebr^de of movies ' They came. Now will the 
sued. The UJS. Supreme Caeit < t, Hooeymoon fo V^as” and NCAA follow? 
eventually deddeain favw af “MneCiips”X'Bkenhissched- “I don’t know if they will or 

tire NCAA, which then derided irie to brought hm ro R'esnofor not,” Taricanian said. “They 
not to suspend TartariiHL “Next a qreakmg en g a g gmnfr a few have everywhere else.” 


They came. Now will the 
NCAA follow? 

“I don’t know if they will or 
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DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


Surprise: 

Rodman 

Upstages 

Jordan 


The Associated Press 

Dennis Rodman came back 
for fbe Chicago Brils and prac- 
tically stole tire show from 
Michael Jordan. Derrick Cole- 
man came back and stopped a 
slide for tire Philadelphia 
76ers. 

Rodman, who missed the 
previous 12 games with a calf 
injury, was a surprise starter 
Wednesday night for the Brils 

NBA ROUNDUP 

against tire New York Knicks 
and grabbed 20 rebounds in 38 
minutes as Chicago rallied for a 
101-94 victory at home. 

“Teams hare to pay him re- 
spect,” said Jordan, who scored 
18 ofhis 22 points in the second 
half. “He gets you so many 
offensive rebounds that sooner 
or later, you’re going to mate 
some shots.” 

Rodman scored only six 
points, but bis basket cm a give- 
and-go pass from Jordan cut the 
Knicks’ l cg d to 73-72 a ft e r 
three quarters. 

Jordan started poorly, miss- 
ing 13 of 15 shots before find- 
ing tire range just in time to give 
the Bulls their fourth consec- 
utive victory. 

Scottie Pippen also scored 22 
points for Chicago, winch has 
tire National Basketball Asso- 
ciation’s best record (14-2) and 
is 7-0 at home. 

John Starts scored 25 points 
and Patrick Ewing 22 for tire 
Knicks, wbo won their first three 
games daring a tough stretch of 
four games in fire nights. 

78 m -toe, Mwngiw ar 
Coleman, who hadn’t played 
tins season because of an ir- 
regular heartbeat and was trad- 
ed from New Jersey to Philadel- 
phia on Nov. 30, helped his new 
team halt an 11-game losing 
streak in his 76er debut He had 
17 points and 11 rebounds in 31 
mhnite«e as Philadelphia routed 

visiting Dallas, 108-87. 

Vernon Maxwell scored 25 
points and Jeny Stackhouse 
had 21 points and 10 rebounds 
in Philadelphia’s victory. 

Maxwell was successful 
with six of the nine three-point 
shots he tried. Stackhouse bad 
eight assists for the Sixers. ~ 

Jamal Mashbum had 22 
points for the Mavericks, who 
lost their third straight and their 
10th in tire last 11 games. 

BuHato 96, Hawks 79 Wash- 
ington snapped a 10-game los- 
ing streak with a victory over 
A tlanta. 

The Ballets built a 21 -point 
lead eariy in the second half, and 
tire Hawks never cut tire gap 
below 12 points tire rest of tire 
way. 

Chris Webber made 11 of 18 
shots for 27 points and had 10 
rebounds. Juwan Howard 
scored 14 points for the Bullets 
in their first victory over At- 
lanta since Jan. 5, 1993. 
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Michael Jordan, left, obstructing the view npcourt of the Knicks* guard Derek Harper. 


Steve Smith had 14 points for 
the Hawks, who shot 35 percent 
in their third straight kiss. 

Honu b 94, Cmhn 82 
Charlotte, which had been al- 
lowing opponents to shoot al- 
most 50 percent, limited Cleve- 
land to 39 percent. 

Glen Rice scored 25 points 
and Larry Johnson had 19 
points and 11 rebounds for tire 
host Hornets, who won for the 
fifth trmft in seven games. Scott 
Burrell also scored 19. 

Terrell Brandon, who was 8 
for 12 from tire field, led tire 
Cavaliers with 22 points. Bob- 
by Ptnlls had 20 points. 

C9l6e9 109, Had ioi Todd 
Day’s tiebreaking three-painter 
fiom tire comer with 17 seconds 
left helped Boston beat Miami 
for the second time in three 
nights. 

The Celtics defeated the 
Heat, 121-120. in double over- 
time Monday at tire FleetCenter 
in Boston, then did it again at 
Miami Arena. 

The Heat’s Alonzo Mourn- 
ing had 26 points, 13 rebounds, 
9 blocked shots and 7 assists. 

Dino Radja scored 22 points 
-and Dana Banos 20 for Bos- 
ton. 

Ttabmnlvw 108, Nats 97 

Minnesota, playing at home, 
shot 70 percrot in tire first three 
quarters en route to its third 
victory in five games. 

Isaiah Rider had 20 points on 
9-for-12 shooting as the Tim- 
berwotves snapped New Jer- 
sey’s three-game winning 
streak. Christian Laettner 
a dde d 18 points and seven as- 
sists for the Wolves, while Ken- 
-ny Anderson scored 22 points 
and Jayson Williams 18 for the 
Nets. 

Rockets 11 % Lakers 99 

Houston snapped a five-game 
losing streak to Los Angeles. 


Clyde Drexler scored 19 of 
his 34 points in tire thir d quarter 
and Hakeem Olajuwon took 
command in the fourth. Ola- 
jnwon, wbo finished with 30 
points and 13 rebounds, scored 
14 points in tire final 7:46. 

Cedric Ceballos led the vis- 
iting Lakers with 27 points and 
17 rebounds. 

Mogie 109, Wa r rio r s 107 In 

Oakland, California, Anfemee 
Hardaway scored 23 points, in- 
cluding a pair of free throws 


with 23 seconds left, as Orlando 
outlasted Golden State. 

D ermis Scott also scored 23 
for the Magic in a game that 
included 52 fouls, six techni- 
cals and a flagrant foul. 

Tim Hardaway scored 31 
points and Chris Mrilin 18 for 
tire Warriors. 

After Hardaway hit his two 
free throws, the Warriors fum- 
bled away their last chance for a 
tie when Latrell S prewell lost 
the balL 
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CALVIN AND HOBBES 


Canadiens 
Snap Back, 
Downing 
Devils, 4-2 


The Associated Press 

The Montreal Canadiens had 
a “Patrick” in goal and a vic- 
tory on the scoreboard. Things 
were not as they seemed, how- 
ever. 

It was Patrick Jablonski 
minding the net. not Patrick 
Roy, and the 4-2 victory over 
the New Jersey Devils was a 

NHL ROUNDUP 

rarity this season, snapping 
Montreal’s five-game wmless 
streak. 

“A win cures a lot of 
things,” Montreal's coach, 
Mano Tremblay, said “With 
everything happening in the last 
four days, we’ve just hero talk- 
ing team, team, team. And 
that’s how we played.” 

Jablonski 's first National 
Hockey League victory since 
Feb. 10, 1995. came just houra 
after Roy, the Canadiens’ star 
goaltender, and the team’s cap- 
tain, Mike Keane, were traded 
to tire Colorado Avalanche. 

Andrei Kovalenko, one of 
three players that Montreal re- 
ceived in tire trade, became a 
crowd favorite right away 
Wednesday night when he dug 
the puck out from behind the 
net to feed Vincent Damp- 
housse for a power-play goal 
3:18 into the matc h. 

Bteckhawks 5, Rangan 5 Pal 
Verbeek scored New York’s 
fifth power-play goal of the 
night with 12:07 left in reg- 
ulation, and the Rangers extend- 
ed their home unbeaten streak to 
1 1 games by tying Chicago. 

Ibe New York goalie, Mike 
Richter, made several critical 
saves in the final minutes of 
regulation, and in overtime 
both teams managed just one 
shot on goal. 

Lightning 2, Mi gh ty Docks 1 

In Sl Petersburg, Florida, 
Alexander Selivanov scored his 
team-leading 1 6th goal andJ.C. 
Bergeron needed to make only 
17 saves for Tampa Bay. 

Se Livanov’s game winner 
came on a power play at 2:03 of 
the second period and snapped 
die Lightning’s two-game los- 
ing streak. It was Anaheim’s 
fifth loss in seven games. 

Whalf>r*7,!*laxKWrs4 Nelson 

Emerson scored two power- 
play goals in a 71 -second span 
as Hanford defeated the vis- 
iting Islanders. 

Emerson connected on a feed 
by Geoff Sanderson at 5:28, then 
again at 6 39 on a rebound of 
Glen Wesley’s slap shoL 

Kings 6, j«ta 3 Jari Kuni, Pat 
Conacher and Wayne Gretzky 
scored during a S'A-minote span 
of the second period to lead Los 
Angeles over Winnipeg. 

Gretzky also set up a pair of 
power-play goals and Knrri 
added a goal and two assists to 
help lift tire host Kings into third 
place in the Western Confer- 
ence standings. 
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Early George Apley 


By Russell Baker 


N EW YORK — I spent five, 
six or seven days in the 
hospital. This is supposed to be 
one of life's hilarious events. 
You've seen it in the movies. Or 
worse, television. They take 
your clothes and make you wear 
a flimsy garment affording the 
world a full back view. So Tong. 
Dignity. 

The hospital was in Boston. In 
Boston they don't surrender dig- 
nity. They give you a garment 
that covers everything hunt and 
back. Also pajama pants. 

Also a neat robe for walking 
around the halls. In full hospital 
fig I strolled corridors feeling 
like The Late George Apley. 
You don't know “The Late 
George Apley"? Too bad. It’s 
an indispensable handbook on 
Boston and a lot mare fun to read 
than "The Scarlet Letter.” 

George Apley’s goal in life 
was to put his papers in order 
before The End. Strolling that 
hospital feeling like George Ap- 
ley, I began brooding about my 
own papers. I hadn't thought of 
my papers in years — since first 
reading "The Late George Ap- 
ley.” in fact 

How disagreeable it would 
be if my papers were still not in 
order when some doctor 
strolled in brimming over with 
the worst possible news. 

□ 


same question: "On a scale of 1 
to 10. how bad would you say 
your pain is now?' * I always said 
5 when they started ana went 
down to 1 when they finished. It 
was the least 1 could do to make 
them feel better and I wanted to 
encourage them to tell me I was 
in terrific health, so I wouldn’t 
have to take the stress test 


□ 


But we were talking hilarity. 
It is true that people wake you in 
the middle of the night to ask if 
you are sleeping. True that they 
wake you again at 6 A.M. and 
stuff medicines into you. 

True that they strap your up- 
per arm into a blood-pressure 
cuff which thereafter, every 
five minutes throughout the 
night, tightens as cruelly as a 
hangman's noose to remind you 
that you are not there to sleep. 

Doctors came in squadrons. 
All were superb. Each asked the 


If was no use. Whimpering 
with self-pity I took the stress 
test. Somebody helpful had told 
me it was possible to die during 
this test, and after the treadmill 
had been running 20 seconds, I 
believed it and told them if they 
didn't stop that machine in- 
stantly I'd find a gun and take 
three doctors with me. 

Hauled back to my room, l 
was pronounced alive. “What 
we're going to do next," some- 
body said, “ is insert a tiny Hole 
camera or something into this 
gigantic artery right down here 
and thread it all the way up to 
where it can photograph the 
whole surface of the heart.” 

I asked how the tiny little 
camera could find its way all that 
distance, what with all the fas- 
cinating other organs en route, 
which it would be tempted to 
photograph. ‘ ‘Don ’t wony,” ex- 
plained a charming young cam- 
era inserter. They do it all the 
time. Very rarely does anyone 
die. though now and then they 
have to stop and perform im- 
mediate open-heart surgery. 

When this failed to happen I 
was sentenced to the MRI ma- 
chine and photographed in 
slices, like salami, for several 
hours. The doctors, finding 
nothing grave enough to justify 


a major rearrangement of my 
itecL 


anatomy, seemed disappoint 
However, if J return in a year or 
so, they said, something inter- 
esting might turn up. 

Well, it wasn’t a total loss. 
Tomorrow I may think about 
those papers. 

New York Times Sen-ice 


An Outsider’s Look at the Conflicts in British Society 


By Alan Riding 

New York Times Service 


L ONDON — Twice the age and 
perhaps twice as wise as when 
she started writing fiction in tee hue 
1960s, Pat Barker now understands 
why her first three books wen: never 
published. "I was writing things that 
I shouldn't have been trying to 
write,” she recalled. “I was writing 
sensitive middle-class lady novels, 
and it's not what I am." 

At the time, of course, she had 
good reason to believe she had joined 
die English middle classes. She bad a 
degree in history and economics from 
the London School of Economics, she 
was married to a university professor, 
she was herself a teacher and she had 
given birth to the first of her two 
children. Her working-class roots had 
seemingly disappeared. 

But a passing contact with the late 
English novelist Angela Carter 
nudged her back to her past She 
should write about what she knew 
best. Carter told her, about file tough 
working women of northern indus- 
trial towns, about her upbringing by 
her grandparents, about her memo- 
ries. It worked. "Union Street." a 
story about assembly-line women, 
was published in 1982 and three other 
novels followed. 

Then, just as suddenly. Barker 
switched her attention to World War 
I. With “Regeneration" (1991) and 
“The Eye in the Door" (1993), she 
was noticed in London's literary cir- 
cles. Now "The Ghost Road," the 
acclaimed final novel in her World 
War I trilogy, has won her the Booker 
Prize, Britain’s top literary award. It 
has just been published in the United 
States by Dutton. 

But what, one might ask. was "an 
ordinary mum from up north," as the 
52-year-old writer delights in de- 
scribing herself, doing writing about 
British army officers being treated for 
shell shock in the Great War? After 
all. bom in 1 943 in the northeastern 
industrial town of Thomby -on-Tees, 
she was too young to remember even 
World WarH. 

Memories, though, were again at 
work. She was the result of a wartime 


liaison and never knew her father, who, 
she was told, died in the war. When her 
mother married seven years later, 
young Pat remained with her grand- 
parents. And in that home, it was 
World War I that mattered. Her grand- 
father bad been a soldier and his war 
stories seemed afl the more real be- 
cause of a bayonet scar on his back that 
she was occasionally allowed to 
touch. 

Decades later, through her hus- 
band, David, a professor of zoology at 
Durham University whose specialty is 
neuroanatomy, she learned about 
William HJL Rivers, a psychologist 
who experimented with new neuro- 
logical techniques for treating soldiers 
suffering breakdowns in the honors of 
trench warfare ip northern France. 

Armed with the emotional link to 
her grandfather and extensive re- 
search, Barker then wrote “Regen- 
eration,” which focused on the re- 
lationship between Rivers and the 
writer Siegfried Sassoon, a patient at 
a hospital at Craiglockhart, near Ed- 
inburgh. Reinforcing file literary con- 
nection, the poet Wilfred Owen was 
also at Craiglockfaart, although not 
under Rivers’s care. 

After "Regeneration," Barker re- 
alized that her story was not over, that 
a trilogy would be necessary. In "The 
Eye in the Door,' * with the madness of 

focus turns to i^WOT^ithe^^or’s 
own creation. Bifly Prior, a young 
bisexual officer of working-class ex- 
traction who is also a Rivers patient. 

Finally, “The Ghost Road" be- 
comes Prior's story as be prepares to 
return for his fourth stmt in the 
trenches, with Rivers eager to know 
how he will react Refusing die 
chance of staying home on medical 
grounds. Prior is himself no less cu- 
rious about his own reactions. And be 
passes the new test of nerves. But 
along with Owen, be is killed in battle 
just a week before Armistice Day. 

Perhaps surprisingly. Prior's recov- 
ery from shell shock was not unusual. 
Using analysis, neurological surgery 
and electric shock treatment. Rivers 
and other doctors were often able to 
eliminate such common symptoms as 
mutism, paralysis and hysteria. "Most 



Rnnen 


Pat Barker won this year’s Booker Prize for “The Ghost Road.’* 


people were cured enough to do some- 
thing of service to fire war," Barker 
noted. "In 1917. when Owen had his 
breakdown. 80 percent of shell-shock 
cases were dealt with within sound of 
and 80 percent were back in 
line whhin 14 days." 

Accompanying Prior’s story. 
Barker shows Rivers reliving mem- 
ories of his prewar work as a doctor 
among the head-hunting tribes of 
Melanesia in file Pacific. Based on 
Rivers’s own writings, these stories 
of ritual death and psychological en- 
slavement to evil spirits in turn serve 
as minors of the physical carnage and 
mental devastation wrought by the 


set-piece battles of World War L 
Yet while at first sight "The Ghost 
Road" is an anti-war novel, in many 


ways it tells more about file dys- 
functional nature of British society . 
And in that sense. Barker's special 
fascination with Prior is understand- 
able. Like file author, who raises a 
rare northern working-class voice in a 
London-dominated literary world. 
Prior is an outsider. He is an officer 
who does not belong to the officer 
class; he is engaged to be married bat 
is actively bisexual. 

"He straddles every posable di- 
vide," Barker said, ripping a gin and 
tonic in a Kensington hotel during a 


brief visit to London. "His 
chameleon qualities interest me. 1 
think I was mainly interested in the 
core of identity- He returns to Ranee 
with the expectation of dying, yet not 
with the intention of dying. T think 
even his form of sex is connected with 
his It is mechanized commer- 
cial sex in a mechanized commercial 
war.” . 

Her book also makes dear chat 
Prior chose to return to, the front not 
out of any great sense of duty, but 
rather because of his averrioa to a 
Britain in which he could find no 
for himself. Once again, per- 
haps this parallels Barker’s own pref- 
erence for her otriafy life “up north” 
and her undisguised distaste for' the 
glitter and media exposure of Lon- 
don’s literary scene. ‘Tm not in- 
terested in an international-author 
type role," she said. "What use are 
writers to other writers? Really. Yon 
c«n have a good moan about your 
royalties and your rotten publishers 
and all rberest of k Thai’s all they do. 
Writers talk about money to the ex- 
clusion of all other topics, including 
themselves. It's just money. I see 
enough of that world.” 

Still, after “The Ghost Road" won 
the Booker Prize last month, beating 
out novels by Salman Rushdie, Bony 
Unsworth, Tim Win ton and Justin 
Qgr twpght, Barker was thrust into the 
limelight. The prize and accompa- 
nying publicity also made her book a 
best seller in Britain. But, as ever, she 
was keen to return home to Durham, 
where, she said, her neighbors con- 
gratulated ber and said “that was 
nice'’ and changed the subject, 

“ which is what I would do if anything 
embarrassing happened to them.' ' 

Now her mind is on her next book, 
which will be set in a rundown hous- 
ing project where wild young joy J 
riders known as Twockers (“Taking ^ 
Without the Owner's Consent") niJe 
the night. “They do these marvelous 
hand-brake turns and, in the evening 
when they have finished, they bum 
die cars to destroy the forensic ev- 
idence," she said with delight. Ev- 
idently, behind her genteel exterior, 
the subversive in Barker is stirring 
anew. 
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Pacific Northwest: Straight Shot on the ‘Rain Train’ 


By Timothy Egan 

New York Times Service 


Q UV ALL, Washington — After living 


his scuba-diving wet suit for days 


■ring w 

on end and commuting back and forth to Ins 
house in a rowboat, the dairy fanner on the 
river has turned philosophical. 

“Florida has its hurricanes, California 
has earthquakes and mudslides, so I guess 
we shouldn't complain about being un- 
derwater every now and then," said James 
Roetcisoender, standing atop his farm’s 
patch of high ground, surrounded by a lake 
that used to be the Snoqualmie River. His 
boat was tied to his second-floor sun deck. 
“But it does get depressing." he added. 

For nearly a month, a big. wet river of air 
has muscled out of the Pacific Ocean and 
slammed into the Northwest- "The rain 
train” is what people sometimes call the jet 


stream in November. By the end of last 
week, every major river in western Wash- 
ington. and a number of them in Oregon, 
had flooded. Half of Washington was de- 
clared a federal disaster area, and 58 homes 
had been destroyed. 

The sun came out early this week, and 
illuminated the casualties of the raging 
rivers. Down the muddy road from Roet- 
cisoender. dead cattle were stacked, ready 
for removal. Couches and bookshelves that 
had been yanked from living rooms had 
been tossed into blackberry brambles. Ev- 
eryone had a story. 

Since 1986 there have been five major 
floods in western Washington. Two of the 
five, including this year’s, were considered 
"hundred-year” floods, meaning there 
was a 1 -in- 100 chance of such a surge 
occurring. The odds have not changed. 

Seattle receives less rain than any major 


city on the East Coast, about 38 inches a 
year, but most of it is dumped during the 
months of late fall and early winter, when the 
Cascade Mountains are still too warm to 
hold snow. Trickles become torrents. 

What bas changed, say many okl-timers. 
is the land around then vers — land that used 
to absorb water during November rains. 

“You see that big house up there?" said 
John Betham, a dairy farmer, pointing to a 
trophy home on a hillside above the Sno- 
qualmie River. "Never used to be anything 
like that around here. The hills used to soak 
up the water. Now where do you think it 
ends up? Right here." 

His carpet is a spongy mess, cnimbled on 
his driveway. “I m from Holland.’’ said 
Betham- who moved to the Snoqualmie 
Valley 15 years ago. "We know about wa- 
ter. If you live in a valley, be prepared for 
floods. But not this bad. this often.” 


T HE HBO network postponed its 
planned Michael Jackson special on 
Thursday, as details about the singer's 
medical condition became clearer. Jackson 
is listed in stable condition in the intensive 
care unit at Beth Israel Medical Center 
North in New York, where he is being 
treated for dehydration and very low blood 
pressure. He is expected to spend the next 
two days in intensive care. Jackson col- 
lapsed Wednesday an the stage of the Bea- 
con Theatre, where he had bran rehearsing 
all day for the HBO special, “Michael 
Jackson: One Night Only," which was to 
have been broadcast on Sunday. His wife, 
Lisa Marie Presley, sister Janet and 
mother, Katherine, have ail been to visit 
A Jackson bodyguard said the singer had 
been suffering from the flu earlier this 
week. 






rv 
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WEATHER 


Michael and Janet Jackson missed the 
Billboard Music Awards presentations, 
where they were to receive special awards, 
after his collapse. The big winners were: 
TLC, artist of the yean Hootie & The 
Blowfisb, album of the year for "Cracked 
RearView," and Coolio, single of the year 
for "Gangsta’s Paradise." 


Europe 


Forecast for Saturday through Monday, as provided by Accu-Weather. 
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North America 

Snow, ice and ran along the 
Ea« Coas: on Saturday wil 
be ‘oOowred by blustery, bru- 
tally cold weaiher Sunday 
and Monday. Chicago and 
Toronto will have severe 
cold with strong winds and 
Hurries. Wet weather will 
return to the West Coast 
north of San Franosco. 


Europe 

Cold, dry weather will span 
the continent tram Germany 
and Den mart, eastward. Dry 
weedier will also set In to 
most ot Italy and Bosnia. 
FUm wlB dampen the south 
of France, as weO as ports of 
Spam and Portugal. Pans 
and London will be mainly 
dry Scandinavia will turn 
3tormy. 


Asia 

Tokyo wfl have dry wither 
and moderate temperatures. 
A couple of showers may 
dampen Beipng over the 
weekend and Sectrf sn Mor- 

S Kong Kong w$ be van- 
doudy with 3 few show- 
ers Singapore and Man.-ta 
will be warm and hurra; arS-. 
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□ 


Yitzhak Rabin's granddaughter, who 
ive a moving eulogy at the slain leader’s 
:ruL, denied reports thai she has signed a 
lucrative contract to write her memoirs. 
"There are contacts and there are offers, 
but the contract has not yet been signed," 
the Israeli daily Ma’ariv quoted 18-year- 
old Noa Ben-Artzi Phflosof. as saying. 
The U.S. publishing company Alfred A. 
Knopf said it purchased the North Amer- 
ican rights to a book by Ben-Artzi, and it 
was reported that she Had received an ad- 
vance of nearly SI million. 



FAMILY GATHERING — The jazz legend Dave Brubeck, center, sur- 
rounded by his four sons, from left, Matthew, Chris, Darius and Danny, at 
the UJS. Embassy in Vienna for a party celebrating his 75th birthday. 


ment, neither can write or talk publicly 27, 1997, and is seeking about $50,000 in 
about their lives together. donations. 


□ 


□ 


Lee Iacocca’s ex-wife asked a judge to 
hold the former Chrysler chairman in con- 
tempt of court, claiming he skipped an 
alimony payment. Darrien Iacocca also 
wants him to account for items she claims 
are missing from the Colorado and Cal- 
ifornia homes they shared during their 
four-year marriage. In October, Lee Ia- 
cocca asked the court to hold his ex-wife in 
contempt for granting an interview to a 
Detroit television station — and for taking 
items from the California mansion without 
permission. Under their divorce seole- 


Alec Baldwin has been charged with 
battery for allegedly attacking a free-lance 
cameraman who was filming the actor, his 
wife, Kim Basinger, and their infant 
daughter outside their suburban Los An- 
geles home in October. Police booked the 
actor then for investigation of misde- 
meanor battery, and he was released cm his 
own recognizance. The photographer, 
Alan Zanger, claims in a suit that he 
suffered a broken nose in the scuffle. 


O 


□ 


One of Harry Truman’s signature say- 
ings is now on permanent display in the new 
White House Gallety and Oval Office ex- 
hibits of the Truman Library in Indepen- 
dence Missouri, after a $10 million ren- 
ovation . The Oval Office replica appears as 
the original did riming Truman’s admin- 
istration, right down to a television — ■ he 
was the first president to Have one in the 
White House. Another display features 
some of the letters, telegrams aid notes 



Oxford, Mississippi. William Faulkn- 
er's hometown, is marking the 100th an- 
niversary of the writer’s birth with a life- 
sized statue of him. The city will ri^jea te 
the bronze statue, by the sculptor WflKam 
Beckwith, on Faulkner’s c enre an ial. Sept 


“The Buck Stops Here.” 

□ 

General H. Norman Schwarzkopf; wijp 
retired after commanding allied forces in w 
Gulf War, has joined NBC News as con- 
tributor and military analyst • 
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place calk to the L : S /and ow JO? 
countries* quickly and easily, just 
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you're in, and you’ll b s crjniwcfcd to 
an English-speaking operator or 
voice prompt within seconds. You’ll 
be home in no time. 
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